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Return of 
pro sports 
could strain 
the system 

Frequent testing of 
leagues’ athletes and 
staff for COVID-19 could 
be a burden on nation’s 
increasingly fragile 
infrastructure. In Sports 


CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC NATIONSCAPE SURVEY 



People wait in line to be tested for COVID-19 on a hot Atlanta Saturday, eriks. lesser/epa-efe 


1 in 3 Americans knows 
someone with COVID-19 


More people are feeling 
personal impact of virus 

Rebecca Morin 

USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON - As the number of 
COVID-19 cases in the USA climbs, 
Americans are three times as likely to 
know someone in their community who 
has been sick with the virus than they 
were in March, according to a new sur¬ 
vey. A disparity among racial groups 
that wasn't there in March also ap¬ 
peared. 

More than one-third of Americans 
(36%) say someone they know outside 
their immediate family or work has 
been sick with the coronavirus, accord¬ 
ing to a survey from the Democracy 
Fund and UCLA Nationscape Project. 
That number is more than triple the 
number in mid-March, when it was 11%. 

The USA has hit 3 million document¬ 
ed cases of COVID-19, roughly a quarter 
of the world’s cases and the same per¬ 
centage of its deaths. 

The spike in cases comes after many 
states eased social distancing guide¬ 
lines. Since the rise in cases, some 

See SURVEY, Page 5A 



Florida sets US record: 
15K-plus cases in one day 

Florida hit a national one-day high of 
15,300 newly counted COVID-19 cases 
on Sunday, according to state health 
data. It was the third day in a row the 
state announced more than 10,000 
new cases. The state also reported 45 
new deaths. 4A 


Guests wear masks 
Saturday as the Magic 
Kingdom reopens in 
Lake Buena Vista, Fla. 

JOE BURBANK/AP 

Top 5 Fla. cities with 
confirmed cases 

• Miami: 39,160 


Disney World reopens 

Mandatory masks, social distancing 
and other safety measures don’t deter 
visitors from Magic Kingdom. ID 


• Orlando: 13,454 

• Tampa: 11,833 

• Jacksonville: 11,746 

• Hialeah: 9,073 


Roberts 

delivers 

Supreme 

surprises 

High court’s 2019 term 
showed unpredictability 

Richard Wolf usa today 

WASHINGTON - When the Supreme Court 
opened its 2019 term nine months ago with a debate 
about the meaning of insanity, few could have pre¬ 
dicted how crazy things would get. 

Chief Justice John Roberts presided over Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s Senate impeachment trial. A 
pandemic forced the first postponement of oral 
arguments in a century. The oldest justice ques¬ 
tioned lawyers from her 
hospital bed, while the 
quietest justice spoke up 
daily. And opinions were 
released into July for the 
first time since 1996. 

By the end of the term 
Thursday, the customari¬ 
ly conservative court had 
issued decisions on gay 
and transgender rights, 
the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals pro¬ 
gram, abortion rights and 
Trump’s lack of immunity 
from criminal investiga¬ 
tion that drew the loudest 
cheers from liberals. 

The lesson seemed to 
be that although the 
president, the Democrat¬ 
ic House and Republican 
Senate are predictable, a 
court of nine is harder to 
pin down. 

“The court’s a lot more 
complicated than a lot of 
observers give it credit for,” said former U.S. solicitor 
general Paul Clement, perhaps the premier Supreme 
Court advocate of his generation with more than 100 
oral arguments under his belt. 

That unpredictability is largely the work of 
Roberts, who at 65 with 15 years leading the court has 
become a hugely influential figure in American life. 
With four justices on the left and four others on the 
right, Roberts usually determines the result in the 
court’s most contentious cases. In 62 cases this term, 
he was in the majority 60 times. 

Thus it was that in two of the most closely 
watched cases - Trump’s effort to end the DACA pro¬ 
gram that protects 650,000 young, undocumented 

See COURT, Page 3A 



“The court’s 
a lot more 
complicated 
than a lot of 
observers give 
it credit for.” 

Paul Clement 

former U.S. solicitor general 
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Race s role in trusting police 

About 69% of Americans say they 
have a great deal or fair amount of 
trust that law enforcement is looking 
out for them. How that breaks down: 


| Black 
Hispanic 


White 


SOURCE: Axios/lpsos Coronavirus Index 
AMY BARNETTE, BILL CAMPLING/USA TODAY 


Behind corporate stereotypes, 
there were Vital, live people’ 


Charisse Jones 

USA TODAY 

For a young Black woman trying to 
make her way in the early 1900s, job 
options were few. In most cases, she 
worked for a white family, caring for 
their children, cleaning their house or 
doing their laundry. 

In 1911, when Lillian Richard left her 
hometown of Hawkins, Texas, to seek 
domestic work in Dallas, she found a 
different opportunity - offering cook¬ 
ing demonstrations and becoming one 
of the original faces of the Aunt Jemi¬ 
ma pancake brand. Despite the ker¬ 
chiefed caricature on the packaging, 
being a brand ambassador allowed 
Richard to travel, as well as make a liv¬ 
ing, and brought her renown in her 
community. 

“I want people to know she was a 
real person,” said her great-niece Vera 
Harris. “She wasn’t just some cartoon 


character. She ... had feelings like we all 
have and just wanted to make a living at 
the age of 20. She was happy and proud 
of the work she did.” 

Aunt Jemima. Uncle Ben’s. Cream of 
Wheat. Mrs. Butterworth. The images 
associated with those brands not only 
sold syrup, rice and cereal but perpetu¬ 
ated painful stereotypes that negatively 
shaped how African Americans and 
women were perceived for generations. 

Amid a national reckoning on racism 
in the wake of the deaths of George 
Floyd, Breonna Taylor and other African 
Americans killed by police, the makers 
of those products are changing or re¬ 
viewing their controversial branding. 

“It is symbolic, but ... symbols have 
real power,” said Gregory Smithers, a 
history professor at Virginia Common¬ 
wealth University who co-wrote the 
book “Racism in American Popular 

See BRANDS, Page 6A 



Lillian Richard portrayed Aunt Jemima 
in cooking demonstrations at fairs, 
stores and other public events. 

VERA HARRIS 
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GOP appears fractured over Trump 





President Donald Trump, speaking in Phoenix in June, is softening his convention stance, david wallace/usa today network 


As convention looms, 
some are pushing back 

Courtney Subramanian 
and Christal Hayes 

USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON - Weeks before Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump accepts his party’s 
nomination, cracks are deepening with¬ 
in the party as a host of GOP lawmakers 
distance themselves from the Republi¬ 
can standard bearer as they weigh their 
election chances in November. 

Republicans have increasingly split 
with Trump on a host of issues shadow¬ 
ing his administration, from his tone on 
racism and the removal of Confederate 
statues, to wearing a face mask amid 
the coronavirus pandemic and ques¬ 
tions over intelligence reports of a Rus¬ 
sia-backed bounty program on U.S. 
troops in Afghanistan. 

It’s a rare moment in the president’s 
3 ¥i year tenure, during which Trump 
otherwise relished in party unity on is¬ 
sues such as his impeachment and for¬ 
mer special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
Russia investigation. 

“There’s a real disagreement be¬ 
tween the president and his party in this 
election,” said Alex Conant, a GOP strat¬ 
egist and former aide to Sen. Marco Ru¬ 
bio, R-Fla. “I think a lot of Republicans 
are really fed up with the president’s di¬ 
visive strategy. People are just throwing 
up their hands with some of the rhetoric 
that’s coming out of the president. It’s 
really unhelpful not just to his own re- 
election, but also to keeping the Senate.” 

Last week several GOP lawmakers 
said they plan to skip the party’s nation¬ 
al convention in Jacksonville, Florida, 
where coronavirus cases have surged, 
leaving supporters, politicians and offi¬ 
cials who plan to attend with the hard 
choice of risking their personal health or 
facing potential retaliation from the 
president. 

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, the old¬ 
est GOP senator at age 86, said he would 
avoid the convention “because of the vi¬ 
rus situation,” while Sens. Lamar Alex¬ 
ander, R-Tenn.; Lisa Murkowski, R- 
Alaska; Susan Collins, R-Maine; and 
Mitt Romney, R-Utah, also cited corona¬ 
virus concerns as the reason they would 
not attend. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., called the convention 
a “challenging situation” when asked 
whether he plans to attend. 

“We’ll have to wait and see how 
things look in late August to determine 
whether or not we can safely convene 
with that many people,” he said Thurs¬ 
day. 

The Trump campaign had hoped to 
test those waters this past weekend 
with a campaign rally at a New Hamp¬ 
shire airport hangar, but the campaign 
announced it would postpone the rally 
over the approaching Tropical Storm 
Fay, according to White House officials. 
The campaign snag comes after turnout 
at a June rally held inside an Oklahoma 
arena fell short of expectations amid an 
increase in COVID-19 cases across the 
state. Tulsa health officials said 
Wednesday that the rally and surround¬ 
ing protests likely contributed to the 
city’s recent surge in cases. 

New Hampshire’s Gov. Chris Sununu 
is another GOP politician who has been 
willing to break with the president over 
his pandemic messaging when it col¬ 
lides with his state’s interests. Sununu 
has had to walk a careful line in defend¬ 
ing the president’s rally while enforcing 
his own reopening guidelines. The Re¬ 
publican governor had planned to greet 
Trump in New Hampshire but skip the 
rally over coronavirus fears. 

The Republican Party moved its con¬ 
vention from Charlotte, North Carolina, 
last month after state and local officials 
refused to commit to the president’s de¬ 
sire to hold a full convention, packed 
with thousands of supporters, over 
health concerns amid the ongoing pan¬ 
demic. 

But aside from coronavirus concerns, 
the Republican convention may have 
lost its luster for some lawmakers, ac¬ 
cording to GOP strategist Matt Gorman. 

“For a lot of these elected officials, it’s 
a chance to go there for fundraising and 
press attention,” he said. “And if a lot of 
media folks are not planning to go and a 
lot of donors choose not to go because 
in-person fundraising is a bit less preva¬ 
lent, then there’s not much incentive to 
show up.” 

Gorman said he doesn’t think the list 
of senators avoiding the convention will 
draw the president’s ire, noting that 
several lawmakers skipped the event in 


2016 in protest - including Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, R-S.C., now a key Trump ally. 

The president has since softened his 
tone about holding a traditional conven¬ 
tion, telling television host Greta Van 
Susterenlast week that “it really de¬ 
pends on timing.” 

“We can do a lot of things, but we’re 
very flexible,” he said of convention 
plans. 

Jacksonville has emerged as one of 
the nation’s biggest hot spots for the 
coronavirus. The Department of Health 
and Human Services announced 
Tuesday that Jacksonville would be one 
of three cities designated for a testing 
“surge” to make more tests available in 
the hardest-hit areas. 

The administration’s mounting con¬ 
troversies have pushed even Republi¬ 
cans who previously refused to break 
ranks with Trump to begin speaking out 
- most notably as it relates to the dra¬ 
matic uptick in coronavirus cases in the 
U.S. 

They have been vocal in their opposi¬ 
tion to his refusal to wear a mask, pres¬ 
suring the administration for increased 
testing and, most recently, some have 
criticized Trump for pulling out of the 
World Health Organization as the pan¬ 
demic continues to ravage the country. 

“I disagree with the president’s deci¬ 
sion,” Alexander, a Tennessee Republi¬ 
can, said after the president pulled the 
U.S. from WHO, noting that while the 
organization’s mistakes should be ex¬ 
amined, “the time to do that is after the 
crisis has been dealt with, not in the 
middle of it. Withdrawing U.S. member¬ 
ship could, among other things, inter¬ 
fere with clinical trials that are essential 
to the development of vaccines.” 

Even some of the president’s closest 
allies on Capitol Hill in recent weeks 
have been critical as Trump’s poll num¬ 
bers, already hit by the pandemic, con¬ 
tinue to plummet amid a national reck¬ 
oning over policing, race and America’s 
Confederate history. 

Aides and allies have urged the presi¬ 
dent to change his tone as the nation 
grieves the death of George Floyd after 
he was killed by a Minneapolis police of¬ 
ficer, and protesters call for change to 
racially fraught policies. The president 
has instead stoked division, threatening 
to use the military against demonstra¬ 
tors and using Independence Day 
speeches to defend Confederate monu¬ 
ments and dismiss protesters as “Marx¬ 
ists.” 

“The country is looking for healing 
and calm. And I think the president 
needs to project that in his tone,” said 
Sen. John Thune, the Senate’s No. 2 Re¬ 
publican. “He masters that sometimes, 
and that’s the tone he needs to strike 
right now.” 

Trump’s handling of the protests 
even led to Murkowski leaving the door 
open to voting against the president in 
November. “I am struggling with it,” she 
said when asked by reporters whether 
she would continue to support Trump. 
“I have struggled with it for a long time.” 

Trump has drawn the ire of even of 
his most ardent supporters with his 
some of his racially polarizing com- 


“People are just throwing up 
their hands with some of the 
rhetoric that’s coming out of 
the president.” 

Alex Conant, GOP strategist 
ments. 

Most recently, after Trump criticized 
NASCAR for banning the Confederate 
flag and called for Bubba Wallace, one of 
the sport’s only Black drivers, to apolo¬ 
gize after the FBI said a noose found in 
his garage wasn’t targeting the driver, 
Graham pushed back. 

“I don’t think Bubba Wallace has any¬ 
thing to apologize for,” Graham told Fox 
News Radio. “I’ve lived in South Caroli¬ 
na all my life and if you’re in business, 
the Confederate flag is not a good way to 
grow your business.” 

Senate Republicans have largely ig¬ 
nored the president’s threat to veto a 
defense spending bill over an amend¬ 
ment to rename Army bases named for 
Confederate figures. The proposal, 
sponsored by former 2020 Democratic 
contender Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D- 
Mass., has gained a groundswell of sup¬ 
port from prominent Republicans, in¬ 
cluding Grassley, who warned last week 
that Congress would “probably over¬ 
ride” Trump’s veto. 

While the president has drawn a line 
on removing memorials honoring Con¬ 
federate leaders and controversial his¬ 
torical figures, Republican attitudes ap¬ 
peared to have shifted since protests 
over racial inequality first unfolded in 
May. 

McConnell said last month he’d be 
“OK” with changing the names of mili¬ 
tary bases while Sen. Joni Ernst, an 
Iowa Republican facing a tough reelec¬ 
tion in November, supported the 
amendment in a U.S. Armed Services 
Committee vote last month. 

“There shouldn’t be a knee-jerk reac¬ 
tion to renaming bases,” Grassley said 
Monday. “And I imagine that in my life¬ 
time, there’s been a lot of bases that 
have had their names changed. I’m not 
aware of it. But the extent to which it’s a 
thoughtful process and not a knee-jerk 
reaction, I wouldn’t have any objection 
to it.” 

Trump has issued eight vetoes dur¬ 
ing his presidency, and none has been 
overridden by Congress. 

Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., has made a 
habit of marking her differences with 
the president over his term, especially 
when it comes to foreign policy, and has 
continued to speak up throughout the 
latest controversies, such as the presi¬ 
dent’s refusal to wear a mask. 

Republicans such as Cheney know 
the risks of speaking out and the poten¬ 
tial for a lashing from the president’s 
Twitter account. But history has shown 
the president is less likely to go after loy¬ 
al lawmakers who disagree with him on 
occasion, as he typically targets those 
who attack him personally or could im¬ 
peril his reelection chances, such as 


those who have voiced openness to vot¬ 
ing against him or weren’t unilaterally 
behind him during his impeachment. 

“My sense is that Trump is fine with 
Republicans criticizing his policy, even 
his tweets, but he’s not OK with them at¬ 
tacking him,” said Conant. 

Congressional Republicans say the 
critiques of the president aren’t part of a 
trend but more of a reaction to specific 
instances worthy of criticism. They re¬ 
ject the notion that it’s a showing of di¬ 
vision within the party but rather an at¬ 
tempt to get the president back on track 
and on message. Though privately, 
many wonder whether public criticisms 
will alter the president’s conduct. 

Trump’s propensity for fiery Twitter 
missives has been notably absent amid 
the wave of GOP criticism. Part of that 
calculation may be focusing attacks on 
Democrats with just four months until 
Election Day, Gorman said. 

“I think not just him, but also his 
team, know that the people we need to 
be going after right now are Democrats 
and he has been pretty consistent with 
that,” he said. “So I think there is a cal¬ 
culation that Republicans doing well 
down ballot helps him and vice versa.” 

Republicans keeping Trump at an 
arm’s distance must also reckon with 
his dwindling poll numbers as Novem¬ 
ber approaches. 

A recent USA TODAY/Suffolk Poll 
found that opposition to Trump is by far 
the biggest factor propelling Joe Biden, 
the presumptive Democratic presiden¬ 
tial nominee, to the White House. Biden 
leads Trump by 12 percentage points, 
53%-41%, the nationwide survey 
shows. 

Polls have similarly not been good for 
Senate Republicans, who hold a three- 
seat majority and are fending off serious 
challenges in more than five states. A 
slew of recent polls show Democrats 
leading in Maine, Arizona, North Caroli¬ 
na, Iowa, Colorado and Montana, which 
has left incumbents in an uncomfort¬ 
able position as they wrestle with the 
barrage of controversies surrounding 
the president. 

Incumbents have employed varying 
strategies, some tying their fate to 
Trump while others distance them¬ 
selves from the president - a heavy feat 
as he sits atop the ticket. 

Several have tried to steer clear of 
weighing in on the president’s conduct 
while others, such as Maine’s Collins, 
have repeatedly criticized the president 
in recent weeks, including Trump’s 
clearing of protesters outside the White 
House in early June. 

Still, some Republicans acknowledge 
that Trump is a political unicorn and 
while his tactics are far from traditional 
and frequently attract criticism, he has 
weathered many storms - a trend that 
could continue as November nears. 

“Every time I think that he’s miscal¬ 
culated, he comes out on the winning 
side of it,” Sen. Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., 
told the Wall Street Journal when asked 
about the president’s rhetoric on Con¬ 
federate history. “The thing the presi¬ 
dent is credited with, appropriately, is 
really good instincts.” 
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Mueller says Stone ‘remains a felon’ 


He speaks out after 
Trump commutation 

Kevin Johnson 

USA TODAY 

Former Russia special counsel Robert 
Mueller pushed back against President 
Donald Trump on Saturday, defending 
the prosecution of Roger Stone and the 
larger investigation into Russian inter¬ 
ference in the 2016 election, saying the 
flamboyant political operative was 
“prosecuted and convicted because he 
committed federal crimes.” 

“He remains a convicted felon, and 
rightly so,” Mueller said in a column 
published Saturday in The Washington 
Post. 

Mueller’s remarks, prompted by 
Trump’s commutation of Stone’s 40- 
month prison sentence Friday, are the 
first since he testified before a House 
committee nearly a year ago after his 
team brought charges against at least a 
half-dozen former Trump aides during 
his campaign and after he took office. 

Stone was the last person charged by 
the Mueller team during the nearly two- 
year Russia investigation. 

“Russia’s actions were a threat to 
America’s democracy,” Mueller wrote. 
“It was critical that they be investigated 
and understood.” 

Mueller said the FBI had evidence 
that the Russians signaled to a Trump 
campaign adviser that they could assist 
the campaign through the anonymous 
release of information damaging to the 
Democratic presidential candidate, Hil¬ 
lary Clinton. 



Former special counsel Robert Mueller 
says it’s vital to understand Russia’s 
interference, yehyun kim/usa today 


“... He will not go to prison. 
But his conviction stands.” 

Robert Mueller on Roger Stone 

“Stone became a central figure in our 
investigation for two key reasons: He 
communicated in 2016 with individuals 
known to us to be Russian intelligence 
officers, and he claimed advance knowl¬ 
edge of WikiLeaks’ release of emails 
stolen by those Russian intelligence of¬ 
ficers,” Mueller wrote. 

“We also identified numerous links 
between the Russian government and 
Trump campaign personnel - Stone 
among them. We did not establish that 
members of the Trump campaign con¬ 


spired with the Russian government in 
its activities,” the former special coun¬ 
sel wrote, reasserting the team’s conclu¬ 
sions. “The investigation did, however, 
establish that the Russian government 
perceived it would benefit from a Trump 
presidency and worked to secure that 
outcome. It also established that the 
campaign expected it would benefit 
electorally from information stolen and 
released through Russian efforts.” 

Mueller offered a detailed accounting 
of investigators’ focus on Stone by fed¬ 
eral prosecutors and Congress. 

“He lied by denying he had communi¬ 
cated with the Trump campaign about 
the timing of WikiLeaks’ releases,” 
Mueller wrote. “He in fact updated sen¬ 
ior campaign officials repeatedly about 
WikiLeaks. And he tampered with a 
witness, imploring him to stonewall 
Congress. 

“The jury ultimately convicted Stone 
of obstruction of a congressional inves¬ 
tigation, five counts of making false 
statements to Congress and tampering 
with a witness,” Mueller wrote. “Be¬ 
cause his sentence has been commuted, 
he will not go to prison. But his convic¬ 
tion stands.” 

Mueller said the “essential question” 
of whether those efforts involved the 
Trump campaign required investiga¬ 
tion. 

“When a subject lies to investigators, 
it strikes at the core of the government’s 
efforts to find the truth and hold wrong¬ 
doers accountable,” Mueller said. “It 
may ultimately impede those efforts. 

“We made every decision in Stone’s 
case, as in all our cases, based solely on 
the facts and the law and in accordance 


with the rule of law. The women and 
men who conducted these investiga¬ 
tions and prosecutions acted with the 
highest integrity. Claims to the contrary 
are false,” he said. 

White House spokesman Judd Deere 
said Saturday, “Mueller should keep his 
promise to the American people and let 
the report, which fully exonerated the 
president, stand instead of pontificat¬ 
ing in the editorial pages with more 
spin.” 

Democrats and some Republicans, 
including Sen. Mitt Romney, R-Utah, 
criticized Trump’s intervention. 

“Unprecedented, historic corruption: 
an American president commutes the 
sentence of a person convicted by a jury 
of lying to shield that very president,” 
Romney wrote on Twitter on Saturday. 

Trump granted Stone clemency days 
before he was to report to a Georgia pris¬ 
on to serve his sentence. 

Trump has pardoned allies before, 
but Stone is the first individual directly 
connected to Trump’s campaign to re¬ 
ceive presidential clemency. 

A statement issued by the White 
House on Friday called Stone “a victim 
of the Russia Hoax that the Left and its 
allies in the media perpetuated for years 
in an attempt to undermine the Trump 
Presidency,” claiming that prosecutors 
made “process-based charges” in lieu of 
“finding evidence of collusion with Rus¬ 
sia.” 

Romney was the only Republican 
senator who voted to convict Trump on 
an impeachment charge in February, 
becoming the first senator ever to vote 
against his own party’s president in an 
impeachment trial. 



Associate Justices Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh have played major roles in 
making the high court difficult to pin down ideologically, jack gruber/usa today 
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immigrants from possible deportation 
and Louisiana’s effort to impose restric¬ 
tions on abortion clinics - Roberts 
threw in with the court’s liberals in 5-4 
rulings. 

“Those are very tenuous victories,” 
warned Elizabeth Wydra, president of 
the liberal Constitutional Accountabil¬ 
ity Center, which files legal briefs in ma¬ 
jor high court cases. The administration 
can try again to eliminate DACA, and 
more abortion restrictions are working 
their way through lower courts. 

More “remarkable and welcome,” 
Wydra said, was the court’s 6-3 opinion 
giving the nation’s LGBTQ population 
employment protection under sex dis¬ 
crimination laws - a ruling written by 
Associate Justice Neil Gorsuch, 
Trump’s first high court nominee. Rob¬ 
erts and the court’s four liberal justices 
were his silent partners. 

Although those cases focused unlike¬ 
ly attention on the court, it has come 
down in Trump’s favor more often. The 
five conservative justices voted as a bloc 
nine times in 5-4 cases. Among them: 
enabling states to extend private school 
scholarships to religious schools and 
giving the president authority to fire the 
Consumer Financial Protection Board’s 
director without cause. Both rulings 
were written by Roberts. 

“All chief justices have outsized influ¬ 
ence because they are the most senior 
on the bench and, among other things, 
dominate the assignment of opinions,” 
said Harvard Law School professor 
Richard Lazarus, a classmate of Roberts 
there in the 1970s and author of “The 
Rule of Five,” a new book on the high 
court and climate change. “But few pos¬ 
sess both that seniority and sit on a 
closely divided court in which they tend 
to be at the center of the spectrum.” 

Perhaps more noteworthy, the court 
has agreed at the Trump administra¬ 
tion’s request to block many lower court 
actions from taking effect while appeals 
are mounted, particularly on the presi¬ 
dent’s immigration crackdown. 

“It is way too soon to say this is not a 
conservative court,” said University of 
Chicago Law School professor David 
Strauss, who directs the school’s Su¬ 
preme Court and appellate clinic. 

Seeking good government 

The court has shown that faced with 
a freewheeling president and a politi¬ 
cally divided Congress, it can be a stick¬ 
ler for what it considers good govern¬ 
ment. 

That was Roberts’ intention Thurs¬ 
day when he sentsubpoenas issued by 
congressional Democrats back to two 
federal appeals courts to assess the in¬ 


formation Congress seeks in light of the 
burden such demands could place on 
the president. 

And it was Roberts’ intention last 
month in striking down Trump’s effort 
to end the DACA program, just as he did 
a year earlier when the administration 
sought to add a question on citizenship 
to the 2020 census. Both times, Roberts 
said, the decision-making process was 
so sloppy it violated federal law. 

“Presidents, the chief has made clear, 
possess great authority. But for that 
same reason, they have to follow re¬ 
quired processes, precisely because so 
much is at stake when they wield such 
authority,” Lazarus said. 

Roberts’ decision to side with the 
court’s liberals on abortion last month 
had less to do with opposing state re¬ 
strictions - he has supported them - 
than it did with Louisiana’s effort to im¬ 
pose the exact same limit the court had 
struck down four years earlier in Texas. 

“A lot of his decision-making is stra¬ 
tegic or tactical,” said Ilya Shapiro, di¬ 
rector of the Center for Constitutional 
Studies at the libertarian Cato Institute. 
“He defers to the status quo. He doesn’t 
like the court to make waves.” 

Thus the court often ruled incremen¬ 
tally in some of the major decisions of 
the term - sending cases back to lower 
courts and giving the losing side anoth¬ 
er chance. Roberts promised as much 
during his Senate confirmation in 2005, 
when he said the justices should do only 
what they must to resolve the narrow 
questions that come before them. 

“I think Roberts doesn’t get enough 
credit for being sincere in some of the 
platitudes he said at his hearings,” said 
Michael McConnell, a former federal ap¬ 
peals court judge who directs Stanford 
Law School’s Constitutional Law Cen¬ 
ter. “The chief, in particular, is trying to 
keep the court balanced.” 


Beyond Roberts’ influence, Trump’s 
two high court nominees played promi¬ 
nent roles during the term, making clear 
they cannot be taken for granted based 
on their conservative ideology. 

Gorsuch wrote the landmark gay and 
transgender rights opinion, declaring 
that employers who fire workers based 
on sexual orientation or gender identity 
are guilty of sex discrimination. He 
wrote Thursday’s 5-4 decision declaring 
about half of Oklahoma Native Ameri¬ 
can territory, which strips the state of 
jurisdiction over criminal cases involv¬ 
ing Native Americans. Only the four lib¬ 
eral justices were on his side. 

Kavanaugh sided with Roberts and 
those four liberals in declaring a New 
York City gun restriction moot, rather 
than striking it down as an example of 
gun control rules run amok. He wrote for 
himself and Gorsuch on Thursday that 
although Trump’s lawyers can continue 
to fight a New York prosecutor’s sub¬ 
poena, “no one is above the law.” 

Compromise and decorum 

Though the court’s liberals have been 
relatively unified, its conservatives 
more often go their separate ways - 
marching to different drummers in a 
way that aggravates many in the con¬ 
servative legal movement. 

“There are originalists, there are tex- 
tualists, there are law-and-order types, 
there are minimalists,” Shapiro said. 
“There are a lot of different types of Re¬ 
publican-appointed justices.” 

That often results in the appearance 
of compromise and accommodation, if 
not outright backroom deals. Wednes¬ 
day, Associate Justices Stephen Breyer 
and Elena Kagan went along with 7-2 
rulings in cases expanding religious ex¬ 
emptions from laws and rules. The next 
day, Gorsuch and Kavanaugh went 


along on both 7-2 rulings about subpoe¬ 
nas for Trump’s financial records. 

“A lot of people believe that the court 
is trying to achieve the compromise po¬ 
sition that the democratic process prob¬ 
ably would arrive at if the democratic 
process was working,” McConnell said. 

Another theme appears to be avoid¬ 
ing chaos. Monday, the court unani¬ 
mously allowed states to tie the hands 
of presidential electors, rather than risk 
upending the results from Election Day. 
That same day, they upheld a law ban¬ 
ning robocalls to cellphones despite 
agreeing that an exception made it un¬ 
constitutional; they struck down the ex¬ 
ception instead. 

One theory as the term drew to a 
close was that Roberts, and perhaps 
several of his colleagues, wanted to pro¬ 
ject unity and calm during a pandemic 
and a presidential election year. 

At the start of the term in October, the 
court introduced a policy intended to 
trim the justices’ own voluble instincts. 
It sought to give lawyers arguing in 
court two minutes uninterrupted before 
the flood of questions from the bench, a 
self-stifling that proved difficult. 

By the end of the term, when forced 
to conduct oral arguments by confer¬ 
ence call, the justices asked questions in 
order of seniority. That pattern allowed 
Associate Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
a four-time cancer survivor, to pitch in 
from a hospital where she was recover¬ 
ing from a gallbladder condition. It en¬ 
abled Associate Justice Clarence 
Thomas, who rarely speaks in court, to 
take his regular turn in the rotation. 

Whether the compromise and deco¬ 
rum will continue into next term is 
guesswork. By October, the court will 
face its third major challenge to the Af¬ 
fordable Care Act, which Roberts initia¬ 
lly saved in 2012 while sullying his rep¬ 
utation among conservatives. More reli¬ 
gious liberty cases are on their way, as 
well as an effort by House Democrats to 
get secret grand jury materials from the 
probe into Russian interference in the 
2016 election. 

Other cases that seemed ripe for the 
high court’s review have been passed 
over, such as challenges to state gun 
restrictions and the qualified immunity 
from civil lawsuits often given police 
and other public officials accused of 
misconduct. It may be that justices on 
the right and left don’t want to hear 
cases they aren’t relatively sure of win¬ 
ning with Roberts in the middle. 

Then there is the chance Trump will 
lose reelection, and the court’s conser¬ 
vative majority will be faced with a 
Democrat in the White House - some¬ 
thing that led to considerable friction 
during the Obama administration. 

“They don’t want to be yet another 
source of friction and controversy and 
bitter attacks,” Strauss said. “But let’s 
see what they do in a Biden administra¬ 
tion.” 
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Giroir: ’We do expect deaths 
to go up’ from spike in virus 


William Cummings 

USA TODAY 

Brett Giroir, a member of the White 
House Coronavirus Task Force, said 
Sunday that the increasing number of 
hospitalizations related to COVID-19 
were “very concerning,” and he warned 
there would be an increase in deaths 
stemming from the spike in cases. 

“We expect hospitalizations to con¬ 
tinue to go up,” Giroir said on ABC News’ 
“This Week” More hospitalizations 
mean more Americans will die from the 
virus “over the next two or three weeks 
before this turns around.” 

Giroir said the overall mortality rate 
should remain lower than it was during 
the initial surge in cases in March and 
April because medical professionals 
know more about caring for COVID-19 
patients and have seen benefits from 
the drug remdesivir. 

Many of the states seeing a rise in 
cases were among the first to lift restric¬ 
tions meant to slow the spread of the vi¬ 
rus. President Donald Trump and others 
who argued the lockdowns carried too 
great an economic cost cited the declin- 



Brett Giroir says treatment for 
coronavirus patients is getting better. 

ALEX WONG/GETTY IMAGES 


ing number of daily coronavirus deaths 
as evidence that the restrictions were 
unnecessary. Experts warned deaths 
were a lagging indicator and would in¬ 
crease in the coming weeks, and the 
number of daily deaths began to rise for 
the first time in months. 

“It’s consistently picking up. And it’s 
picking up at the time you’d expect it to,” 
William Hanage, a Harvard University 
infectious diseases researcher, told The 
Associated Press. 


He was optimistic that the steps 
taken in the states that saw large in¬ 
creases in the number of people infect¬ 
ed would stop the spread, “but we 
won’t reap the benefits for that for a 
few weeks.” 

Giroir, who oversees the nation’s 
coronavirus testing efforts, said the 
United States is in a “better place” to 
respond to the outbreak because ex¬ 
panded testing quickly identifies the 
“hot spots” where the virus is spread¬ 
ing. 

“This is not out of control, but it re¬ 
quires a lot of effort. And everybody’s 
going to have to do their part,” Giroir 
said. The keys to stopping the spread 
were closing bars, limiting restaurant 
capacity, washing hands, physical dis¬ 
tancing and wearing masks. 

“For this to work, we have to have 
like 90% of people wearing a mask in 
public in the hot spot areas. If we don’t 
have that, we will not get control of the 
virus,” Giroir said. 

When asked whether states should 
consider reinstating lockdowns, Giroir 
said, “You know, everything should be 
on the table.” 



Trump wears mask while 
visiting medical center 


President at Walter Reed 
meets wounded soldiers 

David Jackson 

USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON - President Donald 
Trump visited wounded soldiers and 
medical workers Saturday while wear¬ 
ing what - for him - is an unusual acces¬ 
sory: a mask. 

“I’ve never been against masks,” the 
president said, “but I do believe they 
have a time and a place.” 

Trump, who has been criticized by 
public health officials for not wearing 
face coverings in public, donned a navy 
blue mask with the gold presidential 
seal emblazoned on the side during his 
trip to Walter Reed. 

White House chief of staff Mark 
Meadows and members of the Secret 
Service also wore masks during the vis¬ 
it, which lasted less than an hour. 

Critics said too many Trump follow¬ 
ers followed his no-mask lead, contrib¬ 
uting to the spread of the virus. 

“It’s sad to think of all the infections 
and deaths that could’ve been avoided if 
Trump had simply modeled good be¬ 
havior from the start,” said Chris Lu, 
who managed Cabinet business for 
President Barack Obama. 

Lu said, “This is way too little, too 
late.” 

Thursday, Trump told Fox News host 
Sean Hannity, “It’s fine to wear a mask if 
it makes you feel comfortable.” 

Trump said he planned to wear a 
mask during the Walter Reed visit be¬ 
cause “you’re in a hospital setting,” and 
“I think it’s a very appropriate thing.... I 
have no problem with a mask.” 


The Walter Reed website says, “Visi¬ 
tors are expected to wear a cloth face 
covering over their nose and mouth 
upon entering and while moving about 
the facility or waiting rooms and when 
not able to maintain 6 feet of social dis¬ 
tancing.” 

Trump has avoided wearing masks at 
other facilities that required them, such 
as a Honeywell plant in Arizona he vis¬ 
ited in May. 

The White House said people are giv¬ 
en a COVID-19 test before being allowed 
near the president. 

Trump had planned another trip Sat¬ 
urday - a political rally in Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire - but the campaign 
canceled that event Friday, citing fears 
of bad weather from Tropical Storm Fay. 
It wound up being a sunny day in New 
Hampshire. 

A White House statement said 
Trump traveled to Walter Reed “to visit 
brave combat wounded service mem¬ 
bers and their families as well as health 
care staff who have been caring for CO¬ 
VID-19 patients during the pandemic.” 
Spokesman Judd Deere tweeted that 
Trump “listened to their stories, an¬ 
swered their questions, thanked them 
for their bravery, and told them he loved 
them.” 

Trump ventured to Walter Reed amid 
renewed attacks on his administration’s 
handling of the coronavirus pandemic 
that spreads in record numbers of new 
cases. 

Public health officials said everyone 
should wear a mask to protect them¬ 
selves and others from infections, and 
political leaders such as Trump should 
set an example. 

Jonathan Reiner, professor of medi¬ 
cine at George Washington University, 


said Trump should have announced 
that “all Americans should wear a 
mask when they go out in public.” 

“If the only place he’s willing to 
wear a mask is a hospital, he still 
doesn’t get it,” Reiner said. 

More than 20 U.S. states require 
face masks in public. Trump did not 
wear one during a trip to South Florida 
on Friday, though Miami-Dade County 
mandated them in public. 

Trump and his supporters have de¬ 
scribed mask demands as unneces¬ 
sary and intrusive. In late May, Trump 
made fun of a reporter for wearing a 
mask at a news conference, accusing 
him of seeking to be “politically cor¬ 
rect.” 

Trump and aides mocked Demo¬ 
cratic election opponent Joe Biden for 
wearing a mask. Biden said Trump’s 
derision of masks is foolish “macho 
stuff.” 

Biden spokesman Andrew Bates 
said Trump wasted months “stoking 
divisions” over masks “and actively 
discouraging people from taking a 
very basic step to protect each other.” 
Biden “has led by example,” he said. 

Trump campaign aides took to so¬ 
cial media to promote the masked 
president politically, tweeting out pic¬ 
tures from the hospital visit. 

“Joe Biden is finished,” campaign 
senior adviser Jason Miller tweeted. 

Campaign manager Brad Parscale 
tweeted a photo with the tagline 
“#AmericaFirst.” 

Democratic strategist Jesse Lehrich 
said, “Trump finally puts on a mask, 
and his campaign applauds him like 
he’s a child who just tied his own shoes 
for the first time.... It would be comical 
if it weren’t all so tragic.” 


Fla. reports 
15,000 new 
cases of 
COVID-19 

Rachael L Thomas 

Florida Today 

USA TODAY NETWORK 

The state of Florida set a new na¬ 
tional one-day record for newly- 
counted COVID-19 cases Sunday, ac¬ 
cording to data from the Florida De¬ 
partment of Health. The state added 
15,300 cases, bringing the total num¬ 
ber of cases recorded to 269,811. 

Sunday was the 19th consecutive 
day that at least 5,000 new cases of 
the novel coronavirus have been an¬ 
nounced in the state and the third con¬ 
secutive day that more than 10,000 
new cases have been announced. 

The state reported 45 new deaths, 
bringing the total number of Florida 
resident deaths to 4,242. 

The number of Florida residents 
hospitalized with COVID-19 increased 
by 248, for a total of 18,271 resident 
hospitalizations since the pandemic 
began. The Department of Health 
notes the total figure is cumulative and 
does not reflect the number of CO¬ 
VID-19 patients currently in hospitals. 

The new daily high in cases comes 
on the weekend of Disney World’s 
reopening, where an estimated 16,000 
people turned out to Magic Kingdom 
and Animal Kingdom on Saturday. 

The NBA is scheduled to resume its 
season in a bubble-like complex at the 
Walt Disney World Resort. 

The state has counted more than 
208,000 new coronavirus cases since 
its Phase 2 reopening began on June 5. 
Bars were closed for the second time 
during the pandemic June 26 to try to 
limit the spread of the virus. 

The cumulative percentage of peo¬ 
ple testing positive for COVID-19 in 
Florida remained at 10.5% Sunday, af¬ 
ter increasing for 27 consecutive days. 

Contributing: Jay Cannon , USA TO¬ 
DAY 

Overview 

• Total cases: 269,811 

• Deaths of Florida residents: 4,242 

• Hospitalizations: 18,271 

Testing 

• Total tests: 2,576,813 

• Positive: 269,811 

• Negative: 2,304,196 

• Percentage positive: 10.5% 

• Inconclusive: 2,806 

• Awaiting testing: 2,096 
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Migrant rescues spike at the border 


In Ariz., more are 
braving heat and 
virus restrictions 

Rafael Carranza 

The Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 

PHOENIX - The number of 
migrants rescued by U.S. bor¬ 
der agents this year in Arizo¬ 
na’s desert wilderness has 
surpassed the total for 2019, ac¬ 
cording to U.S. Border Patrol of¬ 
ficials. 

Rescues spiked despite re¬ 
strictions at the U.S.-Mexican 
border during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and three of the hot¬ 
test months remain in the fiscal 
year. 

The number of migrant res¬ 
cues in Arizona goes up sea¬ 
sonally starting around March, 
when temperatures along the 
desert border begin to reach tri¬ 
ple digits and remain that way 
until about September. 

Thursday, the National 
Weather Service issued an ex¬ 
cessive heat warning for south¬ 
ern Arizona until Monday. 
Temperatures along the border 
are forecast to reach up to 121 
degrees in Yuma County and 
up to 118 degrees in western Pi¬ 
ma County, leaving border 
agents on high alert. 

“Many times, they (mi¬ 
grants) don’t carry enough wa¬ 
ter to survive the journey, so 
they’re wandering through the 
desert because of how large it 
is, and they may not necessar¬ 
ily know where to go, or they 
get lost,” said Agent Jose Gari- 
bay, spokesman for the Border 
Patrol’s Yuma Sector. “They 
could be wandering the desert 
for days.” 

“Not only are they lost in 
118-, 120-degree weather, but 
now the agents themselves are 
having to go out there and look 
for these individuals as well, so 
... it’s also dangerous for the 
agents,” he said. 

The Border Patrol reported 
that agents in Arizona have res¬ 
cued at least 1,054 people this 
fiscal year, which began Oct. 1 
and ends Sept. 30. The major¬ 
ity of rescues take place during 
the warmer months. 

In comparison, agents tal¬ 
lied 1,006 rescues in Arizona 
last year. 

This year’s spike corre¬ 
sponds to an overall increase in 
migrant apprehensions at the 
U.S.-Mexican border since 
March. That’s when the U.S. 
government began implement¬ 
ing restrictions to contain the 
spread of COVID-19, including 
expelling most apprehended 
migrants back to Mexico. 

Border enforcement statis¬ 
tics published Thursday 
showed that agents appre¬ 
hended 30,300 migrants, 
mostly single adults along the 



Border Patrol agents in Arizona see an increase in the number of 
rescues of undocumented migrants lost in the desert as they 
try to cross the border illegally, u.s. customs and border protection 


U.S.-Mexican border in June. 
They turned back nearly 90%. 

Apprehensions have 

climbed after bottoming out in 
April, the first full month with 
the border restrictions in place 
because of the coronavirus, ac¬ 
cording to data from U.S. Cus¬ 
toms and Border Protection, 
which includes the Border Pa¬ 
trol. 

Rescues in Pima County 

The number of migrants 
processed along Arizona’s bor¬ 
der with Mexico has risen over 
the past three months. Appre¬ 
hensions rose 47% from May to 
5,604 in June, according to 
CBP’s numbers. 

“Primarily, the person we’re 
rescuing is the adult male. 
We’re seeing folks from Mexico 
as well as Central America, “ 
said Agent Daniel Hernandez, 
spokesman for the Border Pa¬ 
trol’s Tucson Sector. “We 
passed last year’s number in 
June, so we’re roughly around 
980.” 

Enforcement of Arizona’s 
372-mile-long border with 


Mexico is split between two 
Border Patrol sectors. The Tuc¬ 
son Sector covers the eastern 
two-thirds and accounts for 
the overwhelming majority of 
migrant rescues. The Yuma 
Sector covers the remaining 
third to the west. 

Though rescues are up along 
the entire Arizona border, a 
large number of them are con¬ 
centrated in the West Desert, 
the name border agents use to 
describe a vast area in western 
Pima County that includes 
some of the driest, hottest and 
most remote areas in the state. 

Each year during the warmer 
months, the Tucson Sector 
surges staff and resources to 
this part of the border in antici¬ 
pation of a spike in calls. It has 
34 rescue beacons spread 
throughout the area that mi¬ 
grants can activate when in 
distress. 

The Yuma Sector records 
fewer rescues each year, but 
agents noticed a significant in¬ 
crease in the past three 
months. 

They’ve carried out 80 res¬ 
cues this year. By this point in 


Survey 

Continued from Page 1A 

states paused reopening and 
issued requirements for resi¬ 
dents to wear masks. 

The number of Americans 
who say a member of their im¬ 
mediate family has been sick 
with coronavirus more than 
doubled since March, accord¬ 
ing to the Nationscape Insights 
analysis, a project of Democra¬ 
cy Fund, UCLA and USA TO¬ 
DAY. As of late June, that num¬ 
ber is 8% compared with 3% in 
March. 

Nearly three times as many 
Americans say someone in 
their workplace has been sick 
with coronavirus (17%) than in 
March (6%). 

“There's just a much larger 
percentage of people today 
who are saying, 'This is impact¬ 
ing me and my personal fam¬ 
ily,’ ” says Robert Griffin, re¬ 
search director for the Democ¬ 
racy Fund Voter Study Group. 

The Democracy Fund and 


“The impact of the disease 
across racial lines is really 
disparate.” 

Robert Griffin 

Research director for the Democracy 
Fund Voter Study Group 

UCLA Nationscape Project is a 
large-scale study of the Amer¬ 
ican electorate designed to 
conduct 500,000 interviews 
about policies and the presi¬ 
dential candidates during the 
2020 election cycle. 

The latest poll was conduct¬ 
ed the week of June 25, survey¬ 
ing 6,416 Americans. There is a 
margin of error of plus or minus 
2.1 percentage points. The older 
poll was conducted the week of 
March 18, surveying 6,413 
Americans. The margin of error 
is plus or minus 2.1 percentage 
points. 

The survey shows a growing 
racial disparity among those 
who report immediate family 
members have been sick with 
the virus. 

Black (11%) and Latino (11%) 


Americans are more likely than 
white Americans (7%) to have 
an immediate family member 
who got sick, according to the 
survey. These racial differences 
were not apparent in the survey 
from March. 

Amid the pandemic, Black 
and Latino Americans have 
been disproportionately 

affected by the coronavirus. 
According to a report from The 
New York Times, Latino and 
Black Americans have been 
three times as likely to become 
infected with the virus than 
white Americans. Black and 
Latino people are nearly twice 
as likely to die from the virus 
compared with white Ameri¬ 
cans, the Times reported. 

“The impact of the disease 
across racial lines is really dis¬ 
parate,” Griffin said, adding 
that not only are Black and La¬ 
tino communities more likely 
to become sick but also have 
the highest numbers of people 
reporting that they know 
someone who got sick. 

Contributing: Marco della 
Cava and Jorge L. Ortiz 


2019, agents had recorded 64. 
Most of the rescues in the Yu¬ 
ma Sector are concentrated 
along the remote, eastern por¬ 
tions of the sector, adjoining 
the West Desert. 

“With everything still get¬ 
ting hotter, and it’s still not be¬ 
ing the hottest time of the year 
so far, we do definitely foresee 
more rescues continuing to be 
made,” Garibay said. 

Critics such as the humani¬ 
tarian aid organization No 
More Deaths argued that the 
Border Patrol’s policies are re¬ 
sponsible not just for the res¬ 
cues but also the deaths of mi¬ 
grants at the border. They point 
to the agency’s “prevention 
through deterrence” strategy in 
1994 for pushing migrants and 
smugglers to more remote and 
rugged areas of the border. 

Migrants hospitalized 

Border Patrol officials de¬ 
scribed multiple rescues along 
the Arizona border in the past 
three months. 

The most recent example, 
disclosed Thursday, described 
two rescues earlier in the week. 
Monday, agents on patrol at the 
Tohono O’odham Nation en¬ 
countered and treated an un¬ 
conscious 20-year-old migrant 
from Guatemala for severe de¬ 
hydration. 

The next day, agents found 
two migrants wandering in the 
desert near Tombstone in Co¬ 
chise County. The man was 
fine, but a 26-year-old woman 
traveling with him drifted in 
and out of consciousness, the 
Border Patrol said. 

In both instances, medical 
crews transported the two un¬ 
conscious migrants to a nearby 
hospital via helicopter, often 
the easiest and fastest method 
of transportation, especially in 
remote areas of the border. 

On March 21, the U.S. De¬ 
partment of Homeland Securi¬ 
ty began expelling migrants 
apprehended at the border to 
their countries of origin, rather 
than processing them, to avoid 
COVID-19 outbreaks at facili¬ 
ties. 

Most expulsions, under the 
authority of an emergency or¬ 
der the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention issued 
to prevent the spread of CO¬ 
VID-19 under Title 42, happen 
within two hours, according to 
the Border Patrol. 

Hernandez said the first pri¬ 
ority whenever agents encoun¬ 
ter migrants in distress or in 


need of rescue is to get them 
medical attention, if needed. 

“We’re going to make sure 
they get the treatment that 
they need. Once they’re given a 
clean bill of health by medical 
professionals, then we can put 
them back in the immigration 
system, and perhaps they may 
be candidates for the Title 42 
expulsion,” he said. 

Humanitarian aid work 

The Arizona border remains 
one of the deadliest corridors 
for migrants attempting to en¬ 
ter the USA illegally. 

The Pima County Office of 
the Medical Examiner tracks 
the number of human remains 
recovered each year from the 
desert of the Border Patrol’s 
Tucson Sector. 

In 2019, the office reported 
the recovery of the remains of 
153 “undocumented border 
crossers,” the highest number 
in the past five years, although 
the number indicates when the 
remains were found, not when 
the person died. 

This year, 96 sets of human 
remains have been recovered at 
the Arizona border, according 
to a map of migrant mortality 
maintained by the aid group 
Humane Borders, using data 
from medical examiners. 

Of that total, 82 sets of re¬ 
mains were recovered in Pima 
County, most of them in the 
West Desert where the Tucson 
Sector said the majority of mi¬ 
grant rescues are concentrated. 

No More Deaths drops off 
gallons of water for migrants 
trekking through the desert, 
especially in western Pima 
County. 

Large sections of the Arizo- 
na-Mexico border have become 
construction sites as crews re¬ 
place outdated fencing or vehi¬ 
cle barriers with 30-foot steel 
bollards, including in rugged 
desert areas in southwestern 
Arizona, where most of the res¬ 
cues take place. 

Construction crews finished 
installing fencing along 31 
miles in Yuma County. An addi¬ 
tional 212 miles of fencing is 
under construction, according 
to Customs and Border Protec¬ 
tion: 137 miles in the Tucson 
Sector and 75 miles in the Yu¬ 
ma Sector. 

Border Patrol officials said 
they haven’t seen a correlation 
between construction sites and 
the locations where they have 
encountered migrants in need 
of rescue. 
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First woman joins Green 
Berets, makes Army history 


Appeals court lifts barrier to 
1st federal execution in 17 years 


N’dea Yancey-Bragg 

USA TODAY 

A female soldier graduated from the 
Army’s elite Special Forces course, be¬ 
coming the first woman to join a Green 
Beret team. 

The unidentified woman received her 
Special Forces tab and donned her green 
beret at a socially distant graduation 
ceremony Thursday at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, Army Special Operations 
Command said in a statement. She is 
one of about 400 graduates and one of 
three female soldiers going through the 
elite training. 

“From here, you will go forward and 
join the storied formation of the Green 
Berets where you will do what you are 
trained to do: challenge assumptions, 
break down barriers, smash through 
stereotypes, innovate and achieve the 
impossible,” said Lt. Gen. Francis Beau- 
dette, commander of Army Special Op¬ 
erations Command who presided over 
the ceremony. 

“Thankfully, after today, our Green 
Beret men and women will forever stand 
in the hearts of free people everywhere,” 
Beaudette said. 

According to the statement, the 
Army does not release the identities of 
its service members “due to unique mis¬ 
sions assigned upon graduation.” 

Defense officials, speaking to The As¬ 
sociated Press on condition of anonym¬ 
ity, confirmed that she is a member of 
the National Guard. 

The female soldier “excelled through¬ 
out the course and earned the respect of 
both her instructors and her peer 
group,” an unnamed senior Army official 
told Military.com. 

There are more than 6,700 Army 
Green Berets who typically work in 12- 
person teams on specialized combat 


“Thankfully after today, 
our Green Beret men and 
women will forever stand in 
the hearts of free people 
everywhere.” 

Lt. Gen. Francis Beaudette, commander 
of Army Special Operations Command 


and counterterrorism operations. 
Many train other nations’ troops in 
battle skills. 

Training consists of several phases, 
starting with a grueling assessment 
and selection process. The bulk of 
those who try out fail, but some who 
get injured or fail are allowed to try 
again. 

One woman previously completed 
the requirements of the Army Special 
Forces Course before the U.S. military 
opened all combat jobs, including in¬ 
fantry units and special operations, to 
women, in late 2015. 

Capt. Kate Wilder officially graduat¬ 
ed from Special Forces training in 1981, 
The New York Times reported, but she 
was forced out by her superiors. 

After an official investigation, she 
was sent her graduation certificate, 
but she never joined the Green Berets 
and left the Army as a lieutenant colo¬ 
nel in 2003. 

“It isn’t important that I wear the 
hat,” she told The Associated Press af¬ 
ter her graduation. 

“I’m not at all hung up on a hat like a 
lot of the men are. ... What matters is 
that I’m officially qualified,” Wilder 
said. 

Contributing: The Associated Press 


Kevin Johnson 

USA TODAY 

A federal appeals court ruled that 
the first federal execution in 17 years 
should go forward Monday, despite 
concerns raised by the victims’ family 
members that the resurgent coronavi- 
rus risked the health of those who 
planned to witness Daniel Lewis Lee’s 
death by lethal injection. 

The court found that the family’s 
argument “lacks any arguable legal ba¬ 
sis and is therefore frivolous.” 

U.S. District Judge Jane Magnus- 
Stinson on Friday sided with family 
members who asserted that the pan¬ 
demic posed an unreasonable health 
risk to them as witnesses to execution 
in Terre Haute, Indiana. 

“The federal government has put 
this family in the untenable position of 
choosing between their right to wit¬ 
ness Danny Lee’s execution and their 
own health and safety,” the attorney 
for the family said Sunday. 


Elinor Aspegren 

USA TODAY 

An amphibious assault ship caught 
fire on Sunday at Naval Base San Die¬ 
go, resulting in an on-board explosion 
that injured 17 sailors and four civil¬ 
ians and filled the skies with dark 
smoke, according to officials. 

The entire crew of the USS Bon- 
homme Richard was accounted for and 
all were off the 840-foot vessel, ac¬ 
cording to a statement from Naval Sur¬ 
face Forces, U.S. Pacific Fleet. The in¬ 
jured were taken to local hospitals 


The family had planned to attend 
even though they are opposed to his 
death sentence for the murders of Wil¬ 
liam Mueller, his wife, Nancy, and her 
daughter, 8-year-old Sarah Powell. 

Family members have argued Lee’s 
co-defendant was the unquestioned 
ringleader in the 1996 robbery-murder 
yet was sentenced to life in prison. 

The Arkansas judge who presided at 
trial and the lead prosecutor in the case 
also have expressed their opposition to 
Lee’s death sentence. 

“Because the government has sched¬ 
uled the execution in the midst of a rag¬ 
ing pandemic, these (family members) 
would have to put their lives at risk to 
travel cross-country at this time,” the 
family’s attorney said. “They will now 
appeal the Seventh Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals’ decision to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. ... My clients hope the Supreme 
Court and the federal government will 
respect their right to be present at the 
execution and delay it until travel is safe 
enough to make that possible.” 


with non-life-threatening injuries. 

The statement said the blaze was re¬ 
ported close to 8:30 a.m. Several sailors 
were treated after an explosion, accord¬ 
ing to the San Diego Fire Department. 
Approximately 160 sailors were aboard 
the ship at the time, officials said. 

At approximately lp.m., the destroy¬ 
er US S Fitzgerald moved to a pier further 
away from the fire. The destroyer USS 
Russell moved approximately 30 min¬ 
utes later. 

The ship was undergoing routine 
maintenance at the time of the fire. 

Contributing: The Associated Press 


21 hurt in fire, blast on Navy ship 


Brands 

Continued from Page 1A 

Media: From Aunt Jemima to the Frito 
Bandito.” 

“Symbols give shape and texture to 
our everyday reality,” he said. “They in¬ 
form how we see other people, other 
cultures. They inform how we vote, how 
politicians make priorities and pass 
laws. And they inform what we see as 
acceptable forms of representation.” 

But behind some of those symbols or 
images, however distorted, were real 
men and women with families, ambi¬ 
tions and lives. 

Two men named Frank 

Frank Brown’s image became the 
face of Uncle Ben’s in1946, said Caroline 
Sherman, a spokeswoman for Mars 
Food, the brand’s parent company. 

Brown was a maitre d’ in a Chicago 
restaurant. Not much else is known 
about him, but Sherman said there is an 
effort to learn more. 

“I don’t have a lot of details about his 
past,” she said, “but that’s what we’re 
hoping to gather as we go forward.” 

The name Uncle Ben came from an 
African American farmer in Texas who 
was renowned for his high-quality rice. 
According to the brand’s website, Gor¬ 
don Harwell and his partner decided to 
change the name of Converted Brand 
Rice in the late 1940s to draw in new cus¬ 
tomers. 

The brand attempted a makeover in 
2007 when “Ben” became a successful, 
modern businessman instead of a ser¬ 
vant. Mars decided that shift didn’t go 
far enough and plans to change the im¬ 
age on the packaging, though it doesn’t 
know when or what those changes will 
be. “Getting more and more information 
and perspective about the past is only 
going to help that process be stronger,” 
Sherman said. 

A bit more is known about Frank L. 
White, a chef who was the model for the 
image used on boxes of Cream of Wheat. 

White was born on the island of Bar¬ 
bados around 1867, moved to the USA 
seven years later and got his citizenship 
in 1890, according to a story in June 
2007 by The Associated Press, which 
cited a Lansing State Journal interview 
with researcher Jesse Lasorda. 

Cream of Wheat debuted in 1893 and 
initially featured a fictional character 
dubbed “Rastus,” a racist term for Black 
men depicted as simple-minded and ir¬ 
responsible that arose during the min¬ 
strel era. Around the turn of the century, 
White’s picture was taken while he 
worked at a restaurant in Chicago, ac¬ 
cording to the AP. 

The man whose likeness became the 
new face of the cereal brand wasn’t 


identified at the time. White claimed it 
was him, and the story became part of 
the lore in Leslie, Michigan, the town 
where White lived for roughly two dec¬ 
ades before his death Feb. 15,1938, ac¬ 
cording to a report in the Jackson Citi¬ 
zen Patriot cited by AP. 

“We understand there are concerns 
regarding the chef image, and we are 
committed to evaluating our packaging 
and will proactively take steps to ensure 
that we and our brands do not inadver¬ 
tently contribute to systemic racism,” 
B&G Foods said in a news release about 
reviewing the brand image. “B&G Foods 
unequivocally stands against prejudice 
and injustice of any kind.” 

In 2007, White’s grave at Woodlawn 
Cemetery got a new granite marker. It 
included an etching of the chef por¬ 
trayed on the Cream of Wheat Box. 

“Everybody deserves a headstone,” 
Lasorda, who led the effort for the new 
marker, told the Lansing State Journal. 

The meaning of ‘Mammy’ 

Conagra Brands, the maker of Mrs. 
Butterworth’s, said the syrup bottles 
shaped like a matronly woman were “in¬ 
tended to evoke the images of a loving 
grandmother.” 

But last month, Conagra became one 
of several companies to say it would 
start “a complete brand and packaging 
review. ... We stand in solidarity with 
our Black and Brown communities, and 
we can see that our packaging may be 
interpreted in a way that is wholly in¬ 
consistent with our values.” 

Mrs. Butterworth is not believed to be 
modeled after a real person, but to 
some, she conveys a disturbing stereo¬ 
type of a servile Black woman who is 
content to spend her life waiting on 
whites. 

“That’s a clear appropriation of the 
'mammy’ motif,” Smithers said, ex¬ 
plaining how that caricature was “loyal, 
subservient and always ready with 
some down-home wisdom. ... That im¬ 
agery became so ingrained in the way 
Americans saw race in the 20th century 
that it fit almost unnoticed into a pano¬ 
ply of similarly offensive marketing 
campaigns.” 

The Aunt Jemima brand was born in 
1889 when owners Chris Rutt and 
Charles Underwood created the pan¬ 
cake mix. The original image on the 
packaging was inspired by Nancy 
Green, “a storyteller, cook and mission¬ 
ary worker,” according to the brand’s 
website. 

Green was born into slavery in Ken¬ 
tucky and worked as a cook and house¬ 
keeper for a judge on the South Side of 
Chicago, Smithers said. She first per¬ 
formed as Aunt Jemima at the World’s 
Fair in Chicago in 1893 and went on to 
play the character in print and on radio 
for many more years. 



Lillian Richard, seated, was one of the 
first to portray Aunt Jemima, a char¬ 
acter who adorned American breakfast 
tables, her family says, vera Harris 


Smithers said it doesn’t appear that 
Green received royalties for the use of 
her likeness. Her income mostly came 
from her job as a housekeeper and the 
small fee she was paid for her advertis¬ 
ing appearances. 

“One myth that needs quashing is the 
idea that Green died a millionaire,” he 
said. “It’s simply not true.” She was 
“able to live (a) comfortable life and do¬ 
nate money to her church.” 

Green was the first of a rotating cast 
of women - at least four, perhaps a doz¬ 
en - whose likenesses were referenced 
on Aunt Jemima packaging or who 
played the character at cooking demon¬ 
strations and in print, radio and TV ads. 

“The imagery naturalized the idea 
that African American women existed 
merely to serve white people,” Smithers 
said. “That subservient imagery proved 
harmful on a number of levels. It in¬ 
formed popular assumptions about 
Black womanhood. It shaped the way 
people interacted with Black women, 
(including) exposing them to sexual vi¬ 
olence, and informed the racism that 
punctuated not only pop culture, but 
20th-century feminist movements, pol¬ 
itics and social history.” 

Some descendants of the women 
who played Aunt Jemima say their sto¬ 
ries are more complicated. 

‘Acknowledge these women 9 

Richard’s family said she was the 
third woman to portray Aunt Jemima. 
Born in 1891, the fifth of 11 children, Rich¬ 
ard eventually left her hometown to try 
to earn a better living. 

“You can’t think about 2020,” said 
Harris, her great-niece. “You have to go 
back and try to imagine how it was in 
1911.... If you were a woman, you did do¬ 
mestic work. You were cooks, you were 
maids. You took care of white people’s 
children. So she went out for better op¬ 
portunities because Dallas was much 
larger than Hawkins, Texas. She knew if 
she went there, she could find domestic 
work and it would pay more.” 

Richard promoted Aunt Jemima 


products at stores, fairs and other 
events for the next 23 years. 

“They’d bring her back in a fancy car,” 
Harris said of her great-aunt’s employ¬ 
er. “Her brothers and sisters and friends 
would be all excited to see her when she 
came home because she had stories to 
tell them about what she saw in the 
places she went to. She kind of became a 
little celebrity.” 

Richard retired after suffering a 
stroke and returned home to Hawkins 
where she was cared for by relatives. 
She died in 1956. 

Harris said her family is proud of 
Richard’s legacy, hosting a pancake 
breakfast for the Hawkins community 
every March where a relative, dressed 
as Richard portraying Aunt Jemima, 
takes to the stage to talk about Richard. 

Harris said the city erected a histori¬ 
cal marker to Richard in 1995 in the 
neighborhood where she grew up. A sign 
proclaims Hawkins is the pancake cap¬ 
ital of Texas and the former home of 
Richard. “Not only is our family proud of 
her,” Harris said, “but the community as 
a whole.” 

Harris said she fully supports the 
Black Lives Matter movement. She also 
understands Quaker Oats’ decision to 
change the name and imaging of its 
Aunt Jemima brand, which the compa¬ 
ny said is “based on a racial stereotype,” 
despite a revamp in 1989 when the char¬ 
acter stopped wearing a red bandanna 
and donned pearl earrings instead. 

But “we don’t want her history to be 
wiped away,” Harris said. “My aunt was 
a smart lady.” 

Harris contacted Quaker Oats and 
said she would like the company, which 
bought the Aunt Jemima brand in 1926, 
to consider creating a commemorative 
box that lists all the women who played 
the character on the back. 

That might include Anna Robinson, 
who, according to the brand’s website, 
took on the role at the second Chicago 
World’s Fair in 1933, then toured the na¬ 
tion, earning enough income “to provide 
for her children and buy a 22-room 
house” where she rented out rooms. 

Quaker said in an emailed statement 
that it didn’t have anything to add be¬ 
yond its announcement that it would 
change Aunt Jemima’s branding. “We’re 
in the process of working on the packag¬ 
ing redesign, but no final decisions have 
yet been made.” 

Harris said the box could display 
photos of the women as they looked 
when they weren’t dressed in costume. 

“Say something like 'We wouldn’t be 
where we are without the blood, sweat 
and tears of these Aunt Jemimas,’ ” she 
said. There could be a short explanation 
about why the image is no longer used. 
“But let the world know these were vital, 
live people. They weren’t minstrel, 
made-up characters. ... Acknowledge 
these women.” 
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TODAY'S DEBATE: THE PRESIDENT AND THE GOP 

Our view: Trump tarnishes 
the Republican Party brand 



ANDY MARLETTE/PENSACOLA (FLORIDA) NEWS JOURNAL/USA TODAY NETWORK 

Florida COVID data is 


Both elegant and eviscerating, the 
anti-incumbency attack Ronald Rea¬ 
gan unleashed against Jimmy Carter in 
a 1980 debate was a simple question: 
Are you better off now than you were 
four years ago? 

With the country then struggling 
with stagnant economic growth, high 
inflation and a debilitating hostage cri¬ 
sis in Iran, the question answered itself 
in the minds of most Americans. 

Put aside for the moment how dev¬ 
astating that same question could be 
for Donald Trump amid more than 
135,000 Americans dead in a pandem¬ 
ic, a related economic crisis and sweep¬ 
ing protests over racial injustice. 

Imagine the query cast in a slightly 
different context: Is the president’s Re¬ 
publican Party better off than it was 
four years ago? The answer has to be a 
resounding no. 

Start at the ballot box. Democrats 
captured the House of Representatives 
in 2018 with their largest gain (41 seats) 
since Watergate, captured a Senate 
seat in deeply red Alabama in a special 
election, and drastically slashed the 
GOP’s historic lead in governorships 
from 33-16 to 26-24. The Republican 
majority in the Senate is at serious risk 
in November, and Trump’s racial rheto¬ 
ric hurts the party with minority groups 
that will become increasingly impor¬ 
tant in the years to come. 

Then there’s the growing number of 
GOP figures publicly declaring they 
won’t vote for Trump (Mitt Romney, 
John Bolton and Carly Fiorina) or con¬ 
templating as much (Sen. Lisa Mur- 
kowski of Alaska, George W. Bush, Jeb 
Bush and Cindy McCain). A small but 
vehement group of Republican “Never 
Trumpers” has banded together to 
launch caustic anti-Trump ads. 

For much of Trump’s first term his 
party has stood steadfastly by him — in 
part because of his commitment to ap¬ 
pointing conservative judges, lowering 
taxes and reducing regulations, and in 
part because they fear the ire of the 
president and his base. But during this 
year of crises and sinking poll numbers, 
Trump has become consumed with de¬ 
flecting blame for the coronavirus re¬ 
sponse and fueling the culture wars. 
The president can’t even articulate a 
second-term agenda when asked. 

“He’s causing a brand problem for 
Republicans,” former Ohio Republican 


Ed Rollins and Eric Beach 

The campaign to reelect President 
Donald Trump has been adrift for 
months. The COVID-19 pandemic and 
left-wing riots have destabilized the 
United States, dramatically impacting 
the presidential race by providing the 
bumbling Joe Biden with a clear path to 
the White House. President Trump 
needs to get the nation — and his cam¬ 
paign — back on track. 

The Trump campaign can reverse 
Biden’s fortunate momentum by recap¬ 
turing the “Make America Great Again” 
movement of 2016. With so much di¬ 
viding us, Americans want their coun¬ 
try back. If anarchy can damage our cit¬ 
ies, capitalism will build them back up. 
If Democrats and media elites want to 
label Americans racist and divide us, 
President Trump can demonstrate that 
it is unity that guides us. 

How can President Trump do it? He 
must recapture the original “MAGA” 
themes, hammering home the “Ameri¬ 
ca First” message of 2016, from law and 
order to middle-class tax cuts and con¬ 
servative jurisprudence. President 
Trump also needs to respond to the CO¬ 
VID-19 pandemic, and the riots that 
marred broad protests for racial justice, 
with creativity, empathy and tenacity. 

First, using executive authority and 
federal assets like the National Guard, 
President Trump should push back on 
chaotic elements when Democratic 
governors and mayors are too weak or 
unwilling to protect their citizens. 
Block bills for funding for cities that al¬ 
low anarchy, sanctuary status for ille- 


Gov. John Kasich told CNN last week. 
“That base he has — the edges of that 
base are beginning to fray, (it’s) getting 
smaller and smaller.” 

The nation has long benefited from 
having two vibrant competing parties, 
one of them a GOP that traditionally 
advocated for smaller government, eth¬ 
ical conduct, fiscal responsibility, free 
trade, international alliances and 
standing up to dictators abroad. Yet to¬ 
day’s GOP is more like a cult of person¬ 
ality. On issue after issue, Trump is out 
of sync with public sentiment and the 
Republican Party’s traditional values: 

I COVID. GOP governors of Texas 
and the swing states Florida and Arizo¬ 
na heeded the president’s call to reopen 
quickly, even when none met White 
House coronavirus task force criteria 
for doing so. The states’ infections and 
hospitalizations have since soared, 
even as Trump has downplayed the 
outbreak, sidelined scientists, pulled 
the United States out of the World 
Health Organization and refused until 
this weekend to wear a mask in public. 

I Confederates. A national reexami¬ 
nation of race finds Trump defending 
Confederate names, monuments and 
symbols, even as the Republican-led 
Senate Armed Services Committee vot¬ 
ed to strip names of Confederate gener¬ 
als from military installations, an over¬ 
whelmingly Republican Mississippi 
government voted to erase a Confeder¬ 
ate symbol from the state flag, and 
NASCAR banned Confederate symbols. 

I Corruption. After vowing to “drain 
the swamp” in Washington, Trump has 
presided over a cesspool of cronyism 
and corruption. Late Friday, he com¬ 
muted the prison sentence of longtime 
friend Roger Stone, who had been con¬ 
victed of seven felonies. 

The reaction to this blatant abuse of 
presidential clemency power? Sen. 
Mitt Romney, R-Utah, called it “unprec¬ 
edented, historic corruption.” Sen. Pat 
Toomey, R-Pa., said it was a “mistake.” 
Beyond that: the usual silence from 
Trump’s GOP enablers. 

Republican senators had the chance 
to rid themselves and the nation of the 
Trump millstone at the impeachment 
trial this year, but only Romney voted to 
convict and remove. Now their fortunes 
are tied to Trump’s, even as the presi¬ 
dent recklessly tacks in a direction 
most of the nation doesn’t want to go. 


gal immigrants, destruction of monu¬ 
ments and defunding of police. Create 
tax incentives for those willing to re¬ 
build and take their cities back. 

At the same time, the president 
must remind citizens of these Demo- 
cratic-led states and cities that liberal 
policies and lawlessness are recipes for 
disaster. The administration’s record of 
achieving record-low Black unemploy¬ 
ment and addressing criminal justice 
reform in any other year would be solid, 
but President Trump needs new, inno¬ 
vative thinking to accompany it. 

Like other movements against the 
president, Democrats and media elites 
thrive off of conflict and pain for Amer¬ 
icans. They don’t want progress, only 
votes. Exploit them with solutions. 

The failure of the police reform bill is 
actually an opportunity for President 
Trump. Meet weekly with leaders of 
this important movement and lay out 
policies to introduce a subsequent bill 
of real reform. 

Lastly, focus on the importance of 
education, reopening schools in August 
and September. American families ac¬ 
cept wearing masks and social distanc¬ 
ing, but they need their kids in school. 

Using these responses, the Trump 
campaign can get back on track and re¬ 
sume the campaign rallies that invig¬ 
orated so much support in 2016. The 
base is alive and well, but Trump voters 
need a reason to get excited. 

Ed Rollins serves as chairman of the 
pro-Trump Great America PAC. Eric 
Beach is the founder and co-chairman 
of Great America PAC. 


unreliable, 

I learned a hard lesson 
when the state fired me 

Rebekah Jones 

Florida has a data problem. 

While the rest of the world drowned 
in third-party, speculative and non- 
scientific coronavirus data at the onset 
of the pandemic, the Florida Depart¬ 
ment of Health stood proudly and 
steady in its position as the single¬ 
point source of information in the state. 

That monopoly over COVID-19 data 
in the state is partly my fault. I worked 
very hard for several months to ensure 
that the health department was the 
only authority over the data, and be¬ 
cause I was the sole creator and pub¬ 
lisher of that data, I trusted its authen¬ 
ticity and accuracy above all else. 

I learned a hard lesson about data 
integrity when I was fired in May for re¬ 
fusing to manually manipulate that da¬ 
ta at state leaders’ request. Data is only 
as trusted as its keeper, and the depart¬ 
ment’s credibility evaporated faster 
than dew on the grass in the Florida 
morning sun after news of my firing 
spread across the globe. 

A few weeks later, on the day Gov. 
Ron DeSantis announced the full re¬ 
opening of K-12 schools in August, Scott 
Pritchard, the lead epidemiologist for 
Florida’s COVID-19 response since Jan¬ 
uary, abruptly quit after 15 years of ser¬ 
vice. The Miami Herald cited a former 
health department employee, speaking 
on the condition of anonymity, who 
said Pritchard was afraid DeSantis 
would use him as a scapegoat once 
cases “started exploding.” 

Tanking trust in state data 

Trust in the health department 
tanked — also partly my fault — and 
consequently, secondary and non- 
authoritative data resources have 
popped up left and right. Public dis¬ 
trust in the officials who are supposed 
to lead us opens up too many avenues 
for amateurs and pseudo scientists to 
fill the data hole with unreliable, un- 
vetted and unsourced information. 

Still, there were other reliable state 
agencies pushing back against disrup¬ 
tive disinformation. One of them pro¬ 
vided data on hospital capacity that 
should have been added to Florida’s 
COVID-19 dashboard months ago, but 
never was. 

I was told the public data wasn’t 
“ours” to use. But I published it, and it 
became intensely controversial when 
the public realized the state’s political 
messaging didn’t match its own data. 
Not only that, data from different state 
departments didn’t match up. 

The problem with the confusion is 
that this data is used as a proxy for ac¬ 
tive hospitalizations. Misuse of hospi¬ 
talization data stretches from bloggers 
all the way to The New York Times. Tak¬ 
ing the number of people hospitalized 
today versus the number reported yes¬ 
terday doesn’t tell you how many more 
were hospitalized in the past day — it 
tells you how many reports of hospital¬ 
izations the state received, which could 


confusing 



Rebekah Jones is a former scientist 
for the Florida Health Department. 


include hospitalizations from cases 
back in March. The same is true of 
death data. 

On top of that, Florida officials are 
publishing zero data about testing and 
cases in state prisons. They also don’t 
publish data about testing, cases and 
deaths in jails. 

They stopped publishing demo¬ 
graphic data about who’s being tested 
after firing me in May, so we have no 
idea whether surges in cases by age, 
gender, race or ethnicity are truly 
spikes or whether they’re proportional 
to the number of people being tested 
within those demographic groups. 
They’ve never published testing or 
death data by ZIP code, either. And they 
don’t publish dates of deaths, making it 
difficult to measure and monitor 
trends. 

Another black hole 

Contact tracing is another black 
hole. The state claims to be doing it but 
won’t publish any data on it at all. And 
since I started publishing my own 
dashboard, it has made unannounced 
and abrupt changes in information 
such as reporting periods and what 
testing is reported. 

All of this amounts to highly disor¬ 
ganized and conflicting data that most 
people wouldn’t know how to make 
sense of. Maybe that’s what Florida au¬ 
thorities want — to create confusion so 
they can dismiss any damning infor¬ 
mation as a misinterpretation of data. 

Florida was once hailed as the gold 
standard in data transparency and ac¬ 
cessibility. That was my plan. Now it’s 
seen as one of the most corrupt and in¬ 
accessible systems in the country. That 
is entirely the leaders’ fault. 

If Florida is to come out of this pan¬ 
demic stronger, it needs the help of sci¬ 
entists like me and others across the 
state. To do that, we need data. It’s time 
for Florida officials to step up to fix the 
data problem they created. 

Rebekah Jones , who helped create 
the Florida Department of Health's vi¬ 
rus statistical dashboard , said she was 
fired because she would not change da¬ 
ta. Gov. Ron DeSantis' office has said 
that she was let go for being insubordi¬ 
nate. Jones has launched her own data 
website , “Florida COVID Action.” This 
column first appeared in Treasure 
Coast Newspapers. 

WANT TO COMMENT? Have Your Say at 
letters@usatoday.com, @usatodayopinion on 
Twitter and facebook.com/usatodayopinion. 
Comments are edited for length and clarity. Con¬ 
tent submitted to USA TODAY may appear in print, 
digital or other forms. For letters, include name, 
address and phone number. Letters may be mailed 
to 7950 Jones Branch Drive, McLean, VA, 22108. 
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Special coverage 

It's time to start talking 
to your doctor again. 

I For more information, visit 
StopMedicalDistancing.org 


AMERICAN HEALTH 

YOUR HEALTH I SECTION A 


THE OTHER 
SILENT KILLER: 

Fear of COVID-19 is causing thousands to go undiagnosed 
and vital medical issues to go untreated. 


KEEP 5DEIRL DISTANCING 


It's not just COVID-19 cases that are on 
the rise across the country. The number of 
Americans avoiding urgent medical care 
over fear of catching the virus is also rising 
at an alarming rate—behavior which could 
prove to be even more deadly than the vi¬ 
rus itself. 
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ment to control. The longer these patients 
defer care for these conditions, the more at 
risk to adverse effects they become. 

And 


more American lives than COVID-19: 
heart disease, cancer, unintentional 
injuries, strokes, cerebrovascular diseases, 
Alzheimer's disease, diabetes, influenza 
and pneumonia, nephritis, nephrotic 
syndrome, nephrosis, chronic liver disease, 
cirrhosis, septicemia, essential hyperten- 


vision, trouble with short or long term 
memory, disruption of sleep patterns, 
unexpected weight loss or gain, muscle 
weakness, excessive sweating, swelling, 
chest pain, bleeding, heart burn, issues 
with bowels, vomiting, hair loss, itching, 
rashes, confusing, hallucinations, head- 

I the neck, 
are trou- 


liquids, viral hepatitis, human immunode¬ 
ficiency virus (HIV), anemias, nutritional 
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puerperium, congenital malformations, 
falls, accidental discharge of firearms, 
accidental exposure to smoke, accidental 
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While we’ve all been social distancing, we’ve also been medical distancing. 
But your doctor isn’t someone to avoid right now. In fact, a good way to 
maintain your health is to stay in touch with your care providers. Safety protocols are 
in place, making it possible for you to keep your appointments whether in person or 
by telemedicine. So no more toughing it out. And no more deferring the care you 
need. It’s time to start talking to your doctor again. StopMedicalDistancing.org 
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of survival. 

Even general emergency room volumes 
are down 50 percent nationwide according 
to CNBC. Leading doctors and medical 
professionals to believe that the percentage 
of patients avoiding care, even for serious 
injuries, is on the rise. 

Combined, the following conditions 
are known to the CDC to be claiming 
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ma, multiple myeloma, and leukemia. 

Additionally, talk to your doctor for 
issues with abdominal pain, back pain, 
chest pain, head injuries, chronic pain, if 
you feel chills, if you have a lasting fever, if 
you experience numbness, extended light¬ 
headedness or dizziness, dry mouth, feel 
nauseated, shortness of breath, experience 
trouble breathing, changes in hearing or 
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needless taxing of a health system already 
stretched thin by this pandemic response. 
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A government health organization 
recently released its own framework 
for healthcare systems and providers to 
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ejjiueiinuiugy icjjuiis, cinu encouraging 
all medical professionals to be vigilant 
about detecting and responding to any rise 
in COVID-19 cases in the community. To 
help combat these fears and reverse the 
trend that's emerged since stay-at-home 
orders have been put in place, doctors 
everywhere are urging people who have 
an urgent or emergency medical situation 
to not put it off. Talk to your doctor. 
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Mary Trump’s book reveals 
deep family dysfunction 

I “Too Much and Never Enough” raises eyebrows. 
We catalog cringeworthy moments. Page 5B 


Susan Tompor 

Columnist 
USA TODAY 

Avoid 
stimulus 
scams, 
extra fees 

And now, time for “It’s Not a Stimu¬ 
lus Scam, the Sequel.” 

First, consumers had to be assured 
in June that the navy blue, Visa debit 
cards that just showed up in the mail 
beginning in late May really did con¬ 
tain stimulus money. The unexpected 
plastic card wasn’t a scam or a special 
promotion, as some thought. 

Now, letters from the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of the Treasury are being sent in 
July to alert consumers about unused 
prepaid cards and how to activate the 
cards in order to spend your Economic 
Impact Payment, if you have one sit¬ 
ting in a drawer somewhere. 

The letter also will show you how to 
get a replacement card, if you’ve lost 
the card or thrown it away. And this 
letter isn’t a scam either. 

The good news: The latest enve¬ 
lopes containing these letters will 
state in red: “Not a bill or an advertise¬ 
ment. Important information about 
your Economic Impact Payment.” 

A relatively small group - nearly 4 
million people - are going to receive 
their Economic Impact Payments via 
prepaid debit cards, according to the 
Internal Revenue Service. That pre¬ 
paid card is being sent to some con¬ 
sumers instead of a paper check. 

The prepaid cards could come in 
handy, too, should Congress approve 
the roll out of a more limited round of 
stimulus payments to be issued later 
this summer or fall. So experts say you 
might not want to throw away the blue 
Visa card even if you’ve already spent 
the money on it. It’s possible the gov¬ 
ernment could use those cards to issue 
another round of stimulus cash for 
some. 

If someone sends you an email out 
of the blue, though, or calls offering to 
help you get your stimulus money, ig¬ 
nore such attempts, which are scams. 

Skip fees on stimulus Visa cards 

The prepaid cards have created a 
brand-new level of confusion in a fair¬ 
ly confusing rollout for stimulus cash. 

Lauren Saunders, associate direc¬ 
tor of the National Consumer Law 
Center, said consumers who receive 
these cards, and possibly the follow¬ 
up letters now, should take time to un¬ 
derstand how to avoid any extra fees, 
including taking the necessary steps 
to transfer money from the card to 
your bank account, using network 
ATMs and asking for cash back when 
buying items at a supermarket or other 
retailer. 

“It’s actually a very low-fee card. 
The trick is just making sure that peo¬ 
ple know how to use it,” Saunders said. 

See STIMULUS, Page 2B 
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Malls fight COVID-19 
and store closings 



A security guard wears a mask while patrolling on a Segway inside Penn Square Mall in Oklahoma City in May. 
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Double whammy 
upends business model 

Nathan Bomey and Kelly Tyko 

USA TODAY 

Just when many shopping malls 
had finally figured out how to adapt to 
the era of digital retail, the coronavirus 
pandemic upended everything. 

Having seen their recent move to¬ 
ward dining, entertainment, fitness 
and personal services come to a 
screeching halt - a pivot that was sup¬ 
posed to help them survive the Ama¬ 
zon age - malls throughout America 
are suddenly running out of time. 

With J.C. Penney trying to avoid liq¬ 
uidation, smaller retailers closing or 
requesting rent relief, and venues in¬ 
cluding theaters still temporarily shut 
down due to COVID-19, anywhere from 
1 in 4 malls to 1 in 2 could go out of busi¬ 
ness altogether, analysts projected. 

“The whole business model of a 
mall, which is about pulling in as many 
people as you can and getting them to 
stay for as long as you can, has just un¬ 
raveled,” said Neil Saunders, manag¬ 
ing director of consultancy GlobalData 
Retail. 

The bleak turn of events has provid¬ 
ed more fuel to online retailers already 
swiping market share away from malls 
that were relying on diminishing foot 
traffic to apparel shops and depart¬ 
ment stores in particular. 

“There are malls that this crisis will 
accelerate their closure, no doubt,” 


“They’re trying to plug the 
holes in a dam.” 

Deborah Weinswig, CEO, Coresight Research 

said Kat Cole, president and chief oper¬ 
ating officer of Focus Brands, parent 
company of mall classics such as Cinna- 
bon and Auntie Anne’s. “How many is 
anybody’s guess, but we’re hoping it’s a 
minority.” 

Analysts at Coresight Research, 
which tracks retail closures, projected 
that about 25% of America’s malls 
would disappear within the next three 
to five years. 

But that could rise to as many as 50% 
“if we can’t stop the bleeding,” Coresight 
CEO Deborah Weinswig said in an inter¬ 
view. “That ends up changing the face of 
America.” 

In general, analysts say that high- 
end “A” malls are in the best shape be¬ 
cause their luxury retail tenants have 
higher profit margins and thus are bet¬ 
ter able to withstand the downturn. But 
so-called “B” and “C” malls, which have 
lower-priced stores and more vacan¬ 
cies, are facing a high risk of closure. 

“They’re trying to plug the holes in a 
dam,” Weinswig said. 

Even malls that bet big on in-person 
experiences that were considered to be 
extremely resilient in the age of digital 
retail are suddenly experiencing noth¬ 
ing but pain. 

“A lot of the things that malls have 
built-in like gyms, movie theaters and 


restaurants, food service are just not 
able to operate and pull in customers the 
way they once did,” Saunders said. 
“They’re either having to shut down or 
limit capacity or customers are very re¬ 
luctant to go there.” 

Mall occupancy rates hit their lowest 
level in at least a decade in the second 
quarter of 2020 at 94.4%, according to 
CoStar Group, which tracks real estate. 

Of the nation’s 1,793 enclosed shop¬ 
ping malls, nearly 500 “are at risk due to 
their location being poor” or “due to 
their dependence” on office workers or 
tourism for foot traffic, CoStar senior 
consultant Kevin Cody said. 

Retail tenants floundering 

While some retailers have flourished 
during the pandemic, nearly all of them 
- such as Walmart, Target, Kroger and 
Home Depot - offered essential services 
of some kind, including groceries and 
home improvement goods. Few are typi¬ 
cally located in malls. 

On the other hand, department 
stores and apparel retailers, which 
dominate most malls, have been floun¬ 
dering. And many are already facing ex¬ 
istential crises. 

Recent Chapter 11 bankruptcy filings 
have included department store chains 
J.C. Penney and Neiman Marcus as well 
as apparel retailers Brooks Brothers and 
J. Crew. Those four have said they hope 
to use the restructuring process to cut 
debt and emerge as more sustainable 

See MALLS, Page 2B 


Taxpayers await IRS response 


Pandemic creates 
delays, backlog 

Russ Wiles 

Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 

It’s mid-year already. Do you know 
what happened to your income tax re¬ 
fund or your return? 

Plenty of people like Charles and 
Anna Letner are still waiting to learn 
the fate of their 2019 federal return and 
expected refund. 

The retired Phoenix couple said 
they have always completed their re¬ 
turns on paper and mailed them in, 
rather than preparing and submitting 
returns online. There’s nothing wrong 
with that, though the Internal Revenue 
Service for years has extolled the vir¬ 
tues of online filing, claiming it’s both 
faster and more secure. That certainly 



It’s midyear already. Do you know what 
happened to your income tax refund 
or your return? 
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has been the case during the coronavi¬ 
rus pandemic, which shut down large 
swaths of the economy - and much of 
the IRS. 

The Letners mailed their paper re¬ 
turn in late February, well in advance of 


this year’s original April 17 filing dead¬ 
line, yet still have no answers. 

The couple said they checked the 
“where’s my refund” tool at irs.gov on 
several occasions but didn’t learn any¬ 
thing. 

“Each time the automatic response is 
'There is no information about your re¬ 
fund,’ and after the double check for ac¬ 
curacy of information, it automatically 
hangs up,” they said in an email. 

They also tried calling the IRS but 
haven’t been able to connect with a live 
person. Similarly, two letters mailed to 
the agency have gone unanswered. 

“We do understand that the virus has 
caused great delays,” the Letners said. 
But they’re concerned that their return 
might have gotten lost in the mail or 
misplaced. They hope to receive an an¬ 
swer prior to this year’s extended July 15 
filing deadline. 

See IRS, Page 2B 
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Malls 

Continued from Page IB 
companies. 

But their plans also include hundreds 
of store closures, including 242 planned 
by J.C. Penney alone, raising the pros¬ 
pect that malls throughout the country 
will be hollowed out in the coming 
months. 

Retailers have already announced 
the closure of more than 80 million 
square feet of space so far in 2020, ac¬ 
cording to CoStar. That compared with 
114 million for all of 2019, which had the 
liquidation of Payless ShoeSource, 
Gymboree and Charlotte Russe. 

“Malls are going to certainly see a lot 
of those closures. And I think that mall 
owners are going to have to get creative 
in order to survive,” CoStar consultant 
Robin Trantham said. 

Bill Taubman, chief operating officer 
of Taubman Centers, one of the largest 
mall property owners in the country, 
pointed out that most of the retailers 
that have tumbled into bankruptcy in 
recent months had significant chal¬ 
lenges before the pandemic erupted. 

For example, J.C. Penney, Neiman 
Marcus and J. Crew had billions of dol¬ 
lars in debt that weighed them down, 
placing them on watch-lists for Chapter 
11 . 

“The COVID crisis has impacted 
them in a way that has deteriorated 
their business plan. I can agree with 
that for sure. But I don’t know that CO¬ 
VID was the cause of the issue to begin 
with,” Taubman said. 

But he acknowledged that the pan¬ 
demic will require malls to adapt their 
approach, especially because retail 
leasing is not expected to rebound 
quickly, even if a vaccine ultimately 
puts an end to the crisis. 

“I think we’re seeing a higher rate of 
evolution right now than we have in the 
past and we’re going to have to move,” 
Taubman said. “But there are so many 
new tenants out there that are interest¬ 
ed in space and interested in experienc¬ 
ing bricks and mortar and I don’t think 
that’s going to fade. I think it’s going to 
take a hiatus for a while because people 
don’t have the money right now.” 

The challenges facing department 



Shoppers have to adapt, getty images 


stores, in particular, are especially prob¬ 
lematic for malls - and not just because 
of the foot traffic they’re supposed to 
deliver. Many malls also have clauses in 
their leases that allow other, smaller 
tenants to leave if anchor tenants drop 
out. 

“The department store is just a for¬ 
mat that does not work anymore,” said 
Chris Kuiper, a CFRA Research stock 
analyst who tracks mall companies. 
“People don’t want to wade through a 
four-story mega store to find a couple of 
items. So instead of these anchors being 
a traffic generator, they became an an¬ 
chor in a literal sense, dragging down 
these malls.” 

Experiential model fades 

The great hope for malls was sup¬ 
posed to be a sharp pivot toward experi¬ 
ences and services. But in-person, in¬ 
door interaction is considered one of the 
riskiest activities during the pandemic 
- and thus many of those operations 
have been shut down for months, with 
little promise of reopening soon amid an 
outbreak in such states as Texas, Arizo¬ 
na and Florida. 

“That has unfortunately turned into a 
massive liability because those are the 
things that are going to stay closed,” 
Kuiper said. “So they’re really facing no 
good options at this point.” 

The key question is whether the ex¬ 
periential model is finished or simply on 
hold. 

Philadelphia resident Marta Rusek, 


35, considers herself a lifelong mall 
shopper and before the pandemic was 
regularly going to the AMC movie thea¬ 
ter at her local mall. 

Now, Rusek, who works as a nonprof¬ 
it organizer and has a compromised im¬ 
mune system, has no plans to return 
anytime soon. She even recently 
dreamed about going to a mall again but 
called it a “COVID-19 nightmare” be¬ 
cause in the dream she accidentally left 
her mask at home. 

“I’m not going to feel safe going into 
the theater or being around large crowds 
of people until the day those magic 
words that 'there’s a vaccine available 
and it’s over’ are spoken,” Rusek said. 

On that day, malls that had bet on 
food, entertainment, fitness centers and 
other services could zoom right back to 
the front of the pack. 

Michael Brown, a partner in the con¬ 
sumer practice of global strategy and 
management consultancy Kearney who 
has studied the future of retail, said the 
experiential model remains compelling 
for malls in the long run. 

“We all believe that the COVID pan¬ 
demic is temporary. We don’t know if it’s 
temporary for six, 12,18 months or long¬ 
er, but it is temporary,” Brown said. “At 
some point in time, we will gather in 
public together to enjoy dining or enter¬ 
tainment or sports or recreation togeth¬ 
er. That’s why we say this is really just 
an accelerator. The strong will survive, 
but they will take a financial hit in the 
short term.” 

Brown rejected the suggestion that 
Americans will stay away from mall res¬ 
taurants, for example, after the pan¬ 
demic. 

“Dining at home is nice, but the food 
doesn’t arrive as hot, it’s not presented 
as well and somebody always has to do 
the dishes when you’re done,” Brown 
said. “So it’s not a substitute for dining 
out.” 

Despite short-term difficulties for 
tenants such as fitness centers, which 
have been forced to shut down in many 
states, malls are still likely to move in 
that direction when this is over if only 
because of the pressure e-commerce 
continues to place on physical stores, 
CoStar’s Trantham said. 

“While it may take a while for fitness 
centers and restaurants to expand at the 
same rate as they were before, we will 


still believe that they will recover even¬ 
tually,” Trantham said. 

In the long run, mall property owners 
may need to pivot once again, turning 
toward alternative options for their 
space, such as hotels, apartments, or 
online product fulfillment centers, ana¬ 
lysts say. 

They also need to invest in new ideas 
including areas within the mall where 
shoppers can pick up products that they 
bought online from retailers located in¬ 
side the mall, analysts said. 

However, many malls can’t make 
long-term plans right now. They’re too 
busy dealing with the present. 

Malls come under pressure 
to provide rent relief 

In many cases, retail tenants are re¬ 
questing rent relief from mall property 
owners as they navigate the crisis. 
Nordstrom, J.C. Penney and The 
Cheesecake Factory are examples of re¬ 
tailers that have either failed to pay in 
full or are negotiating temporary rent 
reductions. 

“They don’t have to close if the mall 
developers can figure out how to re¬ 
structure their rents to make sense for 
their tenants,” Focus Brands executive 
Cole said, referring in general to retail¬ 
ers that are seeking a break. 

Without rent relief, store closures 
could accelerate. That will undermine 
mall finances and place additional pres¬ 
sure on them because with additional 
vacancies, remaining tenants won’t 
want to pay full price for the space ei¬ 
ther, Saunders said. 

“In the present environment, it’s go¬ 
ing to be really difficult for the mall and 
property owners to fill those gaps,” 
Saunders said. 

One alternative to rent relief might be 
for mall owners and retailers to join 
forces. 

Mall owners Simon Property Group 
and Brookfield Property Partners are re¬ 
portedly considering a joint bid to buy 
J.C. Penney in a strategy that mall com¬ 
panies have deployed with increasing 
frequency in recent years. In February, 
Simon was part of a group that agreed to 
buy fashion retailer Forever 21 out of 
bankruptcy, and in 2016, Simon was 
part of a group that bought fashion re¬ 
tailer Aeropostale out of bankruptcy. 
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The prepaid cards are likely better 
than a paper check for people who do 
not have access to a traditional bank ac¬ 
count and would likely face significant 
check-cashing fees. 

And if there is another round of stim¬ 
ulus payments, which may target peo¬ 
ple of modest means, the federal gov¬ 
ernment could get that money quickly 
to people. A second round of stimulus 
money, again if approved by Congress, 
could be deposited onto those cards 
fairly easily. 

Another tip: “Keep the card even after 
it is empty. You may be able to use it to 
quickly receive additional payments if 
Congress passes another stimulus bill,” 
according to the National Consumer 
Law Center. 

But again, you want to plan out how 
you access the cash on the card to avoid 
possible fees. 

If you’ve thrown away that card, you 
can call 800-240-8100 for a replace¬ 
ment. The number will not help you 
track down lost stimulus money that 
was sent by check; it’s only good for the 
prepaid debit cards. 

Don’t just go to any ATM 

To save money, you’d want to use an 
in-network AllPoint brand ATM in order 
to avoid a $2 charge each time you make 
a string of cash withdrawals. A variety 
of big brand-name retailers, including 
Target, Walgreens, CVS and Rite Aid, 
across the country have the AllPoint 
brand ATMs in many stores. 

The Money Network, which issued 
the stimulus payment debit card, said it 
will waive this $2 fee one time only on 
the first withdrawal at ATMs outside of 
the network. 

In metro Detroit, some AllPoint ATMs 
are located in some CVS stores, Rite Aid 
stores, Speedway gas stations, Cash 
Connection 43 outlets, Walmart, Wal¬ 
greens and other locations. Check EIP- 
Card.com/locator as a way to search lo¬ 
cations in your zip code. 

If you use the prepaid stimulus card 
at an ATM that is not part of the net¬ 
work, you’d pay a $2 fee plus any fees 
charged by the ATM operator. 

Another big fee to avoid: A possible 
$5 fee each time you make repeated 
cash withdrawals from the Economic 
Impact Payment debit card at a bank 
teller window. 

Saunders noted that you can with¬ 


draw up to $2,500 the first time for free 
if you go to a bank that has the Visa logo, 
which is virtually any bank. 

But subsequent teller withdrawals 
cost $5 each plus any possible fees 
charged by the bank where you’re han¬ 
dling the transaction. 

The National Consumer Law Center 
has created an online guide on how to 
avoid fees, which could add up if you’re 
not careful. 

One such tip: “Call 800-240-8100 to 
request a free Money Network Check, 
which you can make out to anyone (i.e., 
a landlord, yourself). But you’ll have to 
wait for it in the mail, and you must log 
into your account to get a number to ac¬ 
tivate the check, so the other options 
may be easier.” 

Avoid verification scams 

Maybe you’d receive a phone call, a 
text or someone tries to contact you via 
social media saying that your stimulus 
payment has been held up because you 
need to “verify your personal and/or 
banking information.” 

“These scams will likely claim that 
the information is needed to speed up 
receiving your payment, but official gov¬ 
ernment agencies will never ask for your 
confidential information this way,” ac¬ 
cording to an alert from the U.S. PIRG 
Education Fund. 

How to spot bogus checks 

Some scammers may try to mail the 


taxpayer a bogus check, according to 
an IRS alert, perhaps in an odd 
amount, then tell the taxpayer to call a 
number or verify information online in 
order to cash it. 

A Louisiana-based company called 
Traffic Jam Events, according to regu¬ 
lators, sent so-called stimulus-relief 
mail to consumers that tried to drive 
consumers to a used car sale in Florida. 

The mail was marked: “Important 
COVID-19 stimulus documents” and 
directed people to “relief headquar¬ 
ters” to “claim these stimulus incen¬ 
tives,” the Federal Trade Commission 
alleged in a lawsuit against the compa¬ 
ny. 

Checks marked “Stimulus Relief 
Program” were included in the mail¬ 
ings to consumers in the amount of 
$3,344.68. The memo line read: “CO¬ 
VID-19 Auto Relief.” Unfortunately, 
there’s no such thing. 

A company representative from 
Traffic Jam Events who took a call 
from the Detroit Free Press on Monday 
about the FTC action abruptly said the 
case was denied and dismissed last 
Friday but then hung up the phone and 
did not give his name or take other 
questions. 

But the case is pending in federal 
court in the Eastern District of Louisi¬ 
ana. It is not dismissed but the court 
denied the FTC’s motion for prelimi¬ 
nary relief - specifically, a temporary 
restraining order - on June 26, accord¬ 
ing to Nicole Drayton, a spokeswoman 
for the FTC. 
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“We certainly don’t want to pay a 
late fee,” they said. 

As the Letners surmised, IRS staff is 
well behind in processing outstanding 
tax returns from 2019, especially paper 
ones. 

“The disruption caused by CO¬ 
VID-19 and the postponed due date 
had - and continues to have - an enor¬ 
mous impact on the 2020 filing sea¬ 
son, reflected in the number of returns 
received, the volume of correspon¬ 
dence received from taxpayers and 
toll-free telephone service,” said the 
Taxpayer Advocate Service, an IRS 
watchdog group, in a late June report 
to Congress. 

IRS operations curtailed 

The service disruptions, which date 
to around March 20, have come in sev¬ 
eral forms: 

• Widespread IRS office closures, 
with reduced staff to answer calls or 
meet taxpayers in person. 

• A large and growing backlog of 
incoming mail. The Taxpayer Advo¬ 
cate Service estimated 4.7 million pa¬ 
per returns hadn’t been processed as 
of May 16, and more will arrive ahead 
of the new July 15 deadline. 

• Shutting down of the National 
Distribution Center, which deprived 
many taxpayers of pre-printed forms. 

• Mistaken refund delays over 
fraud or identity theft concerns. The 
IRS normally requires taxpayers to 
provide additional documentation 
when it spots a potential problem. But 
due to office closures, the IRS has been 
slow to process such responses and re¬ 
lease legitimate refunds. 

• Closing of many of the schools, 
community centers and other outlets 
where lower-income taxpayers could 
receive free filing help through the Vol¬ 
unteer Income Tax Assistance and Tax 
Counseling for Elderly programs. 

As of April 17, the IRS had processed 
24 million fewer returns than it had 
last year, the Taxpayer Advocate Ser¬ 
vice said, though some of that reduced 
flow reflects the three additional 
months to file this time around. 

The IRS on June 30 updated the sta¬ 
tus of its operations, noting services 
including “live assistance on tele¬ 
phones, processing paper tax returns 
and responding to correspondence 
continue to be extremely limited.” 
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Value stocks may be set to rebound 



Time is now to buy 
diamonds in rough 

Adam Shell 

Special to USA TODAY 

Buying so-called value 
stocks at bargain-basement 
prices has netted sub-par re¬ 
turns for more than a decade. 
The big winners have been 
popular growth stocks such as 
Alphabet, Amazon and Netflix 
that keep going up despite sell¬ 
ing at much higher valuations. 

But don’t count out the mar¬ 
ket’s diamonds in the rough 
just yet, Wall Street fund man¬ 
agers and investment strate¬ 
gists say. These ignored stocks 
could be poised to play catch¬ 
up. 

Value investing is buying 
stocks that are trading at low 
valuations relative to earnings, 
book value and sales. Buying 
stocks at lower prices is a good 
indicator that they’ll deliver 
higher future returns than 
more expensive stocks, says 
Wes Crill, senior researcher 
and VP at Dimensional Fund 
Advisors. 

“This is one of the best times 
in history to buy value relative 
to growth,” adds Dave Iben, 
chief investment officer at Ko- 
pernik Global Investors. “Value 
is buying things for less than 
they’re worth. You’re really get¬ 
ting bargains on companies 
people don’t like. Now is the 
time to take advantage.” 

Value stocks he likes include 
China Telecom, General Elec¬ 
tric (which once was the most 
valuable company in the U.S. 
but has fallen on tough times), 
and natural gas company 
Range Resources. 

“A lot of value stocks are sell¬ 
ing at half of what we think 


they’re worth,” Iben says. “If 
we’re right,” Iben says, “they 
will double.” 

Buying stocks at lower 
prices is a good indicator that 
they’ll deliver higher future re¬ 
turns than more expensive 
stocks, says Wes Crill, VP at Di¬ 
mensional Fund Advisors. 

Value stocks can sell at steep 
discounts for a variety of rea¬ 
sons. They can go on sale be¬ 
cause of a short-term business 
hiccup, a public relations crisis, 
a CEO change, movements in 
interest rates, economic slow¬ 
downs, or overly pessimistic 
investors pricing them too low. 
Value sectors include finan¬ 
cials, health care and industri¬ 
als. 

Part of the current appeal of 
beaten-down value stocks is 
that they’re now cheaper com¬ 
pared with their growth 
counterparts than they’ve been 
in a very long time. Value 
stocks, as measured by their 
price-to-book ratio (i.e. what 
the company would be worth if 
liquidated), are trading at their 
lowest valuations relative to 
growth in at least 20 years, ac¬ 


cording to Bank of America 
(BofA). “Value is inexpensive,” 
says Jill Carey Hall, an equity 
strategist at BofA. 

The best time to buy value 
stocks is during a recession, 
says Andrew Slimmon, manag¬ 
ing director at Morgan Stanley 
Investment Management. 
Prices get so “extraordinarily 
cheap” in bad times that it cre¬ 
ates a great buying opportuni¬ 
ty. 

“No one wants to buy indus¬ 
trials, energy stocks, airlines or 
cruise ships during a reces¬ 
sion,” Slimmon says. “But 
that’s when you make the big¬ 
gest returns. You can have dou¬ 
bles and triples in many value 
stocks.” 

Another sign of just how 
much value stocks - such as 
banks like JPMorgan, commu¬ 
nications companies like Veri¬ 
zon and health care plays like 
Johnson & Johnson - have 
lagged growth is by comparing 
performance. 

From the end of 2006 to the 
end of 2019, the latest period in 
which value has fared worse 
than growth, the Vanguard Val¬ 


ue Index Fund posted a return 
of 76%, vs. a 215% gain for the 
Vanguard Growth Index Fund. 
This year through June 26, de¬ 
spite a brief period of eye-pop- 
ping returns for value after the 
recent market bottom, the val¬ 
ue index is down 19% and the 
growth index is up 7.5%. 

But just because value 
stocks are selling at blue-light 
special prices doesn’t mean 
they have to go up. To start 
moving higher, a catalyst or 
bullish narrative is required. 

Some catalysts that have 
spurred value stocks higher in 
the past include: 

Recession gives 
way to recovery 

Some of the best stretches of 
performance for value stocks 
going back to the 1930s have 
come when the economy was 
emerging from recession, BofA 
data show. 

“When profit growth is ac¬ 
celerating and earnings are be¬ 
coming more abundant, inves¬ 
tors don’t need to pay up for ex¬ 
pensive growth stocks,” says 


BofA’s Hall. “That’s when value 
tends to work well.” 

Highfliers come 
back to earth 

Just like the “Nifty Fifty” 
large-cap stocks that nobody 
thought could ever go down in 
the late 1960s and early ’70s, or 
the overloved dot-com stocks 
that crashed in early 2000, a 
shift to value stocks can occur 
when growth stocks get too 
popular and too expensive, and 
investors dump them in favor 
of cheap stocks, Iben says. 

Value gets too 
cheap to ignore 

For a long time, there wasn’t 
enough value in value stocks to 
buy them. But that changed in 
the bear market this spring, 
says Christopher Harvey, head 
of equity strategy at Wells Far¬ 
go Securities. “Prior to the sel- 
loff in March, we hadn’t seen 
value stocks selling (so cheap 
relative to) book value in 10- 
plus years,” he says. 


INVESTMENT TIP 


Rotating out of growth 
stocks and into value 
shares 

If value stocks take the lead, 
a higher portion of your 
portfolio might be invested 
there. If growth truly loses 
favor, you might consider 
lightening up there. 
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A cloud over summer vacations 


Even some travel agents 
suggest you stay home 


On Travel 

Christopher Elliott 
USA TODAY 




Beach excursions and other outdoor vacations carry risks, feverpitched/getty images 


It’s time to cancel your summer vaca¬ 
tion. 

COVID-19 cases are off the charts. 
Europe is off-limits to Americans. 
States are closing off access to attrac¬ 
tions, beaches and parks. And experts 
say you’d be crazy to travel on during the 
pandemic. 

“People should stay the (expletive) 
home,” says Cassandra Marcella 
Metzger, a travel designer based in 
Washington, D.C., who makes her living 
tailoring trips for clients. 

Oh, I know: a travel agent and a travel 
columnist telling you not to travel is 
straight-up blasphemy! But here we are. 
The substitutes everyone thought were 
OK, like staycations and quick road 
trips? Also unsafe. That’s left many 
travelers wondering: What now? 

It’s difficult to understate how the 
coronavirus has changed the way we 
travel. But a new survey by Azurite 
Consulting comes close. It notes that 
36% of Americans won’t take another 
international flight until there’s a vac¬ 
cine. For domestic air travelers, it’s 30%, 
and roughly a quarter of respondents 
say they won’t stay in a hotel. And 25% 
of respondents say they’ll never cruise 
again. 

Why travel isn’t safe 

There’s scientific evidence that unre¬ 
stricted travel can spread coronavirus. 
But canceling your summer vacation is a 
personal decision. You have to weigh a 
lot of factors. 

Howard Clauser, a retired English 
teacher from Chicago, had planned to go 
hiking in the Swiss Alps this summer. 

“I wasn’t concerned about contract¬ 
ing COVID-19 on the hike because, of 
course, we’d be trekking in the wide- 
open outdoors,” he told me. “What wor¬ 
ried me was that if some of the passen¬ 
gers on the transatlantic flight decided 
not to wear protective masks, I’d be vul¬ 
nerable - a risk that, at 69,1 didn’t want 
to take. So I canceled.” 

Good call. Shortly after that, his tour 
operator canceled. Then Europe banned 
Americans from entering. 

Loretta Rosenberg canceled her sum¬ 
mer vacation, too. She planned to visit 
her family in New England this summer. 

“But Vermont and Connecticut had 
quarantine restrictions in place,” says 
Rosenberg, a retired geriatric care man¬ 
ager from Lake County, Florida. “Also, I 
did not know if family and friends 
would feel comfortable visiting with us.” 

She adds, “I think that travel any¬ 
where is too dangerous.” 

I agree. I planned on traveling to Cali¬ 
fornia this summer. I wanted to visit Los 
Angeles again with my kids and take 
them to the beach. But with California’s 
COVID-19 cases soaring, I’ve decided to 
stay isolated in North Reno, Nevada - at 
least for now. 

How about a quick road trip? 

Even the compromise - the quick 
road trip “staycation” - is a bad idea, ac- 


“What worried me was that 
if some of the passengers on 
the transatlantic flight 
decided not to wear 
protective masks... a risk 
that, at 69,1 didn’t want to 
take. So I canceled.” 

Howard Clauser, a retired English teacher 
from Chicago 

cording to experts. 

“This is not the summer for a sponta¬ 
neous road trip,” says Dr. Jaimie Meyer, 
an infectious disease specialist and as¬ 
sociate professor at Yale School of 
Medicine. Meyer says some people may 
still choose to travel, but should not do 
so without “careful, detailed planning.” 


The biggest problem is not knowing 
what will happen. What if COVID-19 
gets worse when you’re there? Will you 
get stuck in your hotel or vacation rent¬ 
al? Can you even make it home? 

“The overarching concern is quaran¬ 
tine,” agrees Loren Siekman, a business 
development specialist for Pure 
Adventures, a tour operator based in 
Scottsdale, Arizona. “It’s a lack of infor¬ 
mation, inconsistent communications 
about border openings and applicable 
quarantines. Nobody wants to be stuck 
in quarantine.” 

That makes even a quick trip across 
the state line a big risk. Too big of a risk. 
And that’s why people are canceling 
their summer vacations. 

So what are you supposed to do? 

Vickie Sullivan, a small business 
owner from Tempe, Arizona, says the 
uncertainty, the risk, and the lack of re¬ 


ward all add up. She just canceled an ex¬ 
tended driving vacation to the East 
Coast. She had hoped to beat the Arizo¬ 
na heat, but the thought of dodging clo¬ 
sures and quarantines made her rethink 
her plans. 

“How much fun is this really going to 
be?” she wondered. 

Answer: absolutely no fun. 

Sullivan is staying home in the Phoe¬ 
nix suburbs, where blistering hot days 
are interrupted by spectacular mon¬ 
soons. Hey, at least it won’t be boring. 

But this summer isn’t really about 
fun. It’s about fixing our COVID-19 prob¬ 
lem. Truth is, vacationing amid shut¬ 
downs and quarantines is an act of pure 
selfishness. It doesn’t just endanger 
your life, but could potentially spread 
more sickness and prolong the pandem¬ 
ic. 

I love to travel as much as anyone. 
But this summer, I’m staying the (exple¬ 
tive) home. 


If you miss travel, you can stay home 
and get a similar experience. 

• Catch a good travel movie or read 
a travel-themed book. Check out Un¬ 
der the Tuscan Sun or Lost in Transla¬ 
tion or reread Jack Kerouac’s “On The 
Road” if you need to feel like you’re going 
somewhere without actually going any¬ 
where. 

• See a museum virtually. Have you 
checked out the latest virtual museum 
tours? You can check out everything 
from the Getty Museum in Los Angeles 
to the British Museum tour. They’re in¬ 
teractive and contain narrated audio ex¬ 
plaining the exhibits. In some ways, it’s 
better than being there in person. 

• Plan your next trip. Destinations 
are offering immersive experiences that 
take you there. For example, Miami has 
everything from virtual shopping tours 
to NASCAR races. This is a great time to 
explore and plan for your next vacation. 
COVID-19 won’t last forever. 




Summer vacation alternatives 


i 

The prospect of being forced to quarantine for two weeks at your destination 
makes even a quick trip across the state line a big risk. And that's why people are 
canceling their summer vacations, yevtony/getty images 


ASK THE CAPTAIN 

Check with airlines and CDC before you fly 


John Cox 

Special to USA TODAY 


Is it safe to fly first class to Chicago 
on a non stop flight? I'm not checking 
any baggage. 

- S JM, South Florida 

The airlines are doing much more to 
clean the airplanes between flights. On 
flights this week, I observed a careful 
deliberate process for cleaning. 

Check with the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention for guidelines 
for travel, and with the airline to see if 
they meet your personal requirements. 
People have different levels of risk. 

However, there is one other thing to 
be aware of that may change your travel 





■ 
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Airlines have been taking greater precautions to protect customers and 
employees and doing more to clean the aircraft between flights amid the 
pandemic, kickers/getty images 


plans: On July 6, Chicago enacted a 14- 
day quarantine policy for travelers from 
15 states, including Florida. 

Is it fairly easy to use ultraviolet 
light in the bathroom to sterilize the 
contents of the bathroom when pas¬ 
sengers are not inside? 

- MRIPHYSICIAN, Lewes, Dela¬ 
ware 

The use of UV lighting is being dis¬ 
cussed for some parts of the cabin. This 
technology has some complicating is¬ 
sues but all possible means to sanitize 
aircraft are being discussed. 

John Cox is a retired airline captain 
who runs aviation safety consulting 
company Safety Operating Systems. 
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Are you itching to get out? 
Weigh your travel risks first 

I We asked an expert about the pros and cons of 
various forms of travel and activities. Page 6B 


Turn your streaming session 
into a full-fledged party 

I We offer advice on how to have a blast, whether 
it’s drinking games or bingo cards. Page 7B 


LIFELINE 
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THEY SAID WHAT? 

THE STARS’ BEST QUOTES 

U Truly, I am scared. Scared of my 
new normal, of the pain, the 
loss and being strong enough to get 
through it. But, I know Nick is up 
above routing (sic) for me, believing 
in me and hoping for me. He wants 
me to LIVE this new life and he wants 
me to be the best version of myself 
for our son. I promised him in the 
hospital that I would try to do that... 
This is a long journey ahead and a 
down road I never thought I’d be on. 
No one can tell me how to do it, I 
have to do it. I may do things right, I 
may do them wrong. There isn’t a 
perfect way. One day, one step at a 
time. I have faith that God is leading 
the way and that Nick is our angel.” - 
Amanda Kloots after holding a small 
memorial for her late husband, Nick 
Cordero, who died July 5 after com¬ 
plications from coronavirus. 



DOMINIQUE CHARRIAU/WIREIMAGE 


HOW WAS YOUR DAY? 
BROOKLYN BECKHAM 
GETS ENGAGED 

David and Victoria Beckham’s 

21-year-old son, Brooklyn Beck¬ 
ham, announced over the weekend 
that he and “Transformers” actress 
Nicola Peltz are engaged. Beckham 
shared a photo of him dressed in a 
navy suit and Peltz, 25, wearing a 
bright yellow dress to Instagram on 
Saturday to share the news. “Two 
weeks ago I asked my soulmate to 
marry me and she said yes xx I am the 
luckiest man in the world. I promise 
to be the best husband and the best 
daddy one day ... I love you baby xx,” 
Beckham wrote alongside the photo. 
Peltz shared the same photo on her 
Instagram page and called herself the 
“luckiest girl in the world.” 



IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY 
WHO’S CELEBRATING TODAY 


Ken Jeong is 51. Harrison Ford is 78. 
Patrick Stewart is 80. 



STREAMING 



Cate Blanchett plays a singing, dancing scam artist in the Netflix miniseries “Stateless.” photos by netflix 


Blanchett sings the 
praises of refugees 

Patrick Ryan 

USA TODAY 

Cate Blanchett in “Stateless” is the 
stuff memes are made of. 

In the first episode of the Netflix 
miniseries (released July 8), the two- 
time Oscar winner is deliciously un¬ 
settling as a charismatic teacher 
named Pat, who runs a self-help cult 
out of a dance studio. Pat’s sinister 
streak is juxtaposed with cheery 
scenes of her teaching dance classes in 
Easter egg-colored tracksuits, and 
performing a cover of “Let’s Get Away 
From It All” in a sparkling ballgown. 

“I was channeling Rosemary Cloo¬ 
ney,” Blanchett says of the premiere’s 
lavish production number. “Pat was an 
incredibly fun and depressing charac¬ 
ter to play. I got to sing, I got to dance,” 
and through taking a supporting role, 

“help the series get made in any way I 
possibly could.” 

The choice to start “Stateless” with 
some lighthearted camp is entirely de¬ 
liberate. The six-episode drama, 
which Blanchett co-created with Elise 
McCredie and Tony Ayres, is primarily 
set in an immigration detention center 
and follows a white Australian woman 
named Sofie (Yvonne Strahovski, “The 
Handmaid’s Tale”) who is mistakenly 
detained Down Under after fleeing a 
cult. 

Sofie’s initial ease at the detention 
center - where she poses as a German 



Yvonne Strahovski stars as Sofie, an Australian woman who is mistakenly 
detained after fleeing a cult, in the six-episode drama. 


woman who demands to be deported 
“back home” - is in stark contrast to the 
inhumane treatment and life-or-death 
stakes of the hundreds of other detain¬ 
ees such as Ameer (Fayssal Bazzi), an 
Afghan refugee who was separated 
from his family after escaping the Tali¬ 
ban. 

“We use Sofie’s story to give the audi¬ 
ence a touchpoint into the series,” Ayres 
says. “There’s mystery, there’s intrigue, 
and there’s Cate Blanchett singing a 
song. What better way to get an audi¬ 


ence to watch our show than through 
that? Hopefully, the idea is that we will 
then get an audience to invest in the 
other characters in the other parts of the 
story, which are in many ways refugee 
stories.” 

Some TV critics have questioned the 
choice to make a show about refugees 
where three of the four main characters 
are white, particularly with renewed 
conversations about representation in 

See BLANCHETT, Page 7B 


BOOKS 

Author’s revelations are ‘Too Much’ 


Barbara VanDenburgh 

USA TODAY 

Backstabbing. Petty grievances. 
Misogyny. Alcoholism. Lifelong trau¬ 
ma. 

It’s the playbook for the average 
soap opera episode - and for the latest 
Trump family memoir. 

Few families read as uniquely mis¬ 
erable as the Trump family as it is por¬ 
trayed by Mary Trump, niece of Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump, in her new 
memoir, “Too Much and Never 
Enough: How My Family Created the 
World’s Most Dangerous Man” (out 
Tuesday). 

Mary Trump paints a portrait of a 
singularly strange and irrevocably 
damaged family shaped by the Trump 
patriarch, Fred Trump, a prominent 
New York City real estate developer 
who ruled his household with an iron 
fist under a dark, oppressive cloud of 
psychological and emotional abuse. 
Mary Trump, who holds a Ph.D. in clin¬ 
ical psychology, goes so far as to diag¬ 
nose him as a high-functioning socio- 



HGW M Y FA WHY < R F AT R11 
TtlF; WORLD'# HOST tlAVGIROlS MAN 



path, to whom love meant nothing. 

Mary Trump writes that Fred Trump 
pitted his children against one another 


to win his approval, if not his love, cre¬ 
ating a “Lord of the Flies”-like atmos¬ 
phere in which only the toughest and 
most heartless thrived. It drove the el¬ 
dest son and Mary Trump’s father, Fred¬ 
dy Trump, to alcoholism and an early 
death, she argues. 

Such a dark upbringing makes for a 
dark memoir. “Too Much and Never 
Enough” is rife with dysfunction and 
toe-curling cruelty. These are some of 
the book’s strangest, most cringewor¬ 
thy moments: 

Most awkward 

White House dinner party 

Mary Trump recounts an excruciat¬ 
ingly awkward family dinner party held 
at the White House in April 2017. The 
dinner ostensibly was meant to cele¬ 
brate the birthdays of Donald Trump’s 
sisters, Maryanne Trump Barry and 
Elizabeth Trump Grau (though Donald 
Trump largely spent the evening extol¬ 
ling his own virtues). 

See TOO MUCH, Page 7B 
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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 

Weigh risks of travel before you go 



Rail services such as Amtrak now require passengers to wear masks, nam y. huh/ap 


Curtis Tate 

USA TODAY 

Travel in the middle of a global pan¬ 
demic presents challenges, with each 
activity carrying its own level of risk for 
coronavirus. 

Joseph Khabbaza, a pulmonary and 
critical care physician at the Cleveland 
Clinic, said some of the biggest ques¬ 
tions he’s getting relate to travel activ¬ 
ities. 

Khabbaza, who treats coronavirus 
patients, said the primary path of trans¬ 
mission is contacts with respiratory 
droplets produced by infected people. 
Face masks, physical distancing, fre¬ 
quent hand-washing and cleaning and 
disinfecting of surfaces have become 
standard across the travel sector. 

“Every industry has interventions in 
place to make things safer,” he said. 

The Cleveland Clinic has been help¬ 
ing United Airlines develop its coronavi¬ 
rus mitigation policies, including man¬ 
datory face masks, touchless kiosks and 
physical distancing. 

“Companies are bringing in outside 
health experts,” Khabbaza said. “That 
can be a little bit reassuring.” 

Khabbaza, who’s taking a 500-mile 
road trip with his family to Long Island, 
New York, offered his thoughts on the 
relative risks of different travel activ¬ 
ities and best practices. 

Air travel 

In spite of all the precautions now in 
place, Khabbaza said flying offers the 
most potential for exposure to the coro¬ 
navirus, because of the nature of how 
planes are configured. 

“Once you’re in the cabin, you don’t 
know who’s on the plane,” he said. 
“You’re in relative closer proximity to 
people you don’t know.” 

Still, he said, flying is safer than it 
was earlier in the pandemic because of 
the changes airlines have made. 

“It is as safe as they can make it,” 
Khabbaza said. 

In addition to spacing and sanitizing, 
he said face masks add an extra layer of 
protection from the virus. Most U.S. car¬ 


riers now require passengers to wear 
them. 

Trains and buses 

Surface transportation presents sim¬ 
ilar challenges to those in aviation, 
Khabbaza said. 

“Distancing isn’t always possible to 
the extent you’d like,” he said. “That’s 
not going to go away as long as the virus 
is around.” 

Like the airlines, Amtrak and interci¬ 
ty bus operators such as Greyhound and 
Peter Pan Line are requiring passengers 
to wear face masks. They’re promoting 
physical distancing when possible and 
cleaning and disinfecting high-touch 
surfaces more often. 

Cruise ships 

Though cruise ships were some of the 
original hot spots for the coronavirus, 
Khabbaza said when they resume sail¬ 
ing, their risk will be lower with precau¬ 
tions cruise companies are putting in 
place, as long as passengers and crew 
members adhere to them. 

“It involves buy-in from everyone,” 
he said. 

Cruise ship passengers can stay sep¬ 
arate from other groups by staying in 
their own rooms. Common areas offer 
space for distancing, and outdoor activ¬ 


ities are inherently less risky for disease 
transmission, Khabbaza said. 

The elimination of buffet food ser¬ 
vice, a move under consideration by 
multiple cruise lines, would remove a 
point of potential transmission not only 
for the coronavirus, but also for the 
foodborne illnesses that have long 
plagued cruise ship operations, Khab¬ 
baza noted. 

Theme parks 

As some of the nation’s larger theme 
parks reopen, such as those run by 
Universal and Disney, Khabbaza said 
the biggest risk may come from the trav¬ 
el to reach them. The coronavirus is hav¬ 
ing a different impact across the coun¬ 
try, with some states seeing a decline in 
infections and others an increase. 

Otherwise, he said theme parks are 
at the safer end of the spectrum. Why? 
Theme parks are universally imple¬ 
menting changes that include social 
distancing, mandatory face masks, the 
increased availability of hand sanitizer 
and the increased disinfection of high- 
contact surfaces. 

Theme parks are also mostly out¬ 
doors, posing a lower risk than enclosed 
spaces. They also are limiting the num¬ 
ber of visitors who can enter. 

“Less people is definitely better than 
more people,” Khabbaza said. 


Road trips 

Khabbaza said to take precautions 
every time you step out of the car, 
whether for gas, food or a rest break. 

He recommends using hand sanitizer 
every time you pump gas, and resist the 
temptation to use your phone while 
you’re doing it. 

“Even locally, that’s a very important 
practice,” he said. 

With adults or older children, Khab¬ 
baza said it should be safe to visit con¬ 
venience stores and sit down to eat. 

“If you’re traveling with young kids, 
that changes it a bit,” he said. “Kids run 
around and touch stuff.” 

With younger kids, he said take them 
to the restroom and then back to the car 
to eat. That minimizes their exposure to 
surfaces and items where infected drop¬ 
lets may have fallen. 

Hotels 

Hotels have increased their cleaning 
and disinfecting procedures for high- 
touch surfaces and common areas, as 
well as encouraged physical distancing. 
They’ve encouraged online check-in 
and automatic checkout to eliminate 
face-to-face interactions. They’ve 
sealed items in rooms, such as coffee 
cups and glassware, and have eliminat¬ 
ed mini-bars. 

Khabbaza said it’s not a bad idea to 
bring your own disinfectant wipes to 
use on surfaces in the room. 

The risk of coronavirus from house¬ 
keeping should be relatively low, he 
said, though housekeeping staff are go¬ 
ing from room to room. 

“If they carry the virus, potentially 
the risk is they could bring it to your 
room,” he said. 

Camping 

Camping is probably the safest activ¬ 
ity, Khabbaza said. It’s outdoors, and 
you’re likely to stay with your own social 
group. Some campgrounds remain 
closed, though, including those in na¬ 
tional parks. Check before you go. 
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TWO-TIMERS 

ACROSS 

1 Performs in 
character 
5 Shape of a 
rainbow 
8 Losing streak 

13 U group 

14 Snoozefest 

16 Region of East 
Asia 

17 Exclusive seating 
section 

19 Extremely nice 
person 

20 Chops into cubes 

21 Shoulder_ 

23 “_me every 

time!” 

24 Apt anagram of 
1-Across 

26 Succumb to 
heat 

28 “Gimme five!” 

31 Statement before 
hitting the hay 

35 Jamie_Curtis 

36 School 
fundraising grp. 

37 “I don’t believe it!” 

39 Classic case 

43 Warning signals 

44 Eden exile 

45 Use a bench 

46 Anagram of 
“winter’s O” 

48 Burger side 

50 Account owner 

51 _reversal 

53 Places for 

29-Down 

56 Beam of light 

58 New Mexico 
river 

61 Small openings 

63 Like many 
nonprofits 

66 Prefix for 
“physicist” 

67 Sportscaster 
Andrews 

68 Animal’s male 
parent 

69 Hardly tidy 

70 Prefix for 
“affected” 

71 Eyelid bump 


DOWN 

1 CIO partner 

2 “Dang it!” 

3 Cab 

4 Exterior finish on 
some houses 

5 Deep, dark pit 

6 Burglarize 

7 Something 
gathered from a 
field 

8 Genre that came 
before rocksteady 

9 Like goals sought 
over years and 
years 

10 Goad 

11 Be introduced to 

12 Pen_(friends to 

write to) 

15 School tests 

18 Gather from a 
field 

22 Descriptor for some 
special editions 

25 Puente, el Rey del 
Timbal 

27 Headeywho 
played Cersei 
Lannister 


28 Beauty retailer 

29 Skin treatments 

30 Resident of Plano 
or Llano 

32 Manufacturer 

33 Big name in cola 

34 New Haven 
student 

36 Wall decoration 

38 “_just say...” 

40 Pants 

41 Some German 
cars 

42 “... said no 

one_” 

47 Full of rage 

48 Bodybuilder’s 
gesture 

49 Break 

52 Unwraps 

53 Email filter 
target 

54 Get ready for 
a photo 

55 The “A” in MFA 

57 It has three 

feet 

59 Fail to 
mention 

60 Agile 


62 Nondairy milk 
source 

64 Top number on a 
grandfather clock 

65 Golfing peg 


Friday's Answer 



gim.iBg§ mm 

I1I1H3I1DBGR hhuhh 
| □□□□ QQDD 


nr 

1 

G 

H 

T 

A 

R 

E 

A 

S 

E 

A 

S 

T 

Y 




CROSSWORDS 

ONYOURPHONE 


Answers: Call 1-900-988-8300,99 cents a minute; or, with a credit card, 1-800-320-4280. get our crossword app 


To report problems, email feedback@usatoday.com. 
For more puzzles, get the USA TODAY Crossword app. 


WORD ROUNDUP 


By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 

Find and Circle: 

Four dairy products 
Three eight-letter words 
Three numbers ending with a vowel 
Arctic_ 

Two joints in the human body 
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QUICKCROSS 


ByJohn Wilmes 


Goes for a light run 


Billy_ 


Perjurer 


Permits 


Jack’s hill-climbing friend 





Garfield’s housen 

late 
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Billy _ 


Camera types 
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UP & DOWN WORDS 


By David L. Hoyt and Russell L. Hoyt 


1. FUNNY 


"e 71 ' 

'./ r 


7. 

LIFE 


Clues: 

Friday’s Answer 

1. Humorous film 

SMILEY 

FACE 

2. All the actors in a flick 

FACE 

DANGER 

3. Skillet material 

DANGER 

SIGN 

4. Barrier of secrecy 

SIGN 

OVER 

5. Time to take a bow 

OVER 

EASY 

6. Require, as an ingredient 

EASY 

MONEY 

7. From birth to death 

MONEY 

PIT 


o 
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SUDOKU 


Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 
box contains the numbers 1 through 9 (no repeats). 
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DIFFICULTY RATING ★☆☆☆☆ 

SUDOKU FUSION 

ON YOUR PHONE 


puzzles.usatoday.com © Andrews McMeel 


Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x2 
box contains the numbers 1 through 6 (no repeats). 



DIFFICULTY RATING ★☆☆☆☆ 
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Today's theme 

Mathematics 


Friday’s solution 


DON’T QUOTE ME a 


©WIGGLES 3D GAMES 


Broadcaster 
Paul Harvey 
talks about golf. 




Rearrange the words to complete the quote. 

DOWN GAME GOLF SHOOT WHICH WRITE YELL 


_ IS A_ 


_SIX, AND _ 


_ IN _ 


YOU 


. FIVE. 

7/13 


‘fore; 


Friday’s Answer: “Going out with a jerky guy is kind of like having a piece of food 
caught in your teeth. All your friends notice it before you do.” - Livia Squires 
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STREAMING 

Be the life of your viewing party 



"Tiger King," starring Joe Exotic, is now available for streaming on Netflix. netflix 


Sara M. Moniuszko 

USA TODAY 

Getting bored with your streaming 
routine in coronavirus quarantine? 
We’re here to help you amp it up by turn¬ 
ing your typical viewing into a party. 

The first step to any party is guests, 
of course. There are a couple of ways 
you can watch a movie with friends dur¬ 
ing quarantine. If you’re using Netflix, 
you and your friends can download the 
free “Netflix Party” browser extension 
that allows you to stream simultaneous¬ 
ly and also message each other along¬ 
side the movie. 

If you’re using another viewing plat¬ 
form, you can call or FaceTime your 
friends, so you can interact while you 
watch. Or you can create a group mes¬ 
sage so that you’re typing back and forth 
instead of talking (which might work 
out better noisewise). 

Next, what’s a party without snacks? 
Grab your favorite movie munchies and 
your drink of choice. 

Then, it’s time to plan the game. If 
you’re going to make the movie a drink¬ 
ing game, this is all you’ll need. If you 
want to make it an alcohol-free night, 
grab a piece of paper and pen to create a 
bingo card. 

To get you started, we’ve rounded up 
TV shows and movies (most available 
on Netflix or on demand) that lend 
themselves well to extra fun. While 
watching, take a sip/shot any time one 
of the listed items happen. If you’re not 
drinking, just cross off that item on your 
bingo card. 

‘Tiger King’ 

The Netflix docuseries about exotic 
cats is full of meme-worthy moments 
perfect for this game. 

• Someone says “big cat.” 

• Joe Exotic says “Carole Baskin.” 

• You see Carole Baskin wearing a 
flower crown. 

• You see an animal other than an 
exotic cat. 

• Someone talks about an exotic ani¬ 
mal injury. 

• Whenever Joe’s mullet is on full 
display (no hat). 

• Any time they show a hardly recog¬ 
nizable throwback photo of someone. 

‘The Circle’ 

The Netflix reality competition series 
you just can’t look away from that has 
plenty of cringe-y and funny moments 


for a game. 

• Someone says “catfish.” 

• Someone gets a special delivery. 

• Joey sends a flirty message. 

• Someone is crowned an influencer. 

• The competitors get an onscreen 
“Alert!” 

• Someone uses a wink emoji. 

• A new contestant moves into the 
building. 

‘Love Is Blind’ 

If you’re looking for something with 
just as much craziness but a bit more ro¬ 
mance, Netflix’s “Love Is Blind” will 
have you saying “I do ... want to watch 
this.” It follows singles who get engaged 
without ever meeting their partner face- 
to-face in the dating stage. 

• Someone gets engaged. 

• Someone says “real connection.” 

• Nick or Vanessa Lachey say “sight 
unseen.” 

• Jessica complains about her and 
Mark’s age gap. 

• Someone cries. 

• You see someone with a golden 
wine glass. 

• Someone says “I love you” after 
only a couple of dates. 

‘The Office’ 

The beloved series about office she¬ 
nanigans at a paper company in Scran¬ 
ton, Pennsylvania, has so many possi¬ 


ble prompts, but here are seven ideas to 
get you started. All nine seasons can be 
streamed on Netflix. 

• Jim plays a prank on Dwight. 

• Pam answers the office phone. 

• Jim stares into the camera outside 
of an interview. 

• Someone says, “That’s what she 
said.” 

• Someone refers to “assistant to the 
regional manager.” 

• Dwight says “Question” or talks 
about farming. 

• Angela talks about her cats. 

‘Too Hot to Handle’ 

Netflix’s outrageous new dating 
show features 10 horny singles who 
must resist temptation in order to win 
$100,000 - aka, drinking game gold. 

• Someone breaks a rule. 

• Someone says, “Some rules are 
made to be broken.” 

• Francesca says she’s going to puke. 

• You feel uncomfortable during one 
of the workshops. 

• Haley complains about someone. 

• Kelsey freaks out about the money. 

• Someone says “geezer” or “banter.” 

‘Cats’ 

The Taylor Swift and Idris Elba movie 
musical is purr-feet for your movie night 
if you’re looking for something with mu¬ 
sic and some questionable computer¬ 


generated imagery. 

• An original song is changed up. 

• Someone’s accent falters. 

• Someone pretends to lick them¬ 
selves. 

• Someone says “Jellicle.” 

• Anytime you question why you’re 
watching this. 

• You start crying with laughter or 
out of sadness. 

• The computer-generated image 
fur makes you uncomfortable. 

‘The Willoughbys’ 

If your children want to join in on 
some bingo, Netflix’s trending animated 
movie about four kids neglected by their 
parents is a bizarre yet strangely heart¬ 
warming story for the whole family. 

• Anytime the father purrs. 

• Anytime the mother’s knitting 
makes you uncomfortable. 

• Anytime the characters talk about 
oatmeal. 

• The twins swap sweaters. 

• Nanny calls Tim “Skinny Bones.” 

• Jane sings. 

• Anytime you figure out who voices 
one of the characters. 

• Anytime you question where this 
movie is going. 

‘Mean Girls’ 

A bit of a throwback, Lindsay Lohan’s 
2004 teen comedy can be enjoyed by 
both new and returning viewers with a 
gaming twist. The movie is available on 
Showtime. 

• Someone says “fetch.” 

• Someone pronounces “Cady” 
wrong. 

• Regina eats a carb. 

• Cady is hardcore crushing over 
Aaron. 

• Someone refers to “The Plastics.” 

• Anytime there’s a three-way call. 

• You see the Burn Book. 

‘Harry Potter’ 

If you’re looking for extended game 
play, challenge yourself to watch the en¬ 
tire Harry Potter franchise! Or take it 
easy with one or two of your favorites. 

• Anytime food reappears on the 
great hall dining table. 

• There’s a Quidditch match. 

• Anytime Hermione knows the an¬ 
swer. 

• A spell is cast incorrectly/doesn’t 
work. 

• Someone says something about 
Harry’s parents. 

• Harry’s scar hurts. 

• Malfoy says “my father.” 


Too Much 

Continued from Page 5B 

The family got a tour of the White 
House and stopped at the Lincoln Bed¬ 
room, where Mary Trump observed a 
half-eaten apple on the bedside table. 
Donald Trump proclaimed, “This place 
has never looked better since George 
Washington lived here.” (Mary Trump 
notes the White House didn’t open until 
after Washington’s death.) 

Dinner was no less uncomfortable. At 
one point, Donald Trump gestured to his 
son Eric Trump’s wife, Lara Trump, and 
said, “Lara, there, I barely even knew 
who the (expletive) she was, honestly, 
but then she gave a great speech during 
the campaign in Georgia supporting 
me.” By that point, Eric and Lara had 
been together for nearly eight years. 

The most awkward moment came 
when Maryanne Trump Barry regaled 
the table with the story of the time Fred¬ 
dy Trump dumped a bowl of mashed po¬ 
tatoes on his bratty little brother’s head. 
It’s the sort of harmless, humorous an¬ 
ecdote most families relish retelling 
over the years until it becomes lore. But 
decades later, Donald Trump visibly 
bristled at the memory, crossing his 
arms and scowling. 

“It upset him, as if he were that sev- 
en-year-old boy,” Mary Trump writes. 
“He clearly still felt the sting of that 
long-ago humiliation.” 

Thanksgivings from hell 

The White House dinner party was 
far from the worst Mary Trump had ever 
been to. Growing up, she’d been a fre¬ 
quent guest at the Trump family’s for¬ 
mal holiday dinners, where there was 
little good cheer on display. 

The lack of familial warmth was es¬ 
pecially galling one Thanksgiving when, 
halfway through the meal, Mary 
Trump’s grandmother, Mary “Gam” 
Trump, started choking. Freddy Trump 
noticed, but nobody else seemed to - or 


else, tried not to. A few glanced up at the 
ruckus and then back down at their 
plates. 

Finally, Freddy Trump got up, took 
his mother by the elbow and lead her to 
the kitchen. 

“We heard some shuffling and the 
distressing sound of my grandmother’s 
grunts as Dad performed the Heimlich 
maneuver,” Mary writes. 

Freddy Trump had been a volunteer 
ambulance driver in the late 1960s and 
early ’70s. His training saved his moth¬ 
er’s life that Thanksgiving. 

When Freddy and his mother reen¬ 
tered the dining room, there was desul¬ 
tory applause. 

“’Good job, Freddy,’ Rob said, as if my 
father had just killed a mosquito.” 

It wouldn’t be the last unpleasant 
Thanksgiving memory. The first 
Thanksgiving after her father’s death, 
Mary Trump was approached by her un¬ 
cle Robert Trump, who put a hand on his 
teenaged niece’s shoulder. But not to 
console her. Instead, he pointed to the 
crib where her new baby niece, Ivanka 
Trump, slept. 

“See, that’s how it works,” Robert 
Trump said. Mary Trump got his point: 
“Out with the old, in with the new.” 

That evening, Donald Trump and his 
father were just the same as ever, dis¬ 
cussing “New York politics and deals 
and ugly women, just as they always 
had.” 

Donald Trump admires 
his niece’s breasts 

When she was 29, Mary Trump was 
briefly hired by Donald Trump to write 
his next book. 

They planned a research trip to Mar- 
a-Lago, so Mary Trump could see the 
Palm Beach mansion firsthand. “The fif¬ 
ty-eight-bedroom mansion with thirty- 
three bathrooms outfitted with fixtures 
plated in gold and an eighteen-hun- 
dred-square-foot living room that 
sported forty-two-foot ceilings was as 
garish and uncomfortable as I’d expect¬ 
ed.” 


Still, Mar-a-Lago was more relaxed 
than the usual Trump gathering 
places, and she showed up to lunch on 
the patio wearing her bathing suit and 
a pair of shorts. 

“Donald, who was wearing golf 
clothes, looked up at me as I ap¬ 
proached as if he’d never really seen 
me before,” Mary Trump writes. “ 'Ho¬ 
ly (expletive), Mary. You’re stacked!” 

Mary Trump also recalls the time 
her grandfather Fred Trump showed 
her the picture of a half-naked woman 
he carried around in his billfold. 

“’Look at this,’ he had said, sliding 
the picture out of its slot,” Mary Trump 
writes. “A heavily made-up woman, 
who couldn’t have been more than 
eighteen and might have been young¬ 
er, smiled innocently up at the camera, 
her hands holding her naked breasts.” 

Mary Trump was 12 at the time. 

“’What do you think about that?’ My 
grandfather had chuckled. I never 
heard him laugh.” 

Why Mary Trump kept her 
sexual orientation a secret 

In June 1999, when Fred Trump was 
on his deathbed, the family convened 
around it to pay their respects. Robert 
Trump’s wife, Blaine Trump, com¬ 
plained about the timing. “We’re sup¬ 
posed to be in London with Prince 
Charles,” she said. “He invited us to 
one of his polo matches. I can’t believe 
we had to cancel.” 

Mary Trump didn’t mention her 
own scheduling conflict: In a week, she 
was supposed to marry the woman she 
loved on a beach in Maui. She hadn’t 
told anybody in the family about her 
sexual orientation, in part because of a 
conversation she’d had a few years 
earlier with her grandmother. 

They’d been talking about Princess 
Diana’s funeral when her grandmother 
said vehemently, using a homophobic 
slur, “It’s a disgrace they’re letting that 
little (expletive) Elton John sing at the 
service.” 


Blanchett 

Continued from Page 5B 

media happening this summer, follow¬ 
ing national anti-racism protests. 
(Aside from Strahovski, Jai Courtney 
and Asher Keddie play a guard and bu¬ 
reaucrat, respectively.) 

Blanchett acknowledges the criti¬ 
cism but encourages viewers to watch 
“Stateless” all the way through. She 
points to Ameer’s daughter, Mina (So- 
raya Heidari), as “the beating heart of 
the story.” 

“We’re in no way saying this is the 
only way to tell this story,” Blanchett 
says. “I look forward to many more ref¬ 
ugee stories being told on television, 
film, or documentary. It is very much 
about trying to capture a wide audi¬ 
ence because often the reality is that 
you start talking about refugees and 
asylum seekers and the global dis¬ 
placement crisis ... and (people) turn 
off because it’s too huge. So we wanted 
to create a sense of, 'It could be me, it 
could be you,’ and so often, that is the 
white experience. But then you get in¬ 
side the series, and there’s a multi-var¬ 
ious array of characters.” 

Blanchett, 51, has worked overseas 
as a goodwill ambassador to the Unit¬ 
ed Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees since 2016, and says she 
hopes to capture the “profound resil¬ 
ience” of refugees in “Stateless.” 

The show comes on the heels of an¬ 
other TV project for the actress, who 
also executive produced the FX mini¬ 
series “Mrs. America” this year. Blan¬ 
chett portrays the real-life Phyllis 
Schlafly, an outspoken anti-feminist 
and conservative activist who op¬ 
posed the movement to ratify the 
Equal Rights Amendment in the 1970s. 

“Mrs. America” ends (spoiler!) with 
a long take of Phyllis dolefully peeling 
apples at her kitchen table, after being 
passed over for a position in Ronald 
Reagan’s cabinet and her husband 
asks for dinner. 
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WEDDINGS 

1 dos and 
don’ts as 
you celebrate 

Erin Jensen 

USA TODAY 

To have and to hold - and socially 
distance from your guests. 

As states reopen, wedding ceremon¬ 
ies will be a marriage of celebration and 
safety experts predict. The newest iter¬ 
ation of C OVID-19 weddings follows on¬ 
line weddings and video-streamed 
weddings. As venues reopen and cou¬ 
ples opt for in-person celebrations, 
there are still precautions that should be 
kept in mind. 

For example, the typical wedding fa¬ 
vors - candles, sweets or mini bottles of 
booze - may be swapped for masks or 
hand sanitizer. 

Rows of chairs may be more disjoint¬ 
ed to allow guests to maintain a safe 
space from those outside of their house¬ 
hold. 


Here are the precautions weddings 
might say “I do” to for the rest of 2020: 

Pick practical mementos 

Couples will put an emphasis on 
good, clean fun at their celebrations, 
predicts Jeffra Trumpower, senior cre¬ 
ative director at WeddingWire. Consid¬ 
er masks that match wedding colors and 
bottles of sanitizer in stylish dispensers 
for wedding favors. 

Take things outside 

Kathryn Money, Brilliant Earth’s SVP 
of merchandising and retail expansion, 
sees more couples opting for outdoor 
venues because they “allow for fresh air 
and more airflow, and guests can have 
room to roam,” she says. 

While rain on your wedding day has 
been interpreted as a good omen, it can 
also dampen plans. Trumpower en¬ 
dorses a Plan B for couples “more than 
ever right now,” bringing up a move in¬ 
doors might decrease the number of 
permitted guests. She says communica¬ 
tion with the venue and guests is key, as 
plans can be so tentative. 


Be mindful of social distancing 

Money expects ad hoc seating will re¬ 
place the meticulous plans of pre-pan¬ 
demic weddings. During the ceremony, 
chairs may be placed as guests arrive, 
grouping families and those that have 
been quarantining together. The same 
goes for receptions, where a mix of table 
sizes allows groups to stick together. 

Say bye to buffets 

The long lines of people and shared 
utensils of a self-serve dinner service 
isn’t ideal during a pandemic. So, cou¬ 
ples will opt for plated meals or smaller 
stations, Money predicts. 

The Knot’s Future of Weddings re¬ 
port mentions satellite bars and dance 
floors. “Not only will this serve as a 
health and safety precaution, but it will 
also allow guests to explore different en¬ 
tertainment experiences throughout 
the festivities,” it says. 

Have guests come in shifts 

A shift wedding is one way to in¬ 
crease the number of guests who can 
witness one’s wedding day. 


The idea is to invite some people to 
the ceremony and others to the recep¬ 
tion. The early group would leave after 
the wedding, with the later group filter¬ 
ing in during cocktail hour, Trumpower 
says. 

Guests’ preferences could also be 
considered when figuring out which 
shift to invite them to. 

Have the ceremony 
now and the party later 

Some couples are opting to tie the 
knot now in a micro or mini-wedding, 
which has about 25-50 guests and plan 
for a larger gathering later. 

Lori Allen, star of “Say Yes to the 
Dress: Atlanta” and owner of bridal sa¬ 
lon Bridals by Lori, says having a follow¬ 
up to a smaller ceremony has been a 
popular choice among her customers. 

They “have it super small at their 
home outdoors with just their parents 
and their minister, or whoever was go¬ 
ing to marry them, and they went ahead 
and got married,” she says. “Had many 
brides do that, and then they planned a 
large reception for maybe next fall or 
late in the summer next year. That has 
happened more times than not.” 


TONIGHT ON TV 



8:00 

8:30 

9:00 

9:30 

10:00 

10:30 

11:00 

11:30 

NETWORK 

ABC 

CMA Best of Fest Country music superstar Luke Bryan hosts a concert experience to revisit 25 performances from the past 16 years of CMA Fest in Nashville, Tenn. 
(N) 

Local Programs 

Jimmy Kimmel Live 

CBS 

The Neighborhood Heat 
wave. 

Bob Hearts Abishola 

Parenting advice. 

All Rise Lola helps husband get FBI job; Mark and 
Amy’s relationship gets more serious. 

Bull Benny’s time with district attorney is used as 
Chunk tries to start a trial. 

Local Programs 

The Late Show with 
Stephen Colbert (N) 

Fox 

9-1-1 Skydiving trip turns dangerous; family faces pain 
of Michael’s hard choice. 

9-1-1: Lone Star Gender reveal party grows chaotic; 
spelunkers become trapped in a cave. 

Local Programs 

NBC 

The Titan Games Winning competitors face a 
Pro-Athlete Titan on Mt. Olympus. (N) 

The Wall A healthcare specialist and her husband 
face the Superdrop. 

Dateline NBC Investigative features, breaking news 
coverage and newsmaker profiles. 

Local Programs 

The Tonight Show 

Starring Jimmy Fallon (N) 

PBS 

Antiques Roadshow Appraisers return to Utah. (N) 

Antiques Roadshow A jardiniere. 

Independent Lens Chicago heat wave. 

Amanpour and Company (N) 

CW 

Whose Line? (N) 

Whose Line? 

Penn & Teller: Fool Us Miranda Allen; Keith Kong. (N) 

Local Programs 

ION 

CSI: Miami Attorney involved in a murder cover-up. 

CSI: Miami Pirates seize luxury yacht. 

CSI: Miami Shocking discovery about victim. 

CSI: Miami A flight attendant is murdered. 

Telemundo 

Cennet 

100 Dias para enamorarnos (N) 

Enemigo intimo (N) 

Noticias Telemundo (N) 

Noticias Telemundo (N) 

Univision 

Te doy la vida 

Amor eterno 

Como tu no hay 2 

Noticiero Univision (N) 

Noti. Univi. Ed. noc. (N) 

CABLE 

A&E 

Hoarders Mother’s hoarding endangers children. 

Hoarders Paramedics hampered; surgery concerns. 

Hoarders A woman’s obsession endangers her mom. 

Hoarders Live and dead cats; decades of hoarding. 

AMC 

Brockmire 

Brockmire 

Brockmire Intense court. 

Brockmire 

Brockmire A fan base. 

Brockmire 

Brockmire 

Brockmire 

Animal Planet 

The Last Alaskans: Arctic Refuge The Selden’s get life-changing news. (N) 

Homestead Rescue: Survival Shelter Difficulties with a beehive. (N) 

BBC America 

Godzilla Godzilla rises to restore balance and fight against malevolent creatures. Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Ken Watanabe (2014) 

Godzilla Godzilla fights malevolent creatures. Aaron Taylor-Johnson (2014) (10:45) 

BET 

Beauty Shop A hairstylist opens her own salon. (2005) 

The Good Fight Lucca is involved in a viral video. 

The Good Fight Lucca & Jay face an alt-right group. 

The Good Fight Class action case. 

Bravo 

Below Deck Mediterranean Unexpected injury. (N) 

Below Deck Mediterranean Injured Jess. (N) 

Below Deck Mediterranean Injured Jess. 

What Happens (N) 

Below Deck Injured Jess. 

Cartoon 

Bob’s Burgers 

Bob’s Burgers 

American Dad! 

American Dad! 

Rick and Morty 

Rick and Morty 

Family Guy 

Family Guy 

CMT 

Mom Go to Bonnie. 

Mom Emily’s mother. 

Mom IRS problem. 

Mom Unsure of future. 

Mom Bonnie’s brother. 

Mom Younger classmate. 

Bruce Almighty Jim Carrey, Morgan Freeman (2003) 

CNBC 

Shark Tank Fun, food and clothing ideas. 

Shark Tank Bat houses are presented. 

American Greed: Scams, Scoundrels and Scandals 

American Greed: Scams, Scoundrels and Scandals 

CNN 

Anderson Cooper 360° (N) 

Cuomo Prime Time (N) 

CNN Tonight with Don Lemon (N) 

CNN Tonight with Don Lemon (N) 

Comedy 

The Office Committee interviews; Dwight’s plan. 

The Office Dwight’s plan. 

The Office 

The Office Double sales. 

The Office 

Daily Show (N) 

The Office 

Discovery 

Street Outlaws: Memphis (N) 

Street Outlaws (N) 

Diesel Brothers Heavy D’s tank. (N) 

Street Outlaws Texas, Michigan and Missouri racing. 

Disney 

Raven’s Home 

Big City Greens 

Big City Greens 

BUNK’D Hazel returns. 

BUNK’D 

Gabby & the Unsittables 

BUNK’D Lou’s friend. 

Big City Greens 

DisXD 

Player Select (N) 

Parker Plays 

DuckTales Duckburg is invaded by the moon. 

Big City Greens 

Gravity Falls 

Player Select 

Player Select 

DIY 

Maine Cabin Masters A family retreat. 

Maine Cabin Masters Questions from fans. (N) 

Maine Cabin Masters Six week deadline. 

Maine Cabin Masters Clammers’ shack. 

E! 

Botched A woman & her nodules return. 

Botched Countdown of celebrity patients. (N) 


Celebrity Call Center (N) 

Nightly Pop (N) 

Botched Agitated breasts. 

Food 

Guy’s Grocery Games Nothing fresh. 

Big Time Bake Inspired by travels. (N) 

Chopped Chefs bake three courses of pies. 

Chopped Zucchini blossoms; chickpeas. 

Fox News 

Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) 

Hannity (N) 

The Ingraham Angle (N) 

Fox News @ Night(N) 

Freeform 

TheWaterboy (1998) 

Click A man with the power to skip mundane moments finds chunks of his life are gone. Adam Sandler, Kate Beckinsale (2006) 

The 700 Club 

FX 

Pitch Perfect 3 The Bellas receive the opportunity to reunite and sing for an overseas USO tour. (2017) 

Pitch Perfect 3 The Bellas receive the opportunity to reunite and sing for an overseas USO tour. (2017) 

FXX 

The Simpsons 

The Simpsons 

The Simpsons 

The Simpsons 

The Simpsons 

The Simpsons 

The Simpsons 

The Simpsons 

GSN 

America Says 

Master Minds 

Family Feud 

Family Feud 

Family Feud 

Family Feud 

Family Feud 

Family Feud 

Hallmark 

Pride, Prejudice, and Mistletoe An entrepreneurial woman joins a former rival to plan a charity event. (2018) 

Christmas Wishes & Mistletoe Kisses A woman pursues interior design. Jill Wagner, Matthew Davis (2019) 

HGTV 

Home Town Rental properties; an airstream trailer. (N) 

Making It Home with Kortney & Dave 

Home Town A couple seeks a historic home. 

Home Town Ben and Erin revamp a historic home. 

History 

American Pickers Stagecoach and adobe village. 

American Pickers Georgia homestead. (N) 

Pawn Stars Antique heater. (N) 

Pawn Stars WWII mortar; prison handcuffs. 

HLN 

Forensic Files 

Forensic Files 

Forensic Files 

Forensic Files 

Forensic Files 

Forensic Files 

Forensic Files 

Forensic Files 

ID 

People Magazine Investigates Storage container. 

48 Hours on ID Husband’s murder. (N) 

Your Worst Nightmare A single mother. (N) 

Your Worst Nightmare Troubles return. 

IFC 

Two and a Half Men 

Two and a Half Men 

Two and a Half Men 

Two and a Half Men 

Two and a Half Men 

Two and a Half Men 

Two and a Half Men 

Two and a Half Men 

Lifetime 

Madea’s Family Reunion Grandma’s family reunion is interrupted by dramas and crises. Tyler Perry (2006) 

Madea Goes to Jail An outspoken grandmother ends up in prison with a bunch of other misfits. (2009) (10:03) 

MotorTrend 

Iron Resurrection A1971 Karmann Ghia. 

Junkyard Empire A 2013 Audi A8L; a 1966 Nova. 

Junkyard Empire ‘76 Datsun; Jeep. 

Junkyard Empire Bobby tries to build a hot dog truck. 

MSNBC 

All in with Chris Hayes (N) 

The Rachel Maddow Show (N) 

The Last Word with Lawrence O’Donnell (N) 

The 11th Hour with Brian Williams (N) 

MTV 

Ridiculousness 

Ridiculousness 

Ridiculousness 

Ridiculousness 

Ridiculousness 

Ridiculousness 

Ridiculousness 

Ridiculousness 

NatGeo 

America’s National Parks The Sierra Nevada. 

Wild Yellowstone Summer struggles. 

Wild Yellowstone Winter wonders. 

Wild Hawaii: Islands of Fire Hawaiian Islands. 

NatGeoWild 

The Incredible Dr. Pol (N) 

The Incredible Dr. Pol (N) 

The Incredible Dr. Pol Calves, horses, rabbits and pigs. 

Heartland Docs, DVM A full schedule. 

The Incredible Dr. Pol 

Nick 

All That 

Nickelodeon’s Unfiltered 

Friends 

Friends 

Friends Ross dates Jill. 

Friends What if. 

Friends 

Friends 

OWN 

Dateline on OWN The case of a murdered mother. 

The Real Story with Maria Elena Salinas 

Deadline: Crime with Tamron Hall Woman killed. 

Dateline on OWN Passion to violence. 

Oxygen 

NCIS Ziva shocked by her father’s visit. 

NCIS NCIS team unites in light of event. 

NCIS Abby deals with painful past memories. 

NCIS Tracking down renowned cyber-terrorist. 

Paramount 

Rush Hour A Hong Kong detective and LAPD cop search fora diplomat’s kidnapped daughter. Jackie Chan, Chris Tucker (1998) 

Rush Hour 2 Detectives investigate a conspiracy. Jackie Chan (2001) 

Pop 

NCIS: New Orleans Corporal crashes. 

NCIS: New Orleans Engaged to suspect. 

NCIS: New Orleans Trap for Garcia. 

NCIS: New Orleans Dangerous oil rig. 

Science 

How the Universe Works (N) 

How the Universe Works Binary stars. 

Sundance 

High Plains Drifter Clint Eastwood (1973) (6:30) 

Big Jake A man is called home by his estranged wife to rescue his kidnapped grandson. John Wayne, Richard Boone (1971) 

Sons of Katie (1965) 

Syfy 

Bourne Identity (2002) 

Kingdom of Heaven A blacksmith defends Jerusalem from the Saracens during the Crusades. Orlando Bloom, Eva Green (2005) 

Futurama Tentacle love. 

TBS 

Family Guy 

Family Guy 

Family Guy 

Family Guy 

American Dad! (N) 

American Dad! 

Conan(N) 

Celebrity Show-Off 

TCM 

Some Like It Hot Two musicians who witnessed a mob killing hide out by dressing as women. (1959) 

Captain Newman, M.D. A psychiatrist helps patients that have been traumatized by World War II. (1963) 

TLC 

90 Day Fiance: Before the 90 Days (N) 

90 Day Fiance: The Other Way Kenny’s arrival. (N) 

90 Day Fiance: The Other Way Couples talk. (N) 

Find Love LIVE Two eligible singles seek love. 

TNT 

Ocean’s 8 Aeon woman assembles an all-female crew to pull off a jewelry heist. Sandra Bullock, Cate Blanchett (2018) 

Identity Thief A man searches for who stole his life. Jason Bateman (2013) 

Travel 

Beyond the Unknown A close encounter. 

Buried Worlds with Don Wildman Louisiana cult. (N) 

Beyond the Unknown River snake monster. (N) 

Beyond the Unknown UFO encounter. 

TruTV 

Austin Powers in Goldmember Austin needs dad’s help with Dr. Evil. Mike Myers, Beyonce (2002) 

Impractical Jokers The Jokers overseas. 

Impractical Jokers 

Impractical Jokers 

TV Land 

Loves Raymond 

Loves Raymond 

Loves Raymond 

Loves Raymond 

Two and a Half Men 

Two and a Half Men 

The King of Queens 

The King of Queens 

USA 

WWE Monday Night Raw 

Modern Family 

Modern Family 

VH1 

Black Ink Crew: Chicago (N) 

Love & Listings (N) 


To Catch a Beautician (N) 

Black Ink Crew: Chicago 

Menace II Society (1993) 

Viceland 

Pineapple Express Drug lord pursues pair of pot-smokers. Seth Rogen (2008) 

That’s Delicious 

That’s Delicious (N) 

Most Expensivest (N) 

VICE News Tonight (N) 

Most Expensivest 

WE 

Criminal Minds Young boy kidnapped. 

Criminal Minds Ritualistic murders occur in Oregon. 

Criminal Minds Morgan must confront a big lie. 

Criminal Minds Copycat murderer. 

Weather 

Mayday: Air Disaster A violent hailstorm. 

Mayday: Air Disaster All engines fail. 

Mayday: Air Disaster Pilot error. 

Top Ten Ultimate Storms Weather countdown. 

WGN America 

Last Man Standing 

Last Man Standing 

Last Man Standing 

Last Man Standing 

Last Man Standing 

Last Man Standing 

Last Man Standing 

Last Man Standing 

MOVIE NETWORKS 

Cinemax 

Trackers The PBI end up running in circles; Teliha’s 
true role begins to reveal itself. 

The Crow A murdered rock guitarist comes back from the dead to take revenge on 
the violent people that took the lives of him and his fiancee. Brandon Lee (1994) 

The Collection After being celebrated for escaping from an infamous serial killer, 
a man is forced to save an innocent woman from the dangerous murderer. (2012) 

Encore 

Miss Bala Ayoung woman is forced to infiltrate a ruthless 
gang for the DEA. Gina Rodriguez (2019) (7:14) 

Slaughterhouse Rulez British boarding school is exposed to unfathomable 
horrors from sinkhole. (2019) 

The Stepfather When a youth investigates his mother’s fiance, he makes a 
shocking discovery. Dylan Walsh, Sela Ward (2009) (10:46) 

FXM 

Deadpool After he is subjected to an experiment, in which he’s tortured and disfigured, a man adopts an 
alter ego, and sets out to locate the man who ruined his life. Ryan Reynolds, Morena Baccarin (2016) (7:50) 

Deadpool After he is subjected to an experiment, in which he’s tortured and disfigured, a man adopts an 
alter ego, and sets out to locate the man who ruined his life. Ryan Reynolds, Morena Baccarin (2016) (10:05) 

Hallmark Movies 

Aurora Teagarden Mysteries: A Very Foul Play Murder 
committed at a crime convention. (2019) (7:00) 

Aurora Teagarden Mysteries: Heist and Seek When a priceless crown is stolen during a benefit gala held 
by the Lawrenceton library, Aurora and the Real Murders Club must investigate who is the killer. (2020) 

Murder, She Wrote A brilliant scientist fakes his own 
death when he runs into trouble. 

HBO 

The Good Liar Acareer con artist meets a recently-widowed 
woman worth millions of dollars. (2019) (7:05) 

1 May Destroy You 

Support group. (N) 

I’ll Be Gone in the Dark DNA evidence links East Area 
Rapist’s attacks between two different cities. 

1 May Destroy You Arabella 
joins a support group. 

Perry Mason Mason & Strickland seek extralegal 
help; Birdy’s daughter takes back claims. 

Lifetime Movie 

Is there a Killer in My Family? While an author researches the unsolved murder of a lady, who’s the subject 
of her next book, she believes she may be the next victim as she unravels the truth. (2020) 

Her Secret Family Killer When a woman’s best friend is murdered, the case runs cold until investigators 
attempt to find a lead by submitting the killer’s DNA to a genetic testing site. Brooke Nevin, Diora Baird (2020) 

Showtime 

Dexter Dexter pursues a slick liar as his next victim; 
Rita suspects a drug problem. 

The Chi Ronnie finds a new passion as he seeks 
redemption; Emmett becomes overwhelmed. 

Twenties Hattie 
navigates office politics. 

Desus & Mero American 
rapper Noname. 

Black Monday Blair is 
forced to revisit his past. 

Outcry Controversy around 
conviction builds. 

Starz 

Hightown 

Honey A 22-year-old dancer and inner-city rec center teacher gets the chance to 
become a choreographer but is derailed by her music video director. (2003) (8:59) 

The Exorcism of Molly Hartley Young woman requires an immediate exorcism 
before the devil controls her. Sarah Lind, Devon Sawa (2015) (10:35) 

TMC 

Rocky A struggling, young, small-time boxer romances a shy woman and takes a shot at fame when he gets 
the chance of a lifetime at a championship fight. Sylvester Stallone, Talia Shire (1976) 

Rocky Balboa The current heavyweight champ challenges retired boxer Rocky 
Balboa to a fight. Sylvester Stallone, Burt Young (2006) 

Cop Land Sheriff discovers 
police corruption. 

SPORTS NETWORKS 

ESPN 

SportsCenter 


Live from the Forum MMXVIII The Eagles staged sold-out concerts in Los Angeles and compiled a 26-song film. 


ESPN2 

USL Soccer Tulsa Roughnecks FC at Oklahoma City Energy from Taft Stadium (Live) 

30 for 30 Long Gone Summer 



FS1 

MLS Soccer Houston Dynamo at Los Angeles FC from Banc of California Stadium (Live) 


MLS Soccer Portland Timbers at Los Angeles Galaxy (Live) 

Golf 

Race and Sports in America 

Feherty Bill Russell 


Race and Sports in America 

Golf Central 


MLB 

To Be Announced Program information is unavailable at this time. 

To Be Announced Program information is unavailable at this time. 

NBA 

NBA GameTime 

NBA GameTime 

Team Restart 

NBA Basketball Denver Nuggets at Dallas Mavericks from American Airlines Center 

Team Restart 

NBCSports 

Poker Central 

Poker Central 


Poker Central 


Poker Central 

NFLN 

To Be Announced Program information is unavailable at this time. 

NFL Total Access 


MOVIES 


Eastern Time may vary in some cities 
(N) New episode. 
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NHL, players finalize back 
to play plan in Canadian hubs 

I A look at the postseason field, qualifying match¬ 
ups, testing and more. Page 3C 


LeBron won’t wear message on 
jersey during NBA’s restart 

I “It’s just something that didn’t really seriously 
resonate with my mission, with my goal.” Page 6C 


Leagues don’t expect to strain testing 


Gabe Lacques, Tom Schad and Jeff Zillgitt 

USA TODAY 

In their quest to return to play amid a global pan¬ 
demic, professional sports leagues have built their 
safety protocols upon a common foundation: testing. 

MLB and MLS are testing all of their players and key 
staff members for COVID-19 multiple times a week. 
The NBA’s bubble near Orlando, Florida, features daily 
tests. The NFL has yet to finalize its protocol for the fall 

- but if it goes ahead with the 2020 season, frequent 
testing will surely be a priority. 

One month ago, sports’ use of those COVID-19 tests 

- and the lab capacity needed to process them - was 
thought to be incidental. But now, the United States is 
seeing more than 50,000 new cases of COVID-19 a day. 
Major commercial labs are struggling to keep up with 
the high demand, causing delays in turnaround times. 
And experts wonder if the return of sports could bur¬ 
den an increasingly fragile testing infrastructure. 


“That’s been a big concern for me, as I’ve been see¬ 
ing different leagues and their plans for reopening,” 
said Celine Gounder, an infectious disease specialist 
and epidemiologist at New York University and Belle¬ 
vue Hospital. 

“We’re testing a lot (in New York), but other parts of 
the country don’t have that same capacity. And if you 
have every single player on a team wanting to be tested 
- even if it’s once a week or twice a week - that’s just a 
huge strain on the system.” 

In addition to tens of thousands of tests a week that 
will likely be needed for the safe return of sports, 
there’s the lab capacity needed to process them. 

As large commercial labs deal with slowdowns, 
leagues could be forced to either wait several days for 
test results like members of the public - rendering the 
results essentially useless as athletes continue to 
compete - or get results back earlier, with a perception 
that they are cutting in line. 

Leagues say they have taken steps to ensure their 


“That’s been a big concern for me, as I’ve been 
seeing different leagues and their plans for 
reopening. We’re testing a lot (in New York), but 
other parts of the country don’t have that same 
capacity. And if you have every single player on a 
team wanting to be tested - even if it’s once a week 
or twice a week - that’s just a huge strain on the 
system.” 

Celine Gounder 

An infectious disease specialist and epidemiologist at New York 
University and Bellevue Hospital 


operations don’t impact testing and lab infrastructure, 
both regionally and nationwide. And some experts 
said they believe the tests being used by the NBA, MLB 

See TESTING, Page 5C 


COMEBACK KID 



Collin Morikawa overcame every obstacle in front of him on a topsy-turvy Sunday at Muirfield 
Golf Club in Dublin, Ohio, to top Justin Thomas on the third playoff hole in the Workday Charity 
Open. The victory was Morikawa’s second on the PGA Tour and came two weeks after his streak 
of making cuts ended at 22. Golf coverage, 2C Joseph maiorana/usa today sports 


Millions at risk 
with guarantee 
football games 

Aria Gerson and Steve Berkowitz 

USA TODAY 

On Friday, New Mexico State - which heavily re¬ 
lies on revenue from football guarantee games - 
learned that one of its big-money matchups, a game 
versus UCLA, had been called off because of the 
Pac-12 Conference’s decision to only play conference 
games. Now the fate of another lucrative game for the 
Aggies, against Florida, is uncertain. 

When the Big Ten and Pac-12 moved to a confer¬ 
ence-only schedule this week, more than $45 million 
in guarantee money appeared to be gone.. If the oth¬ 
er Power Five conferences — SEC, Big 12 and ACC — 
follow suit, it could deal smaller programs a crushing 
blow. 

“We get money directly from the state, we get 
money from the school, from student fees, from our 
multimedia rights holders, from our ticket sales, and 
we have budgeted for reductions in all of those 
areas,” New Mexico State athletic director Mario 
Moccia told USA TODAY hours after the Pac-12 an¬ 
nounced its decision. 

“This is one area where there are no cuts that we 
can make to make up for losing one or both guarantee 
games.” 

USA TODAY has obtained contracts for 139 non¬ 
conference football games involving Power Five 
teams. The payouts for these games had been set to 
total nearly $122 million, including amounts due to be 
paid by organizers of neutral-site games such as Ala¬ 
bama’s now-canceled matchup with Southern Cali¬ 
fornia in Arlington, Texas. 

For 227 games involving FBS teams, the combined 
guarantee total was supposed to be nearly $138 mil¬ 
lion. Though the figures do not include every game 
contract, a USA TODAY analysis of recent years’ 
guarantee-game deals estimates that the total value 
of all non-conference games is well over $160 million. 

The Big Ten’s and Pac-12’s moves don’t necessarily 
mean that none of that money will change hands this 
season. Depending on the language of the contracts, 
schools may still have to pay their guarantees or ne¬ 
gotiate settlements. Contract language covering 
what happens if a game is canceled for reasons be¬ 
yond the parties’ control can vary greatly, with some 

See GUARANTEE, Page 5C 


SPORTSLINE 


WEEKEND WORDS 


U l want to provide the opportu¬ 
nity for college athletics to be 
part of the fall, but we need to all 
consider our behavior to make pos¬ 
sible what right now appears very 
difficult.” 


MLS deputy commissioner Mark Abbott after Sun¬ 
day’s D.C. United-Toronto FC match in the MLS is 
Back Tournament in Orlando, Florida, was postponed 
because of COVID-19 concerns. 


U We were alerted to a series of racist mes¬ 
sages sent to a footballer today and ... we 
have arrested a boy.” 


SEC Commissioner Greg Sankey on 
Twitter. SEC athletic directors will meet 
Monday to discuss 2020 scenarios. 

U He won the hearts of our fans 
with 11 track championships 
and a driving style that made him 
one of the most respected compet¬ 
itors we’ve ever known.” 

Statement Sunday from Langley Speed¬ 
way in Hampton, Virginia, about the 
death Saturday night of 64-year-old 
driver Shawn Balluzzo after a crash at 
the short track. The Virginian-Pilot 
reported Balluzzo is the winningest 
driver in the history of the track. 

U We are not having a conversa¬ 
tion about postponing or can¬ 
celing the tournament.” 


From a statement by Birmingham, England, police 
after the arrest of a 12-year-old in connection with 
racial abuse toward Crystal Palace soccer player 
Wilfried Zaha on social media. 


SUSPENDED 

Without pay by ESPN, NBA reporter Adrian Woj- 
narowski for a profane email he sent to Sen. Josh 
Hawley, R-Missouri, according to the New York Post. 
Hawley called on the NBA to allow messages in sup¬ 
port of police, the military and Hong Kong protesters 
on jerseys. The NBA is allowing players to wear pre¬ 
approved messages in support of social justice. 
Responding to a news release, Wojnarowski respon¬ 
ded: “(Expletive) you.” Hawley took the response 
public, prompting an apology from Wojnarowski. 
ESPN declined to comment Sunday. 


DO YOU LIKE 
SAVING MONEY? 
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Morikawa wins ‘amazing’ playoff 



Collin Morikawa gets a fist bump from Justin Thomas after defeating him in a 
playoff to win the Workday Charity Open, adam cairns/the columbus dispatch 


Steve DiMeglio 

Golfweek | USA TODAY Network 

DUBLIN, Ohio - What are the odds? 

Not once, not twice, but three times 
Collin Morikawa looked to be done Sun¬ 
day in the Workday Charity Open at 
Muirfield Village Golf Club. In the end, 
he was the one atop the leaderboard. 

He overcame every obstacle in front 
of him on a topsy-turvy day that had 
heads spinning with all the plot twists to 
claim his second PGA Tour title. 

Morikawa did so by first forcing a 
playoff by making up three shots with 
three to play with two pars and a birdie 
as Justin Thomas bogeyed two of his 
last three holes. Then, after Thomas 
made his longest putt of the season, a 
50-footer with 10 feet of break on the 
first playoff hole, Morikawa knocked in 
his make-or-lose putt from 25 feet. 

Then all Morikawa could do was 
watch as Thomas just missed his 
chance to win on the second playoff hole 
when his putt from 9 feet just burned 
the right edge. 

Finally, on the third extra hole, Mori¬ 
kawa split the fairway, knocked his ap¬ 
proach to 10 feet and two-putted for par 
as Thomas, who drove his tee shot be¬ 
hind a tree, made bogey. 

“Amazing, that’s how the day went,” 
Morikawa said. “It was a long, long 21 
holes. It was a grind. I knew from the 
start nothing was going to be given to¬ 
day.” 

The day got off to an unusual start as 
tee times were moved up to beat poten¬ 
tial afternoon showers and the leaders 
went off at 9 a.m. local time. Morikawa, 


who squandered his 36-hole lead with 
an even-par 72, started the day three 
shots behind Thomas and one shot be¬ 
hind Viktor Hovland. 

Morikawa, 23, gained a share of the 
lead with birdies on the second, the 
fourth (where he nearly made a hole-in- 
one) and an eagle on the fifth from 
4 feet. But Thomas, who got off to a le¬ 
thargic start, then went on a heater with 
birdies on four consecutive holes start¬ 
ing at the eighth and seemed to have his 
hands on the championship hardware 
after he made eagle from 23 feet on the 
555-yard 15th hole. 


But he bogeyed 16 and 18 and then the 
third playoff hole. “I’m pretty pissed off,” 
Thomas said. “That’s about the only 
way to explain it. I had a three-shot lead 
with three to go and just completely 
handed it over. Collin played great.” 

Morikawa missed the first cut of his 
pro career two weeks ago in The Trav¬ 
elers Championship. His 22 made cuts 
to begin a career has been bested only 
by Tiger Woods, with 25, in 30 years. 

Morikawa finished regulation at 19- 
under 269 after a 66 Sunday. Thomas 
shot 69. Hovland finished with a 71 and 
in third place four shots back. 


Warren wins Euro Tour restart 

Carrying his own bag, Marc 
Warren closed with a 2-under-par 
70 Sunday for a one-shot victory in 
the Austrian Open, the first Euro¬ 
pean Tour event since the corona- 
virus pandemic shut down the tour 
in March. The title was the fourth 
on the European Tour and first 
since 2014 for the 39-year-old Scot, 
who finished at 13-under 275 at Di¬ 
amond Country Club in Atzen- 
brugg. He came into the event 
ranked 1,258th in the world. Ger¬ 
man Marcel Schneider closed with 
a 69 to finish alone in second. 

• U.S. Davis Cup captain Mardy 
Fish won the American Century 
Championship, holding off former 
Bills defensive tackle Kyle Williams 
by nine points. The celebrity tour¬ 
nament was played without fans at 
Edgewood Tahoe Golf Course in 
Stateline, Nevada, because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. The 
$600,000 purse and additional 
money will be donated to organiza¬ 
tions supporting COVID-19 relief 
efforts, the Equal Justice Initiative 
and Lake Tahoe regional non-prof¬ 
its. Fish birdied the par-516th and 
18th holes for a 21-point day and 76- 
point total under the modified Sta- 
bleford scoring system. The nearly 
300-pound Williams was trying to 
become the first lineman to win the 
event. He had 15 points Sunday. 

- The Associated Press 


Rosenqvist ends Dixon’s IndyCar streak Hamilton wins Austrian race 


Dave Kallmann 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY Network 

ELKHART LAKE, Wis. - Felix Ro¬ 
senqvist scored his first IndyCar Series 
victory Sunday, taking advantage of 
traffic and better tires to deny Pato 
O’Ward the same honor. 

First with patience and then with 
aggression, the 28-year-old Swedish 
driver chased down O’Ward after the 
final pit stop and made his move on 
the second-to-last lap, crossing over 
through Road America’s tight, left-hand 


Turn 5 and Turn 6. 

“Pato, when he caught the lapped 
traffic, it just tipped over for him and we 
started gaining so much,” said Rosenq¬ 
vist, who scored two second-place fin¬ 
ishes as a rookie last season. “You’re 
never too confident, but when I saw the 
gap to Pato decrease the last four or five 
laps, I had only one thing in my mind, 
and I think my crew had one thing in 
mind, and that was winning the race.” 

O’Ward, helpless to defend, finished 
2.8699 seconds behind in the second 
half of the REV Group Grand Prix after 
leading 43 of 55 laps from the pole. “As 


everyone saw, he passed me and he left 
me,” O’Ward said. “It wasn’t like I could 
keep up.” 

Alexander Rossi, the 2019 Road 
America winner who’d had a miserable 
first three races of the season, scored his 
first podium finish, 8.615 seconds be¬ 
hind. 

Marcus Ericcson, Rosenqvist’s coun¬ 
tryman and teammate, was fourth and 
Colton Herta fifth. 

Rosenqvist kept Chip Ganassi Racing 
unbeaten after Scott Dixon had won the 
first three races of the season. The five¬ 
time champion Dixon finished 12th. 


Lewis Hamilton led a Mercedes 
1-2 finish to earn his first win of the 
Formula One season 
Sunday in the Styrian 
Grand Prix in Austria. 
The Briton had total 
control from the start, 
surrendered the lead 
once - to teammate 
and runner-up Valtte- 
ri Bottas in the pit 
stops - to take a perfectly managed 
13-second victory. 

- Michael Lamonato, RACER 



Hamilton 


Custer earns first Cup Series win on wild final restart 


Jason Hoffman 

The Cincinnati Enquirer | USA TODAY Network 

SPARTA, Ky. - The Quaker State 400 
presented by Walmart has had a reputa¬ 
tion change over the past couple of sea¬ 
sons. Kentucky Speedway, the 1.5-mile 
tri-oval that has had several changes to 
its design and racing surface the past 20 
years, has gone from having “character” 
to now owning some of the wildest fin¬ 
ishes seen in the NASCAR Cup Series. 

Cole Custer recorded his first NAS¬ 
CAR Cup Series victory Sunday after a 
green-white-checker finish that might 
have outdone last year’s brotherly battle 
between Kurt and Kyle Busch - the 
brothers Busch were door-to-door on 


the last lap with Kurt coming out on top. 

Custer passed Martin Truex Jr., Ryan 
Blaney and Kevin Harvick on the last lap 
coming out of Turn 2 to get to the lead. 
Despite Truex’s best efforts in the final 
half of the lap, Custer wouldn’t relent. 

“We were so good all day,” Custer said 
during the postrace interview at the 
start-finish line. “That’s the best car I’ve 
ever driven in my whole life.” 

Custer said that while Kentucky is a 
difficult track to pass at, he knew he 
would have a chance at the end because 
of the strength of his race car. 

For the final restart, Custer was posi¬ 
tioned on the outside of the third row 
when the field took the green flag. The 
22-year-old Cup Series rookie made his 


way to the outside of the lead cars com¬ 
ing off Turn 4 heading to the white flag. 

When the leaders passed the start- 
finish line to begin the last lap, it was a 
four-wide battle as Custer was to the 
outside of Truex, Harvick and Blaney. 
Harvick and Blaney collided heading 
into Turn 1 and wouldn’t factor in the 
finish. 

Coming off Turn 2, Custer got a run to 
the outside of Truex, who couldn’t put 
the block on before the No. 41 passed 
him going down the backstretch. After 
passing Truex, Custer had to hold on 
through the treacherous Turns 3 and 4. 

The win is also a Cup Series first for 
Stewart-Haas Racing at Kentucky. 

“I’m just really happy for Cole Custer 


and everybody on the No. 41 Haas Auto¬ 
mation Ford Mustang,” Harvick, a team¬ 
mate of Custer at SHR, said after the 
race. “That’s pretty cool to get your first 
win. As much as I would have loved to 
win, I’m glad that we kept it in the com¬ 
pany.” 

Kentucky Speedway is the only Cup 
Series track where Harvick has yet to 
record a victory. 

Truex finished second, followed by 
Matt DiBenedetto, Harvick, and Kurt 
Busch. 

“Man, it was crazy,” DiBenedetto 
said. “We had a really good car. ... We 
had two monstrous restarts and then 
pushed Cole to the win there, which 
kind of felt cool. Good for him.” 


MARKETPLACE TODAY 


To view more Classified listings, 
visit: classifieds.usatoday.com 


For advertising information: 1.800.397.0070 www.russelljohns.com/usat 


NOTICES I 


BUSINESS 


FINANCIAL 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Ancient Royals 
Created Major 
Religions 

http://pisoproject.wordpress.com 

The Piso Project 


BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITIES 


EXCELLENT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 


INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY FOR SALE 

Sinbad Foods, LLC - Baklava Baking Foods Industry 

BID DEADLINE: Monday, July 20, 2020 at 5:00pm PDT 
LOCATION: 695 Town Center Drive, Suite 600, Costa Mesa, CA 


For more information: Charles Klaus, ABC Services Group, Inc. 
Phone:(949)922-1211 | Email: chuck@abcservices.group 


Are you getting hit 
with high interest rates 
because of a low credit 
score? Improve it today! 

• FREE Consultation 

• FREE Credit Evaluation 

800 - 852-4931 


IMPROVE 


FINANCIAL 


Need a personal Business 
or Commercial loan? 

We can help! Good credit, bad 
credit, no credit, no problem! 
All types of loans available! 

Call Now! 844-244-5960 


I MARKETPLACE I 


HEALTH/FITNESS 


Congratulations to 


FieldMicro.com for 
the launch of their 
FieldBot & SmartFarm 
automation system. 


HAVE YOU BEEN 
CLASSIFIED AS A HIGH 
RISK DRIVER DUE TO DUI, 
DWI OR TICKETS FOR 



Relax. It’s All Done For You. 


Pros do the marketing and selling. 
Live or Be From Anywhere. 

Very short hotline message ... 

Call 818-791-0194 

Direct Marketing Opp. 


Make Money at Home with a 
Business that’s FREE to Join! 
Get in front of the 
explosive $24 Billion 
Hemp/CBD industry. 

860 - 248-4000 
hempfreebusiness.com 



AGGRESSIVE DRIVING? 


^^Serenity is here^^ 
to help by making SR-22 
insurance easy to get and 
affordable for everyone. 

800 - 509-9315 


THE CALL & QUOTE ARE FREE. 


Drivers Make 

100% 

of the Fare & Tip 


Rideshare AND Delivery. 
ANYONE Can Earn Referral Fees. 
Help Build This Brand New Company. 
Filling Over 100,000 Positions. 
MAKE MONEY Several Ways! 


Short Hotline 818-791-0176 


STILL CHASING 

MONEY? 


Copy us. Newcomers doing better 
than $30k in their first month! 
TooDamnEasy.com 

24-Hr. Rec. # 1-800-304-7505 
ext. 1 Referral ID #KT99913. 

Save this Ad! Direct Mktg Opp. 


YOUR CREDIT 
SCORE 


ELIMINATE your 
overwhelming debt 


We can help if your total 
debt is $10,000 or more! 

B CREDIT CARD DEDT 
B MEDICAL DEBT 
B PERSONAL LOANS 

800 - 825-1306 

Avoid bankruptcy today and 
start over completely debt-free. 

THE CALL IS FREE. 


TALCUM 

POWDER 

SETTLEMENT 


If you or a loved one has 
been diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer after using 
talcum based products 
you may be entitled to 
significant compensation 

800 - 208-3526 


To advertise, call: 

1-800-397-0070 




JEWELRY 


BuyMyGold.com 


BuyMyWatch.com 


All Rolex Watches Wanted! 
Submariner • Sea Dweller 
Daytona • Explorer 

TOP PRICES PAID 

800 - 311-1000 


A Ga r d . e n Observed: rjbnmf . 

Cultivating A Life 

by Melanie Boyer 
Enchanting 220 page 
coffee-table devotional filled 
with garden photography 

Available on Amazon 


I MARKETPLACE | 


Top Prices Paid • 30 Year Business 
Jewelry • Diamonds 
Coins • Watches • Old Gold 


Honest - Safe - Fast - FREE Shipping Kit 
Next Day Payment 


BOOKS/PUBLICATIONS 
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NHL finalizes back to play(off) plan 





if * 

m \ « 


POSTSEASON SETUP 

Eastern conference (Toronto) 

Bye teams: Bruins, Capitals, Flyers, 
Lightning 
Qualifying round 
Rangers vs. Hurricanes 
Panthers vs. Islanders 
Canadiens vs. Penguins 
Blue Jackets vs. Maple Leafs 
Western Conference (Edmonton) 
Bye teams: Blues, Avalanche, 

Stars, Golden Knights 
Qualifying round 
Wild vs. Canucks 
Coyotes vs. Predators 
Jets vs. Flames 
Blackhawks vs. Oilers 


Defenseman Alex Pietrangelo and the Blues enter as defending Stanley Cup 
champs and will have a bye in the qualifying round, brian fluharty/usa today sports 


Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

The NHL playoffs are always unpre¬ 
dictable, and now a variable is being 
tossed in - a global pandemic. 

The league, which went on hiatus 
March 12 because of the novel coronavi- 
rus, is ready to move to Phase 3 of its re¬ 
turn when training camps open Mon¬ 
day. 

If all goes well, 24 teams will report to 
hub cities in Toronto and Edmonton, 
Canada, on July 26, the playoff qualify¬ 
ing round will start on Aug. 1 with five 
games, and the Stanley Cup will be 
awarded as late as October. 

Testing, social distancing and hy¬ 
giene will be the most important defen¬ 
sive systems to make sure it’s carried 
off. 

“We’re all living day-to-day here, and 
we’ll see what happens,” NHL deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly said Saturday 
during a Zoom call. 

How the tournament will work: 

• In training camps, teams will be 
limited to 30 skaters, plus an unlimited 
number of goalies. Players and other 
club and facility personnel were to be 
tested 48 hours before they arrived and 
then will be tested every other day. Tem¬ 
perature checks will be done before any¬ 
one can enter a facility. 

If players show COVID-19 symptoms, 
they will self-isolate and be tested. 
Asymptomatic players will also self-iso- 
late if they test positive and must have 
two negative tests 24 hours apart before 
returning. 

Players also are being asked to limit 
their public access off the ice before 
heading to the hub cities to avoid the 
chance of exposure. The NHL said last 
week that 23 of 296 players tested dur¬ 


ing voluntary workouts were positive, a 
5% rate. Another 12 had tested positive 
since March. 

“You need to make your inner circle 
pretty darn small because what you do 
affects everybody else,” Hurricanes for¬ 
ward Justin Williams said in a recent 
Zoom call. “That’s pretty much the basis 
of what a team is anyway; you’re only as 
strong as your weakest link. But at this 
point, your weakest link can take down 
your whole team.” 

• Players have until Monday to opt 
out. Flames defenseman Travis Hamon- 
ic already has done so, as have the Stars’ 
Roman Polak, the Canucks’ Sven Baert- 
schi and the Oilers’ Mike Green. 

• Once in the hub cities, rosters will 
be 31 players and teams can bring a total 
of 52 people. Players will get a floor of a 
hotel. No one can leave the hub except 
for a medical appointment or a family 


emergency. Quarantine will be required 
when returning. 

• No fans are allowed. No family can 
show up until the conference finals, 
which will be held in Edmonton. Media 
interaction with players and coaches 
will be by Zoom. There will be daily test¬ 
ing for players. 

“One positive test shouldn’t shut 
down the tournament, but obviously we 
have to be very cognizant of player 
heath and safety. And if we have an out¬ 
break situation, that turns into a differ¬ 
ent judgment,” Daly said. “But there’s no 
hard and fast numbers on that. That’s 
more of a sense of the medical profes¬ 
sionals, and we’ll take our lead from 
them.” 

• On the ice, four bye teams will play 
a round robin to determine seeding at 
the top of each conference, while the re¬ 
maining eight teams per conference will 


play a best-of-five series. 

Teams will be reseeded after the 
qualifying round, and the first round 
will begin Aug. 11. The second round ten¬ 
tatively will start Aug. 25, the confer¬ 
ence finals Sept. 8 and the Stanley Cup 
Final on Sept. 22. 

NHL Players’ Association executive 
director Donald Fehr says he believes 
players will adjust to the unusual situa¬ 
tion because they’re professionals. 

“They adapt to whatever the world 
throws at them: a new coach, an injury 
... a new opportunity, an illness, what¬ 
ever it is,” he said on the joint call with 
the NHL. “So will it be a challenge? Sure. 
Will it be different? Of course. Will the 
players in the long run have any difficul¬ 
ty handling it? No?” 

The draft will be Oct. 9-10, around the 
time the next season usually starts. 
Commissioner Gary Bettman says he 
plans to have a full 2020-21 season, even 
if it has to run later than usual. 


With preemie twins, Posey makes ‘easy’ call 


Bob Nightengale 

Columnist 
USA TODAY 


There have been other players and 
coaches who have opted out of the MLB 
season, and there will be more, but Gi¬ 
ants catcher Buster Posey’s decision 
will reverberate throughout the game. 

This is a Hall of Fame candidate with 
three World Series championships, six 
All-Star appearances and a National 
League MVP award. 

This is a man who was scheduled to 
earn $7,925 million as the prorated por¬ 
tion of his $22 million salary. 

This is a man who is one year closer 
to possible retirement. His contract ex¬ 
pires after the 2021 season, paying him 
$22 million with a $22 million club op¬ 
tion or $3 million buyout in 2022. 

This is also a new father. 

Posey and his wife, Kristen, who al¬ 
ready have 8-year-old twins, adopted 
two 6-day-old twin girls (Ada and Libbi) 
on Thursday, who were prematurely 
born at 32 weeks. 

“From a baseball standpoint, it was a 
tough decision for me,” Posey said in 
making the announcement Friday. 
“From a family standpoint, making a 
decision to protect children, our chil¬ 
dren, it was relatively easy.” 


Maybe he could have stayed safe 
from the coronavirus by taking all the 
necessary precautionary measures, 
telling his teammates to wear masks at 
all times and getting tested every day. 

He wasn’t about to take that risk. 

This is about family, being able to see 
his daughters in the hospital for perhaps 
as long as four months while their lungs 
get stronger and celebrating their arriv¬ 
al together as a family every day. 

Tough decision? 

You don’t know Gerald Dempsey 
“Buster” Posey III. 

“I can’t sit here and tell you that I 
know what is the right answer to this or 
what is the wrong answer to that,” Posey 
said. “But after weighing it for a long 
time, talking to doctors, I just feel like in 
the current state that we are right now, 
and these babies being as fragile as they 
are for the next four months at a mini¬ 
mum, this ultimately was not that a dif¬ 
ficult decision for me.... 

“I completely understand not playing 
baseball does not wholly eliminate the 
risk of contracting the virus, but I do be¬ 
lieve it eliminates it to a certain degree, 
one that makes myself and my wife feel 
more comfortable than we would other¬ 
wise.” 

It might have been different, Posey 
said, if the adoption procedure went 
awry. He and his wife have been down 
this road before in the last few years. 
They had an adopted baby in their own 



Buster Posey was the 2012 National 
League MVP. kirby lee/usa today sports 


arms a few years ago, only for the family 
to change their mind a few days later. 

This time everything came through, 
and they celebrated their official adop¬ 
tion on Thursday. 

“Anybody who has tried to adopt 
knows it’s quite the roller coaster,” Po¬ 
sey said. “I was cautiously optimistic it 
would actually go through having some 
of the previous experiences.” 

The twin girls were born on July 4, 
the same Posey arrived in camp, and he 
acknowledged then that he wasn’t sure 
whether he would opt out. 


“To be honest with you, and full dis¬ 
closure, I think if these babies hadn’t 
been born right now and weren’t prema¬ 
ture, I’d probably be playing,” he said 
Friday. “Talking to different doctors, 
there are no solid answers whether, if 
the babies contract the virus, will it af¬ 
fect them immediately? Will it affect 
them in the long term? Unfortunately, 
there’s not enough data right now. It’s 
just so new that we just don’t have those 
answers.” 

So the season will go on without him. 

“Look, there’s no question, especially 
when the game start up, this is going to 
be hard for me. Honestly, as a baseball 
player, there’s such satisfaction in going 
out and trying to accomplish something 
with a group of guys that have become 
your friends. And whether that goal is 
reached or not, by the end of it there’s 
satisfaction knowing that you’ve really 
put everything into it. 

“I’m going to miss that the most, not 
having that challenge of overcoming 
hurdles and obstacles, and being able to 
celebrate the good times and being able 
to share some of the down times.” 

The 2020 season starts July 23. 
There will be more opt-outs. There will 
be more positive tests. There will be 
more gut-wrenching decisions. 

“I do think it’s very much an individ¬ 
ual decision,” Posey said. “We’re all try¬ 
ing to decipher information that’s 
changing rapidly.” 



Experts find merits in conference-only football 


Paul Myerberg 

USA TODAY 

Scheduling flexibility, the mitigation 
of risk that comes with travel and the 
ability to share testing protocols were 
the primary factors behind the Big Ten’s 
plan to schedule conference-only foot¬ 
ball games during the coming season, a 
move that might foreshadow similar de¬ 
cisions from other Power Five leagues 
and the rest of the Bowl Subdivision. 

One other Power Five conference, the 
Pac-12, followed suit Friday with an 
identical plan. 

The matching plans exist under a sig¬ 
nificant caveat: that games are able to 
be played at all, an uncertainty given the 
continued struggle to rein in the corona- 
virus pandemic. That dynamic looms 
over the FBS as teams prepare for the 
start of sanctioned practices, which can 
begin six weeks before the first game of 
a team’s season, according to a plan ap¬ 
proved last month by the Division I 
council. 

Yet the decisions made by the Big Ten 


and Pac-12 have merit, medical experts 
told USA TODAY Sports on Friday, pro¬ 
viding a potential road map for the rest 
of the FBS even as the plan fails to com¬ 
pletely address how to limit potential 
outbreaks of COVID-19 during the day- 
to-day interactions between team¬ 
mates, coaches and support staffers. 

“I think it’s a step in the right direc¬ 
tion,” UNLV assistant professor of 
health Brian Labus said. “There aren’t 
many options, and this is one way to 
hopefully reduce the risk, yes, and still 
allow football to go on in the fall.” 

For one, the elimination of non-con¬ 
ference games lessens risk by lowering 
the amount of interaction in an uncon¬ 
trolled setting. 

“Removing any non-essential inter¬ 
actions, in this case three games, does 
lower risk,” said Robert Murphy, a pro¬ 
fessor of medicine and biomedical engi¬ 
neering at Northwestern and the exec¬ 
utive director of the university’s Insti¬ 
tute for Global Health. 

“As far as staying within your geo¬ 
graphic region, the biggest idea behind 


that is that there are definitely areas of 
the country, even within a state, where 
you may not be in a hot spot,” said Jason 
McKnight, a clinical assistant professor 
at the Texas A&M University College of 
Medicine. 

The decision to play a conference- 
only schedule will likely delay the start 
of the season from late August or early 
September until later in the month, giv¬ 
ing conferences and universities anoth¬ 
er few weeks to evaluate the best prac¬ 
tices for handling testing and tracing. 

This added time of experience will 
help conferences “figure out what works 
and what doesn’t work for them,” Labus 
said. “It’s almost like delaying the start 
of the season, which is a really good idea 
especially given the way the cases are 
trending right now in the country and a 
lot of the unknowns we’re facing as we 
try and move into college and profes¬ 
sional sports.” 

Creating a routine testing protocol 
that can identify players who have not 
yet manifested symptoms can greatly 
reduce the subsequent number of play¬ 


ers potentially exposed, said Deverick 
Anderson, a Duke infectious disease 
doctor who co-runs Infection Control 
Education for Major Sports, or ICS. 
“Prompt and as early as possible detec¬ 
tion is an important part of the multi¬ 
layer strategy teams need to use to de¬ 
crease the risk of transmission among 
players on a team,” he said. 

However, the act of playing a confer¬ 
ence-only schedule doesn’t address the 
spread of COVID-19 within locker rooms 
and football facilities, which since June 
has led to rashes of positive tests at sev¬ 
eral major programs. 

And while remaining in conference 
can help streamline testing protocol, the 
geographic footprint of leagues in the 
FBS has been widened dramatically by 
expansion. 

A similar measure adopted by the 
Southeastern Conference, for example, 
would eliminate Georgia’s rivalry game 
against Georgia Tech, teams separated 
by roughly 70 miles, but maintain the 
Bulldogs’ game against divisional rival 
Missouri, 730 miles to the west. 
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Biggest college conferences 
took in nearly $3B in 2019 


FOR THE RECORD 


SOCCER 


English Premier League 



GP 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

Pts 

ch-Liverpool 

35 

30 

3 

2 

76 

27 

93 

Man City 

35 

23 

3 

9 

91 

34 

72 

Chelsea 

35 

18 

6 

11 

63 

49 

60 

Leicester 

35 

17 

8 

10 

65 

36 

59 

Man United 

34 

16 

10 

8 

59 

33 

58 

Wolverhampton 

35 

14 

13 

8 

48 

37 

55 

Sheffield Utd 

35 

14 

12 

9 

38 

33 

54 

Tottenham 

35 

14 

10 

11 

54 

45 

52 

Arsenal 

35 

12 

14 

9 

51 

44 

50 

Burnley 

35 

14 

8 

13 

39 

47 

50 

Everton 

35 

12 

9 

14 

41 

52 

45 

Southampton 

34 

13 

5 

16 

43 

56 

44 

Newcastle 

35 

11 

10 

14 

36 

52 

43 

Crystal Palace 

35 

11 

9 

15 

30 

45 

42 

Brighton 

35 

8 

12 

15 

36 

52 

36 

West Ham 

35 

9 

7 

19 

44 

59 

34 

Watford 

35 

8 

10 

17 

33 

54 

34 

Bournemouth 

35 

8 

7 

20 

36 

60 

31 

Aston Villa 

35 

8 

6 

21 

38 

65 

30 

r-Norwich 

35 

5 

6 

24 

26 

67 

21 


ch - clinched championship 
r - relegated 

Thursday, July 9 

Bournemouth 0, Tottenham 0 
Everton 1, Southampton 1 
Aston Villa 0, Man United 3 

Saturday, July 11 

Norwich 0, West Ham 4 
Watford 2, Newcastle 1 
Liverpool 1, Burnley 1 
Sheffield United 3, Chelsea 0 
Brighton 0, Man City 5 

Sunday, July 12 

Wolverhampton 3, Everton 0 
Aston Villa 2, Crystal Palace 0 
Tottenham 2, Arsenal 1 
Bournemouth 4, Leicester 1 
Monday, July 13 
Man United vs. Southampton, 2 p.m. 

Tuesday, July 14 

Chelsea vs. Norwich, 2:15 p.m. 

Wednesday, July 15 

Burnley vs. Wolverhampton, 12 p.m. 

Man City vs. Bournemouth, 12 p.m. 
Newcastle vs. Tottenham, 12 p.m. 

Arsenal vs. Liverpool, 2:15 p.m. 

MLS 

MLS is Back Tournament 
GROUP A (EASTERN) 

GP W D L GF GA Pts 
Orlando City 1 1 0 0 2 1 3 

Philadelphia 1 10 0 10 3 

Miami 10 0 112 0 

N.Y. City FC 10 0 10 10 

GROUP STAGE 
Thursday, July 9 

Philadelphia 1, New York City FC 0 

Tuesday, July 14 

New York City FC at Orlando City, 8 p.m. 
Miami at Philadelphia, 10:30 p.m. 

GROUP B (WESTERN) 

GP W D L GF GA Pts 
San Jose 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Seattle 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Chicago 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Vancouver 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


GROUP STAGE 
Friday, July 10 

San Jose 0, Seattle 0, tie 

Tuesday, July 14 

Seattle at Chicago, 9 a.m. 

Wednesday, July 15 

San Jose at Vancouver, 10:30 p.m. 

GROUP C (EASTERN) 

GP W D L GF GA Pts 
New England 1 10 0 10 3 

D.C. United 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Toronto FC 0000000 

Montreal 10 0 10 10 

GROUP STAGE 
Thursday, July 9 

New England 1, Montreal 0 

Sunday, July 12 

Toronto FC at D.C. United, PPD. 

Wednesday, July 15 

Toronto FC at Montreal, 8 p.m. 

GROUP D (WESTERN) 

GP W D L GF GA Pts 
Colorado 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Minnesota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Real Salt Lake 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sporting KC 0000000 

GROUP STAGE 
Sunday, July 12 

Minnesota at Sporting Kansas City 
Colorado at Real Salt Lake 
Friday, July 17 
Colorado at Sporting Kansas City, 8 p.m. 
Minnesota at Real Salt Lake, 10:30 p.m. 
GROUP E (EASTERN) 

GP W D L GF GA Pts 
Columbus 1 1 0 0 4 0 3 

New York 1 10 0 10 3 

Atlanta 10 0 10 10 

Cincinnati 1 0 0 1 0 4 0 

GROUP STAGE 
Saturday, July 11 
New York 1, Atlanta 0 
Columbus 4, Cincinnati 0 

Thursday, July 16 

Cincinnati at Atlanta, 9 a.m. 

New York at Columbus, 10:30 p.m. 

GROUP F (WESTERN) 

GP W D L GF GA Pts 
Houston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Los Angeles FC 0000000 
LA Galaxy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Portland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

GROUP STAGE 
Monday, July 13 

Houston at Los Angeles FC, 8 p.m. 

Portland at LA Galaxy, 10:30 p.m. 
Saturday, July 18 
Houston at Portland, 8 p.m. 

LA Galaxy at Los Angeles FC, 10:30 p.m. 

NWSL 

NWSL Challenge Cup 
All matches played at Zions 
Bank Stadium, Herriman Utah 
Sunday, July 12 

Washington Spirit 1 Houston Dash 0 
Chicago Red Stars vs. Utah Royals 
Monday, July 13 
OL Reign vs. Portland Thorns, 12:30 p.m. 

Sky Blue vs. North Carolina Courage, 10 p.m. 


AUTO RACING 

(Start position in parentheses) 

IndyCar REV Group Grand Prix 
at Road America Race 2 
Lap length: 4.014 miles 

1. (7) F. Rosenqvist, Honda, 55 laps, Running. 

2. (1) Pato O’Ward, Chevrolet, 55, Running. 

3. (10) A. Rossi, Honda, 55, Running. 

4. (16) Marcus Ericsson, Honda, 55, Running. 

5. (2) C. Herta, Honda, 55, Running. 

6. (11) Santino Ferrucci, Honda, 55, Running. 

7. (3) Alex Palou, Honda, 55, Running. 

8. (12) T. Sato, Honda, 55, Running. 

9. (14) J. Newgarden, Chevrolet, 55, Running. 

10. (13) C. Kimball, Chevrolet, 55, Running. 

11. (8) Will Power, Chevrolet, 55, Running. 

12. (6) S. Dixon, Honda, 55, Running. 

13. (22) S. Pagenaud, Chevrolet, 55, Running. 

14. (15) Rinus Veekay, Chevrolet, 55, Running. 

15. (21) Max Chilton, Chevrolet, 55, Running. 

16. (17) Z. Veach, Honda, 55, Running. 

17. (9) J. Harvey, Honda, 55, Running. 

18. (20) Conor Daly, Chevrolet, 55, Running. 

19. (19) Marco Andretti, Honda, 54, Running. 

20. (23) D. Kellett, Chevrolet, 54, Running. 

21. (18) 0. Askew, Chevrolet, 53, Did not finish. 

22. (4) R. Hunter-Reay, Honda, Did not finish. 

23. (5) G. Rahal, Honda, Did not finish. 

NASCAR Cup Series Quaker 
State 400 Presented 
by Walmart 

At Kentucky Speedway 
Lap length: 1.50 miles 

1. (29) Cole Custer, Ford, 267 laps, 48 points. 

2. (9) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 267, 42. 

3. (10) Matt DiBenedetto, Ford, 267, 43. 

4. (3) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 267, 38. 

5. (7) Kurt Busch, Chevrolet, 267, 35. 

6. (11) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 267, 46. 

7. (34) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 267, 30. 

8. (4) Aric Almirola, Ford, 267, 39. 

9. (6) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 267, 38. 

10. (24) Tyler Reddick, Chevrolet, 267, 27. 

11. (21) William Byron, Chevrolet, 267, 26. 

12. (12) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 267, 25. 

13. (19) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 267, 28. 

14. (15) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 267, 25. 

15. (2) Joey Logano, Ford, 267, 37. 

16. (33) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 267, 21. 

17. (23) Ryan Newman, Ford, 267, 20. 

18. (20) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 267, 22. 

19. (5) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 267, 27. 

20. (13) Chris Buescher, Ford, 267,17. 

21. (1) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 267,16. 

22. (16) Erik Jones, Toyota, 267,16. 

23. (8) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 267, 23. 

24. (30) Michael McDowell, Ford, 267,13. 

25. (17) Matt Kenseth, Chevrolet, 267,12. 

26. (37) Daniel Suarez, Toyota, 267,11. 

27. (18) Bubba Wallace, Chevrolet, 265,10. 

28. (27) Corey Lajoie, Ford, 264, 9. 

29. (14) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Chevrolet, 264, 8. 

30. (36) JJ Yeley, Ford, 260, 0. 

31. (31) Brennan Poole, Chevrolet, 259, 6. 

32. (26) Josh Bilicki, Chevrolet, 257, 0. 

33. (25) Garrett Smithley, Chevrolet, 257, 0. 

34. (35) Joey Gase, Chevrolet, 257, 0. 

35. (28) Quin Houff, Chevrolet, 255, 2. 

36. (22) J. H Nemechek, Ford, accident, 248,1. 

37. (38) Timmy Hill, Toyota, electrical, 170, 0. 

38. (32) R. Preece, Chvrlt, transmission, 159,1. 


Steve Berkowitz 

USA TODAY 

The Power Five college sports confer¬ 
ences had more than $2.9 billion in 
combined revenue for their 2019 fiscal 
years, new federal tax records show. 

The Big Ten reported more than 
$780 million in revenue, the most of any 
conference, and its return credits re¬ 
cently retired commissioner Jim Delany 
with nearly $10.3 million in total com¬ 
pensation for the 2018 calendar year. 

The returns, four of which were pro¬ 
vided last week in response to requests 
from USA TODAY Sports, serve as a re¬ 
minder of the financial backdrop 
against which major-college sports’ re¬ 
sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the fight over athletes’ name, image and 
likeness rights are playing out. Accord¬ 
ing to the documents, covering fiscal 
years ending June 30: 

• The Big Ten brought in $781.5 mil¬ 
lion, which resulted in payouts of about 
$55.6 million to each of the 14-team con¬ 
ference’s 12 longest-standing members. 
Maryland and Rutgers received smaller 
revenue-share amounts, but both also 
received loans from the conference 
against future revenue shares. 

• The 10-team Big 12 reported 
$439 million and payouts ranging from 
$38.2 million to $42 million. 

• The Atlantic Coast reported 
$455.4 million (payouts from $27.6 mil¬ 
lion to $34 million across 14 schools, 
plus $6.8 million to Notre Dame). 

• The Pac-12 reported $530.4 million 
(payouts of about $32.2 million). That 
figure that doesn’t take into account the 
equity value of the Pac-12 Networks, the 
conference’s fully self-owned TV and 
video content provider whose expenses 
help result in the conference passing 
less money to its member schools than 
other conferences. 

Pac-12 Commissioner Larry Scott 
was credited with $5.4 million in total 
compensation for the 2018 calendar 
year, the Big 12’s Bob Bowlsby just over 
$4 million and the ACC’s John Swofford 
nearly $3.8 million. (Under IRS rules, a 
non-profit organization must report its 
revenue and expense data based on its 


fiscal year, but it must report compen¬ 
sation data based on the calendar year 
completed during the fiscal year.) 

Bowlsby - whose base salary was 
$2.5 million in 2018 - is taking a 20% 
salary reduction “for the foreseeable 
future,” according to an email from 
conference spokesman Bob Burda. 

Scott, who had $2.95 million in base 
salary in 2018, is taking a 12% cut in 
base salary for the 2021 fiscal year, 
spokesman Andrew Walker said. 

The ACC declined to address Swof- 
ford’s current compensation. 

In January, the Southeastern Con¬ 
ference reported $720.6 million for fis¬ 
cal 2019, with an average per-school 
distribution of nearly $45.3 million to 
the 13 schools that received full shares. 
Mississippi did not get a full share be¬ 
cause its football team was banned 
from postseason play. SEC Commis¬ 
sioner Greg Sankey was credited with 
almost $2.6 million in total pay. 

The aggregate revenue total for the 
five conferences represents an in¬ 
crease of just more than 6% compared 
to fiscal 2018. Adjusting for inflation, 
the Power Five’s combined annual re¬ 
venue have increased by more than 
$1.2 billion over the past five years. 

The Big Ten, Big 12, ACC and Pac-12 
usually have filed and released their 
tax records in May, but because of the 
pandemic, the IRS granted non-profit 
organizations additional time. Those 
four conferences just completed their 
2020 fiscal years - the SEC’s closes 
Aug. 31 - and their spokespeople said 
they anticipate those revenue figures 
will be largely unaffected by the pan¬ 
demic. The ACC has been expected to 
see a dramatic increase in 2020, the 
first year of revenue from the ACC Net¬ 
work. 

The outlook for 2021 is uncertain 
and highly dependent on what hap¬ 
pens with the football season. TV con¬ 
tracts provide leagues with most of 
their revenue, and the Power Five’s TV 
deals get about 80% of their value 
from football, according to AJ Maes- 
tas, the CEO of Navigate, a Chicago- 
based firm that specializes in college 
and pro sports rights valuations. 


GOLF 

PGA Tour Workday Charity Open 

At Muirfield Village Golf Club, Dublin, Ohio 

Purse: $6.2 million 

Yardage: 7,456; Par: 72 

Individual FedExCup Points in parentheses 

Final Round 

Collin Morikawa won in playoff with Justin Thomas 


Collin Morikawa (500), $1,116,000 65-66-72-66-269 .19 

Justin Thomas (300), $675,800 68-66-66-69-269.19 

Viktor Hovland (190), $427,800 69-67-66-71-273.15 

Chase Seiffert (135), $303,80 0 68-69-70-67-274.14 

Ian Poulter (105), $239,475 68-69-69-70-276.12 

Gary Woodland (105), $239,475 73-68-66-69-276.12 

Patrick Cantlay (75), $169,393 70-72-70-65-277.11 

Jason Day (75), $169,393 69-71-70-67-277.11 

Russell Henley (75), $169,393 70-70-70-67-277.11 

Charley Hoffman (75), $169,393 74-68-68-67-277.11 

Billy Horschel (75), $169,393 72-69-70-66-277.11 

Sam Ryder (75), $169,393 70-72-66-69-277.11 

Kevin Streelman (75), $169,393 70-64-71-72-277.11 

Matt Jones (55), $113,150 69-72-67-70-278.10 


Xander Schauffele (55), $113,150 69-73-66-70-278 .10 

Sepp Straka (55), $113,150 69-70-69-70-278.10 

Sam Burns (47), $88,350 69-66-70-74-279 .9 

Stewart Cink (47), $88,350 72-69-68-70-279 .9 

Talor Gooch (47), $88,350 71-68-71-69-279.9 

Chez Reavie (47), $88,350 70-72-70-67-279.9 

Rory Sabbatini (47), $88,350 69-68-69-73-279.9 

MJ Daffue, $59,830 73-69-65-73-280.8 

Rickie Fowler (37), $59,830 72-69-66-73-280 .8 

Jerry Kelly (37), $59,830 75-67-68-70-280.8 

Hideki Matsuyama (37), $59,830 67-68-72-73-280.8 

Troy Merritt (37), $59,830 69-72-67-72-280.8 

Matthew Fitzpatrick (30), $45,260 73-69-71-68-281.7 

Brian Gay (30), $45,260 71-71-68-71-281.7 

Jon Rahm (30), $45,260 72-70-75-64-281.7 

Roger Sloan (30), $45,260 68-73-70-70-281.7 

Zach Johnson (24), $37,89 8 67-74-69-72-282.6 

Joaquin Niemann (24), $37,898 69-72-73-68-282.6 

Henrik Norlander (24), $37,898 70-69-71-72-282.6 

Tim Wilkinson (24), $37,898 68-72-72-70-282.6 

Adam Hadwin (20), $31,543 66-73-76-68-283.5 

Kyoung-Hoon Lee (20), $31,543 71-71-74-67-283.5 

Graeme McDowell (20), $31,543 68-73-70-72-283.5 
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TODAY’S FORECAST 

A strong cold front will march 
across eastern North Dakota 
and northwestern Minnesota 
today, causing severe thunder¬ 
storms. Any thunderstorm will 
be capable of producing dam¬ 
aging wind gusts and torrential 
downpours. 

There will be some heavy 
and drenching thunderstorms 
across the Northeast, which 
can lead to some flash flooding 
concerns. A front across the 
Gulf Coast will bring scattered 
showers and thunderstorms. 

A spotty strong thunder¬ 
storm will form during the after¬ 
noon across western Nebraska 
and northeastern Colorado. The 
main threat from this would be 
damaging wind gusts. 
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A masked Mike Trout is among MLB players who have expressed concern about 
playing the season with the coronavirus raging, ashley landis/ap 


Testing 

Continued from Page 1C 

and MLS - which USA TODAY Sports 
estimated at 19,000 a week - amount to 
little more than a drop in the metaphor¬ 
ical bucket for a nation that has most re¬ 
cently been processing nearly 640,000 
tests a day. 

Others said it’s hard to know exactly 
what kind of burden sports might have 
on the testing infrastructure, a compli¬ 
cated web of public and private labs and 
supply chains that often overlap. They 
argue that even a slight strain on the 
system could prove consequential and 
that the notion of sports leagues using 
up scarce resources veers into matters 
of ethics and optics. 

“You don’t want to be in the mansion 
on the hill, while all the peasants down 
there are starving,” said Zachary Bin- 
ney, an epidemiologist and incoming 
professor at Oxford College of Emory 
University. “The peasants’ situation 
isn’t your fault, (but) you still don’t want 
to be sitting in that house on that hill 
when you could help.” 

‘Not one versus the other’ 

Several professional sports leagues 
have already returned to play or are 
scheduled to return this month, includ¬ 
ing MLB, MLS, NASCAR, the WNBA, the 
PGA Tour and the National Women’s 
Soccer League. 

But perhaps no league has found it¬ 
self at the center of the country’s 
COVID-19 response like the NBA. 

It was the first pro league to suspend 
play, halting a game on March 11 when 
Utah Jazz center Rudy Gobert tested 
positive for COVID-19. Then it faced 
brief backlash because its teams had ac¬ 
cess to testing while some in the general 
population struggled to get tested. 

Two months later, the pandemic had 
not completely subsided but there were 
promising signs. Cases, hospitaliza¬ 
tions and deaths related to COVID-19 
had plateaued or trended downward. 
Once-scarce tests had become plenti¬ 
ful. Hot spots such as New York City 
were largely under control. So the NBA 
began developing a plan to resume play 
at the Disney sports complex in Florida. 

But as states began relaxing stay-at- 
home orders, those promising trends 
flipped. 

Now, with games scheduled to begin 
July 30, the timing and location couldn’t 
be much worse: Nearly half of Florida’s 
intensive-care units are at least 90% 
full and the state reported 215 COVID-19 
related deaths on Thursday and Friday, 
the highest two-day total since the pan¬ 
demic began. 

“It only took us two or three weeks to 
get back into this bad situation,” said Jill 
Roberts, an infectious disease expert 
and associate professor at the Univer¬ 
sity of South Florida. 

The spike in cases - first in a handful 
of Southern states, and now across 
much of the U.S. - has led to a sharp in¬ 
crease in the demand for testing. And 
several of the nation’s large commercial 
labs are now facing backlogs. 

Quest Diagnostics, which has facili¬ 
tated some of the NBA’s testing, said last 
week that everyone outside of its high- 
priority group - namely hospital pa¬ 
tients and symptomatic health care 
workers - would now have to wait four 
to six days for their results. LabCorp, an¬ 
other major commercial lab, said 
Wednesday that it is experiencing simi¬ 
lar issues. 

BioReference Laboratories, which 
has partnered with MLS and NBA to 
process tests for their bubble sites in 


Florida, said in a statement Friday that 
it is processing tests within 72 hours 
with an estimated capacity of 70,000 
tests a day. 

“We have enough capacity right now 
to test the people we’ve made our com¬ 
mitments to,” Jon Cohen, the compa¬ 
ny’s executive chairman, told USA 
TODAY Sports on Friday. “If you have a 
relationship with BioReference, and we 
have made a commitment to you, we’re 
going to deliver on that commitment.” 

Cohen said this commitment extends 
to turnaround times. However, he also 
acknowledged that there have been 
days in which his labs have not been 
able to process all the tests they re¬ 
ceived due to myriad factors, including 
excessive demand, supply chain issues 
and equipment malfunctions. And that 
leads to a situation in which some 
batches of tests are processed more 
quickly than others. 

“I have hospitals that need a certain 
turnaround time because they want to 
do some elective procedures,” he ex¬ 
plained. “I know we have urgent cares 
where people are suffering, that need 
certain turnaround times. I have sports 
franchises that need certain things to be 
able to function in their leagues. ... It’s 
not one versus the other. It’s not like you 
need to do these before those, and ev¬ 
erything else. We make the commit¬ 
ment, and then honor our commit¬ 
ments.” 

Cohen said tests from the NBA and 
MLS will be processed in Florida. When 
asked in an email to clarify whether 
those athletes would receive their test 
results more rapidly than members of 
other groups, BioReference spokesper¬ 
son Hillary Titus pointed to the compa¬ 
ny’s efforts to increase its testing capac¬ 
ity in Florida but did not directly answer 
the question. 

The NBA has indicated in its health 
and safety protocols that it will seek to 
collect testing samples each evening, 
with the goal of retrieving the results by 
the following morning. That turnaround 
time would be faster than what is cur¬ 
rently available to the public at major 
commercial labs. 

The league said it has required its lab 
partners - including BioReference - to 
certify that its testing efforts will not 
impact the availability of tests for health 
care workers and other high-priority 
groups in each team’s community. It 
said it has also taken steps to preserve 
resources in the Orlando area, including 
lab capacity. 

“BioReference has brought new test¬ 


ing capacity to its laboratory in Central 
Florida in order to manage NBA and lo¬ 
cal testing needs simultaneously, and 
ensure that tests in Florida supporting 
hospitals and patients are not diverted 
from the community,” NBA spokesper¬ 
son Mike Bass said in a statement. 

MLS, which is also operating out of a 
so-called bubble site near Orlando, did 
not respond to a series of questions 
from USA TODAY Sports about what 
steps, if any, it has taken to preserve or 
expand testing resources for the public. 

No certainty of not being a burden 

Unlike the NBA and MLS, MLB plans 
to play its 60-game shortened season in 
its teams’ home stadiums, scattered 
across 28 cities. 

The league said it is relying on saliva- 
based testing for asymptomatic players, 
in an effort to preserve materials such as 
nasal swabs for “essential testing.” It is 
also processing the vast majority of its 
COVID-19 tests at a Utah lab that usually 
handles drug tests. 

“By taking this step, the program will 
be additive to public testing,” MLB said 
in response to a series of questions from 
USA TODAY Sports. 

The league also said its Utah lab is 
subcontracting with a second unspeci¬ 
fied lab “to ensure continuity of results 
reporting.” Several MLB teams had to 
pause their workouts this month due to 
delays in test results. 

Roberts, the South Florida infectious 
disease expert, said MLB’s primary use 
of a private lab that won’t delay process¬ 
ing of public tests is a significant gesture 
but it’s nearly impossible to entirely 
mitigate the impact of the league’s mass 
testing. 

“They’re not taking (significant) lab 
personnel out of the public bucket,” she 
said. “The problem is, they’re taking 
supplies, and that’s how we ran into our 
(testing) problems in March.” 

The availability of testing supplies 
has improved relative to the early stages 
of the pandemic, according to Eric 
Blank, chief program officer at the Asso¬ 
ciation of Public Health Laboratories. 
But more people are seeking tests now, 
too. 

While manufacturers have ramped 
up production of materials such as 
swabs, reagents and pipettes, “they’re 
still not able to keep up” with demand, 
Blank said - and that appears unlikely 
to change anytime soon. 

“I think we’re going to be dealing with 
these supply chain issues as long as this 


response is going,” he said, “because it’s 
so large. I think it goes beyond what 
anybody imagined.” 

Blank said he doesn’t think the tests 
that are being used by sports leagues 
will impact his member laboratories. 
Even with frequent testing, he said, the 
leagues are using fewer tests than small 
cities. 

Other experts are less certain, citing 
the ever-changing nature of the virus 
and lack of a centralized testing author¬ 
ity, which could monitor test usage and 
distribute materials where they are 
most needed. They say there’s simply 
no way to know what impact the return 
of sports could have on the broader test¬ 
ing infrastructure - particularly when 
you factor in the tests being used by col¬ 
lege sports, and potentially the NFL this 
fall. 

“Bigger picture, it’s hard to imagine 
that you’d have a really large organiza¬ 
tion that plans to do massive testing - 
multiple times per week - and be cer¬ 
tain that it won’t somehow put a burden 
on the system,” said Ryan Demmer, an 
associate professor of epidemiology 
and community health at the University 
of Minnesota’s School of Public Health. 

Sports doing more harm than 
good? 

To counteract their potential bur¬ 
dens, the NBA, MLB and MLS have 
pledged to help provide COVID-19 tests 
or antibody tests for the public. 

The NBA has outlined multiple initia¬ 
tives that will expand testing options in 
Central Florida providing “a mobile test¬ 
ing site and a drive-through testing 
event, which will be open to the public 
and will together provide thousands of 
tests to the community,” Bass said. 

The NBA is also supporting testing 
research through partnerships with the 
Yale School of Public Health and the 
Mayo Clinic, among others. 

MLB said it is offering free COVID-19 
tests and antibody tests to health care 
workers and first responders in its home 
cities. 

And BioReference said in a news re¬ 
lease it is working with MLS to provide 
antibody tests for the public in Orlando. 

Despite those good-faith efforts, 
sports risk losing the battle of percep¬ 
tion as long as athletes are receiving 
multiple tests in a virtual bubble while 
citizens in hard-hit areas wait in their 
cars or long lines for hours, often in vain, 
for the same test. 

“I think sports in general will be an 
easy target to say, why are we doing 
this?” Roberts said. “But you could say 
that about a hundred things. You don’t 
need your nails done. You don’t need 
your tacos. But those are obviously part 
of the economy.” 

The stakes for sports could intensify 
in the fall, however, if the NFL and col¬ 
lege football go ahead as planned. 

There are more teams in the Football 
Bowl Subdivision (130) than the NBA, 
NWSL, MLB, MLS and WNBA com¬ 
bined. And while active rosters in those 
other sports range from 12 players to 30, 
football rosters are usually two or three 
times as large. With daily testing and 
70-man rosters, for example, the NFL 
would use and process more than 
15,000 tests a week for its players alone. 

Binney, the incoming professor at 
Emory, said leagues must ultimately ask 
themselves a simple question: Are they 
doing more harm or good by returning? 

The answer, of course, is complicat¬ 
ed. And changing all the time. 

“I think that pro sports, with the right 
setup and the right logistics, can come 
back still without having a negative ef¬ 
fect on the community around them,” 
Binney said. “But it’s getting harder.” 


Guarantee 
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clauses more airtight than others. 

For example, Florida’s contract with 
New Mexico State stipulates that if the 
game is called off under the prohibitory 
authority of the SEC, “both parties shall 
be relieved of any and all obligations of 
this agreement.” 

But for contracts that don’t have that 
type of clause, the payment could come 
down to a settlement - or a legal chal¬ 
lenge. 

“Down the road what does that mean 
from a contractual litigation stand¬ 
point?” Moccia said. “We’ll cross those 
bridges when we get to them.” 

USA TODAY Sports has identified at 
least 45 games this season that had a 
guarantee of $1 million or more to one or 
both schools. 

For games against Kentucky, Ala¬ 
bama and Penn State, Kent State was 
set to receive a combined total of $5 mil¬ 
lion. According to Kent State’s most re¬ 
cently available annual financial report 
to the NCAA, its total operating revenue 


for the 2019 fiscal year was about 
$29.5 million. 

Group of Five and FCS teams would 
especially be affected if the SEC were to 
void non-conference games. For 32 SEC 
home games against non-Power Five 
teams for which USA TODAY Sports has 
obtained contracts, the average guaran¬ 
tee is scheduled to be $987,500. The 
highest of those guarantees is the 
$1.9 million for a game between Auburn 
and Massachusetts. 

New Mexico State’s games against 
Florida and UCLA alone were set to pay 
more than $2.7 million. Moccia said he 
believes the Aggies’ only option if they 
lose their guarantees may be to take out 
a loan and then play more guarantee 
games in future years in hopes of paying 
it back. 

“There are no more sports to discon¬ 
tinue. We’re down to 16 (the minimum 
for FBS schools),” Moccia said. “So, 
we’re going to have to wait and see what 
happens in the next few days with other 
leagues - if they’re going to do the same 
thing, if they’re going to be looking for 
replacement opponents, maybe we 
could slide in. ... If ($2.7 million) comes 
off the board and there are no sports to 


discontinue, you could, in theory lay off 
the entire athletic department and it 
wouldn’t equal ($2.7 million).” 

Independents such as New Mexico 
State, UMass and Connecticut could be 
forced to only play each other this sea¬ 
son if every conference goes to a confer¬ 
ence-only schedule. But current games 
with other independents provide just 
$400,000 of UMass’ $3.3 million in 
guarantees, and $600,000 of UConn’s 
$2.3 million. 

FCS leagues are also feeling the im¬ 
pact. Many FCS teams get much of their 
revenue from playing FBS teams. For 
61 FBS-FCS matchups for which USA 
TODAY Sports has obtained contracts, 
the total payout was nearly $26 million. 

“Out here in the Big Sky, we play a lot 
of games against the Pac-12 and the 
Mountain West Conference and we 
have a lot of discussions with those 
commissioners, and our ADs are talking 
to their ADs and we are hopeful that we 
can find a way to make those work,” Big 
Sky Commissioner Tom Wistrcill said 
Thursday, after the Big Ten announced 
its decision. “Because it’s a significant 
portion of the revenue for every one of 
our schools.” 



New Mexico State is one school that 
could be particularly affected if other 
leagues move to conference-only 
scheduling. 

NELSON CHENAULT/USA TODAY SPORTS 
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LeBron won’t wear message on jersey during restart 


Jeff Zillgitt usa today 

Lakers star LeBron James has had a 
voice on several social issues. 

But James will not display a message 
on the back of his jersey when the NBA 
restarts its 2019-20 season on July 30 at 
Disney World’s ESPN Wide World of 
Sports Complex near Orlando, Florida. 

“It’s no disrespect to the list that was 
handed out to all the players,” James, 
wearing a More Than an Athlete hat, 


told reporters on a video conference call 
Saturday. “I commend anyone who de¬ 
cides to put something on the back of 
their jersey. It’s just something that 
didn’t really seriously resonate with my 
mission, with my goal.” 

The NBA and National Basketball 
Players Association agreed on several 
messages, including Black Lives Matter; 
Say Their Names; Vote; I Can’t Breathe; 
and Equality. 

Nearly 300 players have chosen to 


put a message on the back of their jer¬ 
sey, The Undefeated reported Wednes¬ 
day. James is one of a handful of players 
who will have their name on the jersey. 

That doesn’t mean he won’t spread a 
message through the media, his social 
media channels and his online media 
outlet, Uninterrupted. 

“Everything that I do has a purpose, 
has a meaning, so I don’t need to have 
something on the back of my jersey for 
people to understand my mission and 


know what I’m about and what I’m here 
to do,” James said. 

James, whose LeBron James Family 
Foundation does a great deal of work in 
communities, said he never considered 
not playing because of the social justice 
movement that gained strength and at¬ 
tention following George Floyd’s death. 

“I will continue to push the envelope 
and keep my foot on the gas and create 
real change for us as people of color in 
America.” 
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 


In re: 

PG&E CORPORATION, 

-and - 

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY, 
Debtors. 


Bankruptcy Case 
No. 19-30088 (DM) 
Chapter 11 
(Lead Case) 

(Jointly Administered) 


NOTICE OF ENTRY OF CONFIRMATION ORDER AND 
OCCURRENCE OF EFFECTIVE DATE OF DEBTORS'AND 
SHAREHOLDER PROPONENTS'JOINT CHAPTER 11 PLAN OF 
REORGANIZATION DATED JUNE 19.2020 
PLEASETAKE NOTICE that: 

1. The Plan and Confirmation Order. On June 20, 2020, the United 
States Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of California, San Francisco 
Division (the "Bankruptcy Court") entered an order [Docket No. 8053] (the 
"Confirmation Order") confirming the Debtors'and Shareholder Proponents 1 Joint 
Chapter 7 7 Plan of Reorganization Dated June 79, 2020 [Docket No. 8048] (together 
with all schedules and exhibits thereto, and as may be modified, amended, or sup¬ 
plemented from time to time, the "Plan").Capitalized terms used but not defined 
herein have the meanings ascribed to such terms in the Plan or the Confirmation 
Order,asapplicable. 

2. The Plan Effective Date. The Effective Date of the Plan occurred on 
July 1,2020,and as a result,the Plan has been substantially consummated. 

3. Plan Binding. The Plan and all provisions of the Plan (including, without 
limitation, all discharge, injunction, exculpation, and release provisions contained 
in the Plan and in the Confirmation Order) are binding on all holders of Claims 
against, or Interests in, the Debtors, whether or not the Claims or Interests of any 
such holder are impaired under the Plan and whether or not any such holder voted 
to accept the Plan. You are encouraged to review the Plan and the Confirmation 
Orderintheirentirety. 

4. CHANNELING INJUNCTION. In addition to the other provisions 
of the Plan and the Confirmation Order, the Plan and the Confirmation 
Order provide that the sole source of recovery for holders of Fire Victim 
Claims shall be from the Fire Victim Trust, and the sole source of recovery 
for holders of Subrogation Wildfire Claims shall be from the Subrogation 
Wildfire Trust. The holders of Fire Victim Claims and Subrogation 
Wildfire Claims shall have no recourse to or Claims whatsoever against 
the Debtors or the Reorganized Debtors or their assets and properties. 
Consistent with the foregoing and as provided in the Plan and the 
Confirmation Order, all Entities that have held or asserted, or that hold 
or assert any Fire Victim Claim or Subrogation Wildfire Claim shall be 
permanently and forever stayed, restrained, and enjoined from taking 
any action for the purpose of directly or indirectly collecting, recovering, 
or receiving payments, satisfaction, or recovery from any Debtor or 
Reorganized Debtor or its assets and properties with respect to any Fire 
Claims,induding all of thefollowing actions: 

a. commencing, conducting, or continuing, in any manner, whether 
directly or indirectly, any suit, action, or other proceeding of any kind in 
any forum with respect to any such Fire Claim, against or affecting any 
Debtor or Reorganized Debtor, or any property or interests in property of 
any Debtor or Reorganized Debtor with respect to any such Fire Claim; 

b. enforcing, levying, attaching, collecting or otherwise recov¬ 
ering, by any manner or means, or in any manner, either directly or 
indirectly, any judgment, award, decree or other order against any 
Debtor or Reorganized Debtor or against the property of any Debtor or 
Reorganized Debtor with respect to any such Fire Claim; 

c. creating, perfecting, or enforcing in any manner, whether directly 
or indirectly, any Lien of any kind against any Debtor or Reorganized 
Debtor or the property of any Debtor or Reorganized Debtor with respect 
to any such Fire Claims; 

d. asserting or accomplishing any setoff, right of subrogation, 
indemnity, contribution, or recoupment of any kind, whether directly 
or indirectly, against any obligation due to any Debtor or Reorganized 
Debtor or against the property of any Debtor or Reorganized Debtor with 
respecttoanysuch FireClaim;and 

e. taking any act, in any manner, in any place whatsoever, that does 
not conform to, or comply with, the provisions of the Plan Documents, 
with respecttoany such Fire Claim. 

5. Assumption of Executory Contracts and Unexpired Leases and 
Resolution of Cure Disputes. 

a. Pursuant to Section 8.1(a) of the Plan and Paragraph 32a. of the 
Confirmation Order, as of July 1,2020 and subject to the payment of any appli¬ 
cable Cure Amount, all executory contracts and unexpired leases to which any of 
the Debtors are parties shall be deemed assumed, unless such executory contract 
or unexpired lease (i) was previously assumed or rejected by the Debtors, pursuant 
to a Final Order, (ii) previously expired or terminated pursuant to its own terms or 


by agreement of the parties thereto, (iii) was the subject of a motion to assume, 
assume and assignor reject filed by the Debtors on or before June 20,2020,or (iv) is 
specifically designated asan executory contract orunexpired lease to be rejected on 
theScheduleof Rejected Contracts (assuch Schedule may beamended). 

b. Pursuant to Section 8.2(c) of the Plan and Paragraph 34 of the Confirmation 
Order, in the event of an unresolved dispute regarding (i) any Cure Amount, (ii) the 
ability of the Reorganized Debtors or any assignee to provide"adequate assurance 
of future performance" (within the meaning of section 365 of the Bankruptcy 
Code) under the executory contract or unexpired lease to be assumed, or (iii) any 
other matter pertaining to assumption, assumption and assignment, or the Cure 
Amounts required by section 365(b)(1) of the Bankruptcy Code (each, a "Cure 
Dispute"), such Cure Dispute shall be preserved and may be resolved in due course 
either consensually without further order of the Bankruptcy Court, or, after notice 
and an opportunity to be heard,by a Final Orderof the Bankruptcy Court, which may 
be entered after July 1,2020. 

6 . Time for Filing Rejection Damage Claims; Further Amendments to 
the Schedules of Assumed and Rejected Contracts. 

a. Pursuant to Section 8.3 of the Plan and Paragraph 35a. of the Confirmation 
Order, in the event that the rejection of an executory contract or unexpired lease 
under the Plan results in damages to the other party or parties to such contract 
or lease, any Claim for such damages, shall be forever barred and shall not be 
enforceable against the Debtors or the Reorganized Debtors, or their respective 
estates, properties or interests in property, unless a proof of Claim is filed with the 
Bankruptcy Court and served upon the Debtors or the Reorganized Debtors, no 
later than thirty (30) days after the later of (i) June 20,2020, or (ii) the 
effective date of the rejection of such executory contract or unexpired 
lease, as set forth on the Schedule of Rejected Contracts or in an order of the 
Bankruptcy Court. 

b. Pursuantto Paragraph 32d.ofthe Confirmation Order: 

i. the Debtors or the Reorganized Debtors have thirty (30) days from June 
20,2020 to file amendments to the Schedule of Assumed Contracts (as defined in 
the Plan Supplement) and Schedule of Rejected Contracts, to remove executory 
contracts and unexpired leases previously listed on the Schedule of Assumed 
Contracts and to add executory contracts and unexpired leases to the Schedule of 
Rejected Contracts; 

ii. any counterparty to an executory contract or unexpired lease that is 
added to the Schedule of Rejected Contracts or removed from the Schedule of 
Assumed Contracts shall have thirty (30) days from the date on which notice of 
such removal or addition is served on the counterparty to file an objection thereto, 
which objection may be resolved either consensually without further order of the 
Bankruptcy Court, or, by a Final Order of the Bankruptcy Court, with any rejection 
deemed approved as of July 1,2020;and 

iii. the rejection of any executory contract or unexpired lease added to the 
Schedule of Rejected Contracts shall be deemed approved by the Bankruptcy 
Court as of July 1,2020 if an objection to the addition of such executory contract or 
unexpired lease to the Schedule of Rejected Contracts is not timely filed as provided 
above. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the counterparty to an executory contract or 
unexpired lease that isadded to theScheduleof Rejected Contractsshall have thirty 
(30) days to file a claim for rejection damages following the later of (i) July 1,2020 
and (ii) if a timely objection to rejection is filed and is not consensually resolved by 
the parties,the entry of an order approving the rejection of such executory contract 
orunexpired lease. 

7. Final Fee Applications. Pursuant to Section 2.2 of the Plan, all final 
requests for the payment of Professional Fee Claims against a Debtor, including any 
Professional Fee Claim incurred during the period from the Petition Date through 
and including July 1,2020, must be filed and served on the Reorganized Debtors 
no later than sixty (60) days after July 1,2020. All such final requests will be subject 
to approval by the Bankruptcy Court after notice and a hearing in accordance with 
the procedures established by the Bankruptcy Code, the Interim Compensation 
Order, and any other prior orders of the Bankruptcy Court regarding the payment of 
Professionals in the Chapter 11 Cases. 

8. Certain Documents. The Confirmation Order, the Plan, the Financing 
Approval Order, the Fire Victim Trust Agreement, the Fire Victim Claims Resolution 
Procedures, and the Plan Supplement, can be viewed free of charge at the website 
for the Debtors' claims and noticing agent, Prime Clerk: https://restructuring. 
primeclerk.com/pge/. Additionally, copies of such documents may be obtained by 
accessing the Bankruptcy Court's website: http://www.canb.uscourts.gov. A PACER 
password and login are needed to access documents on the Bankruptcy Court's 
website, and can be obtained at http://www.pacer.psc.uscourts.gov. The Fire 
Victim Trust Agreement and the Fire Victim Claims Resolution Procedures, among 
other documents related to the Fire VictimTrust,can also be viewed freeof charge at 
the website forthe Fire VictimTrust,https://www.firevictimtrust.com/. 

Dated: July 2,2020 

WEIL, GOTSHAL&MANGES LLP 

KELLER BENVENUTTI KIM LLP 


LEGAL NOTICE 

If you received a non-emergency call from A Place for Mom 
to a cellular telephone without your consent, you may be 
eligible to receive a payment from a class action settlement. 

A Settlement has been reached in a putative class action lawsuit alleging that A Place for Mom, Inc. 
(“APFM”) called cell phones without the prior express written consent of the recipients. APFM denies 
that it did anything wrong and the Court has not decided who is right. 

Who Is Included? The Settlement Class includes: All persons within the United States who, between 
August 7, 2013, and August 15, 2019, received, without their consent, a non-emergency call from 
defendant A Place for Mom, Inc., or any party acting on APFM’s behalf, to a cellular telephone. There 
are two groups of Class Members: (i) Class Members who the parties agree could be identified from 
APFM’s records (“Group 1”); and (ii) Potential Class Members who could not be identified from 
APFM’s records (“Group 2”). 

What Are the Settlement Terms? A Settlement Fund of $6,000,000 has been established to pay 
Class Members, attorneys’ fees and costs, service awards, and settlement administration costs and 
expenses. Plaintiff’s counsel estimate that the Settlement Award to each Class Member will be in the 
range of $34.00; however, payments could be more or less than this amount depending on the number 
of Class Members that participate in the Settlement. If any money remains in the Settlement Fund 
after making the payments, the balance will be awarded to the Electronic Frontier Foundation in the 
form of a cy pres distribution. 

How Can I Get a Payment? Unless you received a notice by mail or email indicating 
that you are a member of Group 1, you must submit a completed Claim Form at 
www.APFMTCPAsettlement.com by September 15,2020 to receive a pro rata share of the settlement 
funds. If you prefer payment via electronic payment or would like to donate your settlement payment 
to Fisher Center for Alzheimer’s Research Foundation charity, you must also submit a Payment 
Selection Form and a valid email address online at www.APFMTCPAsettlement.com by September 
15, 2020. If you do nothing in response, you will be bound by the terms of the Settlement if it is 
approved by the Court, and you will not receive any monetary benefit from the Settlement. 

Why Does Plaintiff’s Counsel Estimate Payment in the Range of $34.00 for Each Class Member? 
The amount of the final cash payment will depend on the total number of Group 1 Class Members who can 
be located and the total number of Group 2 Potential Class Members who submit valid and timely claims. 
Approximately 56,000 Class Members who received Mailed Notice will receive payment automatically. 
The minimum payment for all Class Members if every person who received Email Notice submits a 
valid and timely Claim Form is estimated to be $1.29. The maximum payment if no one submits a valid 
and timely Claim Form is estimated to be $71.47. Plaintiff’s counsel estimate that approximately 2% 
(or 60,000) persons who received Email Notice will submit timely and valid Claim Forms establishing 
they are Class Members. In that event, all Class Members will receive payment in the range of $34.00. 
How Do I Exclude Myself or Object to the Settlement? If you do not want to be legally bound by 
the Settlement, you must complete an Exclusion Form by August 20, 2020. If you do not exclude 
yourself, you will release claims against APFM. You may object to the Settlement by sending a letter 
to the Settlement Administrator by August 20, 2020 or by appearing in person, or through an attorney 
hired by you, at the Final Approval Hearing on October 1,2020. In light of the outbreak of Coronavirus 
Disease 2019, the Court cannot be certain that a final approval hearing can be conducted on the date or 
in the manner anticipated at the time it is scheduled. To obtain up-to-date information about the status 
of the Final Approval Hearing, please visit www.wawd.uscourts.gov or www.wawd.uscourts.gov/ 
APlaceForMom. You should NOT contact the Court about this matter or the status of the final approval 
hearing and should instead direct all correspondence to the Settlement Administrator or class counsel. 
The Final Approval Hearing. At the Final Approval Hearing on October 1, 2020, the Court will 
consider whether to approve the Settlement, a request for attorneys’ fees of $1,500,000, costs of 
$75,000, and a service payment of $12,500 to the named plaintiffs. 

Your legal rights are affected whether you act or don’t act. Read this notice carefully. For more 
information, including the Settlement Agreement and Class Counsel’s application for attorneys’ fees 
and costs, call 1-866-757-7934 orvisitwww.APFMTCPAsettlement.com. 


IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
_ FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA, RICHMOND DIVISION 

In re: ) Chapter 11 

PIER 1 IMPORTS, INCefo/., 1 ) Case No.20-30805 (KRH) 

Debtors. ) (Jointly Administered) 

NOTICE OF HEARING TO CONSIDER CONFIRMATION OF THE CHAPTER 11 PLAN 
FILED BYTHE DEBTORS AND RELATED VOTING AND OBJECTION DEADLINES 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT on June 24,2020, the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District 
of Virginia (the" Court ") entered an order [Docket No. 804] (the" Disdosure Statement Order "): (a) authorizing 
Pier 11mports, Inc., and its affiliated debtors and debtors in possession (collectively, the " Debtors "), to solicit 
acceptances for the Joint Chapter 7 7 Plan of Pier 11mports, Inc. and Its Debtor Affiliates (as modified, amended, 
or supplemented from time to time,the"Plan"): 2 (b) approving the Disclosure Statement for the Joint Chapter 
7 7 Plan of Pier 7 Imports, Inc. and Its Debtor Affiliates (the " Disclosure Statement ") as containing "adequate 
information" pursuant to section 1125 of the Bankruptcy Code; (c) approving the solicitation materials 
and documents to be included in the solicitation packages (the " Solicitation Packages "); and (d) approving 
proceduresforsoliciting,receiving,and tabulating voteson the Plan andforfiling objectionsto the Plan. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT the hearing at which the Court will consider Confirmation of the 
Plan, which includes approval of the Sale of the Debtors'Assets as contemplated by the Bidding Procedures 
(the" Sale/Confirmation Hearing ") will commence on July 30,2020, at 1:00 p.m. prevailing Eastern Time, 
before the Honorable Kevin R. Huennekens, in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of 
Virginia,located at 701 East Broad Street,Courtroom 5000, Richmond,VA 23219-1888. 

PLEASE BE ADVISED : THE SALE/CONFIRMATION HEARING MAY BE CONTINUED FROM TIME TO TIME BY 
THE COURT OR THE DEBTORS WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE OTHER THAN BY SUCH ADJOURNMENT BEING 
ANNOUNCED IN OPEN COURT OR BY A NOTICE OF ADJOURNMENT FILED WITH THE COURT AND SERVED ON ALL 
PARTIES ENTITLEDTO NOTICE. 

CRITICAL INFORMATION REGARDING VOTING ONTHE PLAN 
Voting Record Date. The voting record date is June 16,2020, which is the date for determining which 
Holders of Claims in Class4and Class 5 are entitled to vote on the Plan. 

Voting Deadline. The deadline for voting on the Plan is on July 24,2020, at 4:00 p.m. prevailing 
Eastern Time (the " Voting Deadline "). If you received a Solicitation Package, including a Ballot and intend to 
vote on the Plan you must: (a) follow the instructions carefully; (b) complete all of the required information 
on the ballot; and (c) execute and return your completed Ballot according to and as set forth in detail in the 
voting instructions so that it is actually received by the Debtors' notice and claims agent, Epiq Corporate 
Restructuring, LLC (the" Notice and Claims Agent") on or before the Voting Deadline. A failure to follow such 
instructions may disqualify your vote. 

CRITICAL INFORMATION REGARDINGOBJECTINGTOTHE PLAN 
ARTICLEX OFTHEPLAN CONTAINS RELEASE,EXCULPATION,AND INJUNCTION PROVISIONS,AND ABI1CLE 
X.F.CONTAINSATHIRD-PARTYRELEASE .THUS.YOU ARE ADVISEDTO REVIEW ANDCONSIDERTHE PLAN 
CAREFULLY BECAUSEYOUR RIGHTS MIGHT BE AFFECTEDTHEREUNDER. 

Plan Objection Deadline. The deadline for filing objections to the Plan is July 24,2020, at 4:00 
p.m., prevailing Eastern Time (the" Plan Objection Deadline "). All objectionsto the relief sought at the Sale/ 
Confirmation Hearing must: (a) be in writing; (b) conform to the Bankruptcy Rules, the Local Bankruptcy 
Rules,and any orders of the Court; (c) state, with particularity, the legal and factual basis forthe objection and, 
if practicable, a proposed modification to the Plan (or related materials) that would resolve such objection;<«id 
(d) be filed with the Court (contemporaneously with a proof of service) and served upon the following parties 
so as to be actually received on or before the Plan Objection Deadline: (i) Co-Counsel to the Debtors: Joshua 
A.Sussberg, P.C., Emily E.Geier, AnnElyse Scarlett Gains, KIRKLAND & ELLIS LLP, 601 Lexington Avenue, New 
York, New York 10022 -and- Joshua M. Altman, KIRKLAND & ELLIS LLP, 300 North LaSalle Street, Chicago, 
Illinois 60654 -and- Michael A.Condyles, Peter J.Barrett,Jeremy S.Williams, Brian H.Richardson, KUTAK ROCK 
LLP, 901 East Byrd Street,Suite 1000, Richmond,Virginia 23219-4071 ;(ii)U.5.7rusfee: Kenneth N.Whitehurst 
III and Shannon F.Pecoraro,Office ofthe United States Trustee forthe Eastern District of Virginia,701 East Broad 
Street, Suite 4000, Richmond, VA 23219; (iii) Counsel to the DIP Administrative Agent: Marjorie S. Crider, 
Matthew F. Furlong, Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP, One Federal Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02110 -and- 
Tyler P. Brown, Justin Paget, Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP, Riverfront Plaza, East Tower, 951 East Byrd Street, 
Richmond,Virginia 23219;(iv) Counsel tothe DIP ABL Term Agent: Mark D.Silva,John F.Ventola,Jonathan D. 
Marshall, Choate Hall&Stewart LLP, Two International Place,Boston,MA 02110-and-Andrew B.Buxbaum, 
Troutman Sanders LLP, 1001 Haxall Point, 15th Floor,Richmond/ \IM3219-,(\i)CounseltotheAdHocGroup 
of Term Loan Lenders: Robert J. Stark, Steven Pohl, Shari I. Dwoskin, Brown Rudnick LLP, One Financial 
Center, Boston, MA 02111; and (vi) Counsel to the Unsecured Creditors Committee: Seth Van Aalten, Cole 
Schotz P.C., 1325 Avenue ofthe Americas, 19th Floor, New York, NY 10019 -and- Erika L.Morabito, Foley & 
LardnerLLP,3000 K.Street,N.W.,Suite 600,Washington,D.C.20007-5109. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Obtaining Solicitation Materials. The materials in the Solicitation Package are intended to be self- 
explanatory. If you should have any questions or if you would like to obtain additional solicitation materials 
(or paper copies, a CD-ROM, or flash of solicitation materials available on the Debtors'restructuring website), 
please feel free to contact the Debtors'Noticeand Claims Agent,by: a) calling the Debtors'restructuring hotline 
at (866) 977-0883 (Toll Free) or (503) 520-4412 (international); (b) visiting the Debtors'restructuring website 
at: https://dm.epiq11 .com/Pierl; (c) writing to Pier 1 Ballot Processing, c/o Epiq Corporate Restructuring, 
LLC, Epiq Corporate Restructuring, LLC, 10300 SW Allen Boulevard, Beaverton, OR 97005; and/or (d) emailing 
Tabulation@epiqglobal.com (please reference "Pier 1"in the subject line). You may also obtain copies of any 
pleadings filed in the Chapter 11 Cases for a fee via PACER at: https://ecf.vaeb.uscourts.qov/ . Please be advised 
that the Notice and Claims Agent is authorized to answer questions about, and provide additional copies of, 
solicitation materials, but may not advise you as to whether you should vote to accept or reject the Plan. 

The Plan Supplement. The Debtors will file the Plan Supplement (as defined in the Plan) on or before 
Julv10,2020. and will serve notice on all Holders of Claims entitled to vote on the Plan, which will: (a) inform 
parties that the Debtors filed the Plan Supplement; (b) list the information contained in the Plan Supplement; 
and (c) explain how parties may obtain copies ofthe Plan Supplement. 

BINDING NATURE OF THE PLAN : IF CONFIRMED,THE PLAN SHALL BIND ALL HOLDERS OF CLAIMS 
AND INTERESTSTO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW, WHETHER OR NOT SUCH 
HOLDER WILL RECEIVE OR RETAIN ANY PROPERTY OR INTEREST IN PROPERTY UNDER THE PLAN, HAS 
FILED A PROOF OF CLAIM IN THE CHAPTER 11 CASES, OR FAILED TO VOTE TO ACCEPT OR REJECT THE 
PLAN OR VOTEDTO REJECTTHE PLAN. 

1 The Debtors in these chapter 11 cases, along with the last four digits of each Debtor's federal tax 
identification number, are set forth in the Order (I) Directing Joint Administration of Chapter 7 7 Cases and (II) 
Granting Related Relief [Docket No. 76], The location ofthe Debtors'service address is 100 Pier 1 Place, Fort 
Worth,Texas 76102. 

2 Capitalized termsnot otherwise defined herein havethesamemeaningsassetforthinthe Plan. 


IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS, DALLAS DIVISION 
IN RE: § CASE N0.20-31318-hdh11 

GGI HOLDINGS, LLC, etal., § CHAPTER 11 

DEBTORS. 1 § (Jointly Administered) 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that, on May 4,2020 (" Petition Date "). GGI Holdings, 
LLC and its affiliates (" Debtors ") commenced voluntary chapter 11 bankruptcy 
cases in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Texas, Dallas 
Division (" Bankruptcy Court "). The Debtors own and operate the Gold's Gym 
brand and have historically operated company-owned gyms in Alabama,Texas, 
Colorado, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Missouri, and Venice Beach, 
California. THE VAST MAJORITY OF GOLD'S GYM'S GLOBAL LOCATIONS ARE 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED FRANCHISE GYMS THAT ARE 
NOT PART OF THIS BANKRUPTCY. For more information about franchise versus 
company-owned gyms,please visit https://www.goldsgym.com/restructure/. 

Pursuant to the notice of the Bankruptcy Court, dated May 7,2020 [ECF Nos. 
64,80] (" Notice of Filina "), established September 9,2020 (" General Bar Date ") 
as the last date for any person or entity, including, without limitation, individuals, 
partnerships, limited liability companies, corporations, joint ventures, estates, and 
trusts, but excluding governmental units (each, a " Person " or " Entity " and collec¬ 
tively, 1 " Persons" o r "Entities") to file a proof of claim against any ofthe Debtors;and 
established December 8,2020 (" Governmental Bar Date ") as the last date for 
any governmental unit to file a proof of claim against any ofthe Debtors. Please 
note that the Governmental Bar Date applies only to governmental units; the 
General Bar Date applies to all holders of claims that are not governmental units. 

The General Bar Date and the Governmental Bar Date and the procedures set 
forth below for filing proofs of claim apply to all claims against any ofthe Debtors 
that arose before the Petition Date . 

For any proof of claim to be validly filed (if not electronically filed through 
the Court's CM/ECF system), a signed original of the completed proof of claim, 
together with accompanying documentation, must be submitted to the Debtors' 
claims and noticing agent, BMC Group, Inc. ("BMC") by first-class mail, overnight 
delivery, or hand delivery to the appropriate address below so as to be actually 
received on or before the General Bar Date: If by first-class mail : BMC Group, Inc., 
Attn: GGI Holdings Claims Processing, P.0. Box 90100, Los Angeles, CA 90009; If by 
overnight or hand delivery : BMC Group, Inc., Attn:GGI Holdings Claims Processing, 
3732 West 120th Street,Hawthorne,CA 90250. 

Additionally,all proofs of claim filed must be originals, with original signatures. 
All proof of claim forms must be signed by the claimant (or, if the claimant is not 
an individual, then by an authorized agent ofthe claimant). They must be writ¬ 
ten in English and be denominated in United States currency. You should attach 
to yourcompleted proof of daim:(i) any documents on which the Claim is based (if 
voluminous,a summary thereof must also be attached),or (ii) an explanation asto 
whythedocumentsarenotavailable. 

Proof of claim forms may be obtained by visiting https://www.bmcgroup. 
com/restructuring/P0CDocs/462_GGIHoldings.PDF. 

Any holder of more than one Claim must file a separate proof of claim with 
respect to each Claim. Any holder of a Claim against more than one Debtor must 
file a separate proof of claim with respect to each such Debtor. All holders of Claims 
must identify on their proof of claim the specific Debtor against which their Claim 
is asserted and the corresponding case number of that particular Debtor. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT ANY CREDITOR WHO IS REQUIRED 
TO FILE A PROOF OF CLAIM BUT FAILS TO DO SO ON OR BEFORETHE GENERAL 
BAR DATE SHALL NOT BE TREATED AS A CREDITOR WITH RESPECT TO SUCH 
CLAIM FOR PURPOSESOF VOTING AND DISTRIBUTION. 

The hearing to confirm the First Amended Joint Plan of Reorganization Under 
Chapter II ofthe Bankruptcy Code (as may be amended, modified, or supple¬ 
mented from time to time, the "Plan") (" Confirmation Hearing ") will commence 


on July 29,2020 at 9:00 a.m. (prevailing Central Time). The Confirmation Hearing 
may be continued from time to time by the announcement of such continuance in 
open court or otherwise, all without further notice to parties in interest, and the 
Plan may be modified pursuantto 11 U.S.C.§ 1127 prior to,during or as a result of 
the Confirmation Hearing, without further notice to parties in interest. 

The Court has established July 21,2020 at 5:00 p.m. (prevailing Central Time) 
as the deadline for filing and serving objections to confirmation of the Plan 
(" Objection Deadline "). Objections not timeline filed and served will be overruled 
by the Court. To be considered by the Court, any objections to the Plan must: (a) be 
in writing; (b) state the name, address, and phone number ofthe objecting party 
and the amount and nature ofthe claim or interest of such party; (c) state with 
particularity the legal and factual basis of any objection; (d) conform to the 
Bankruptcy Rules; and (e) be filed with the Court, together with proof of service, 
electronically, in accordance with the Administrative Procedures for the Filing, 
Signing, and Verifying of Documents by Electronic Means ( "Administrative 
Procedures "), 2 by registered users ofthe Court's CM/ECF system and, by all other 
parties in interest without legal representation, in paper form, and served in 
accordance with the Administrative Procedures so as to be actually received not 
later than 5:00 p.m. (prevailing Central Time) on July 21,2020, and such 
service shall be completed and actually received by the followinq" Notice Parties " 
on or prior to the Objection Deadline, (i) Attorneys for the Debtors: DYKEMA 
GOSSETT PLLC, Aaron M. Kaufman (AKaufman@dykema.com), Ariel J. Snyder 
(ASnyder@dykema.com), Danielle N. Rushing (DRushing@dykema.com); (ii) 
Attorneys for the Debtors'Pre-petition Lenders: NORTON ROSE FULBRIGHT 
US LLP,Kristian W.GIuck (kristian.gluck@nortonrosefulbright.com),Laura L.Smith 
(laura.smith@nortonrosefulbright.com); (iii) Attorneys for the TRT Gym 
Asset Holdings, LLC and TRT Holdings, Inc.: WICK PHILLIPS LLP, Jason Rudd 
(Jason.Rudd@wickphillips.com); (iv) Attorneys for the Official Unsecured 
Creditors' Committee: KILPATRICK TOWNSEND & STOCKTON LLP, David M. 
Posner (DPosner@kilpatricktownsend.com), Gianfranco Finizio (GFinizio@ 
kilpatricktownsend.com), Patrick J. Carew (PCarew@kilpatricktownsend.com); 
and (v) Office of the United States Trustee for the Northern District of 
Texas: USTP-Region 6: Dallas (ustpregion06.da.ecf@usdoj.gov), Erin M. Schmidt 
(Erin.Schmidt2@usdoj.gov). 

The Debtors'Schedules, the Plan, and other information regarding these Cases 
may be obtained free of charge upon written request to the Debtors'counsel at the 
address and in the manner set forth above. Copies ofthe Schedules and the Plan 
mayalso be viewed by visiting https://www.bmcgroup.com/ggi. 

THE PLAN CONTAINS CERTAIN RELEASE, EXCULPATION, AND 
INJUNCTION LANGUAGE. YOU SHOULD READ THE PROVISIONS CONTAINED 
IN ARTICLE VII OF THE PLAN VERY CAREFULLY SO THAT YOU UNDERSTAND 
HOW CONFIRMATION AND CONSUMMATION OF THE PLAN WILL AFFECT 
YOU AND ANY CLAIM, INTEREST, RIGHT, OR ACTION YOU MAY HAVE AGAINST 
THE DEBTORS. THE PLAN WILL BIND ALL HOLDERS OF CLAIMS AGAINST 
AND INTERESTS IN THE DEBTORS TO THE FULLEST EXTENT AUTHORIZED 
OR PROVIDED UNDER THE APPLICABLE PROVISIONS OF THE BANKRUPTCY 
CODEANDBYALLOTHERAPPLICABLELAW. 

1 The debtors in these chapter 11 cases (the " Cases "), along with the last four 
digits of each Debtor's federal tax identification number, are: GGI Holdings, LLC 
(1222); Gold's Gym International, Inc. (3614); Gold's Holding Corp. (3610); Gold's 
Alabama, LLC (0520); Gold's Gym Franchising, LLC (5009); Gold's Gym Licensing, 
LLC (5013);Gold's Gym Merchandising, LLC (4892);Gold's Gym Rockies,LLC (7129); 
Gold's Louisiana, LLC (9825); Gold's North Carolina, LLC (3221); Gold's Ohio, LLC 
(4396); Gold's Oklahoma, LLC (7577); Gold's St. Louis, LLC (4827); Gold's Southeast, 
LLC (9382); and Gold's Texas Holdings Group, Inc. (8156). The Debtors' mailing 
address is4001 Maple Avenue,Suite200,Dallas,Texas75219. 

2 The Administrative Procedures can be found at the Bankruptcy Court's official 
website (http://www.txnb.courts.gov.). 


For more 

information on how to 
place your 
advertisement in 
Legal Monday, 
contact a 

sales representative at: 


1-800-872-3433 


Public Notice of Cyber-Attack Affecting Patients ofTak-ming Ko, 
M.D., LLC, an Alaska Company. On March 16, 2020, Mat-Su 
Surgical Associates, APC (MSA), a former business associate 
ofTak-ming Ko MD, LLC, suffered a ransomware cyber-attack 
that encrypted electronic health records. MSA, located in 
Palmer, Alaska, is owned by Dr. Garth LeCheminant. The 
attackers may have accessed protected health information of 
Dr.Tak-ming Ko’s patients, including names, addresses, Social 
Security numbers, diagnosis and treatment information, test 
results, health insurance information, and other information 
related to patient medical care. Dr. Ko is no longer associated 
with MSA and was notified of the incident on May 10, 2020. 
Dr. Ko has taken steps to improve the security of patient data 
under his control and requested that MSA do the same. A 
notification letter was sent to each affected patient offering 
complimentary credit monitoring services. If you have any 
questions about this incident, please contact: (800) 939-4170. 
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Cars line up as their occupants wait for COVID-19 testing in Texas on Friday, photos by courtney sacco/usa today network 

Testing labs struggle as 
surge pushes demand 



The Corpus Christi fire department in Texas conducts COVID-19 tests for first 
responders outside a fire station on Wednesday. 


Facilities try to expand 
capacity, but are limited 

Ken Alltucker 

USA TODAY 

America’s testing system is once 
again strained and labs are struggling to 
keep pace as coronavirus rages faster 
than ever in the South and West. 

From Florida to California, large and 
small labs running 24/7 can’t process 
samples quickly enough from millions 
of Americans tested every week. That 
means COVID-19 test results are de¬ 
layed a week or longer in hot spot com¬ 
munities, undercutting public health ef¬ 
forts to track, isolate and prevent 
spread. 

The number of daily tests reached an 
all-time high of more than 719,000 on 
July 3 and averaged nearly 640,000 
each day this past week, according to 
data from the COVID Tracking Project. 

Testing centers in Sunbelt cities such 
as Tallahassee, Florida, and Phoenix 
routinely attract long lines and at times 
must turn away people. Other than hos¬ 
pital patients, whom labs are prioritiz¬ 
ing, delays are widespread in the South 
and West at drive-thru and walk-up 
testing centers, urgent care, doctor’s of¬ 
fices and government-supported test¬ 
ing sites. 

“We are seeing across the board this 
very significant increase in demand,” 
said Julie Khani, president of American 
Clinical Laboratory Association, which 
represents the nation’s largest commer¬ 
cial labs. “That demand in many cases is 
now exceeding the number of tests that 
the labs can perform in a single day.” 

The absence of testing to detect 
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes CO¬ 
VID-19, left the nation unprepared in 
February and March as the deadly virus 
swept across the United States. The na¬ 
tion regrouped, Congress authorized 
billions and private sector labs jumped 


“The technology is not here 
to test every single person 
every single day. The most 
critical factor is going to be 
personal discipline.” 

Assistant Secretary for Health 

Admiral Brett Giroir, who oversees the 
Trump administration’s testing efforts 

in to provide widespread clinical testing 
that public health labs could not com¬ 
plete on their own. 

But as states have reopened, millions 
of Americans want to get tested amid a 
resurgent virus. New cases surpassed 
63,000 for the first time Thursday, 
pushing total cases past 3.1 million and 
more than 133,000 deaths, according to 
Johns Hopkins University. 

Assistant Secretary for Health Admi¬ 


ral Brett Giroir, who oversees the 
Trump administration’s testing ef¬ 
forts, acknowledged last week the na¬ 
tion’s testing system is nearing limits 
and commercial labs are taking longer 
to compete non-emergency COVID-19 
tests. 

“We did anticipate that the lab ca¬ 
pacity would at some point in time 
come close to reaching a max,” Giroir 
said on a call with reporters. “I’m not 
saying it’s at a max now, but we’re cer¬ 
tainly pushing the frontiers.” 

Giroir said new “point of care” test¬ 
ing platforms, which deliver quick re¬ 
sults at doctor’s offices and clinics, 
should add 10 million to 20 million 
tests each month by September. In the 
meantime, he urged Americans to 
demonstrate “personal responsibility” 
by wearing masks, distancing from 
others, hand-washing and shielding 
vulnerable people such as older adults 

See TESTING, Page 2D 


Smaller 
crowd 
flocks 
to Disney 

Fans enjoy reopening 
despite safety measures 

Britt Kennerly and Seth Kubersky 

USA TODAY NETWORK 

Forty-four years after they honey¬ 
mooned at the Magic Kingdom, Carol 
and Steve Show donned mouse ears 
with “44” emblazoned on the iconic 
headgear and posed for photos in 
front of Cinderella Castle. 

The two were among the estimated 
16,000 people who descended on 
Walt Disney World on Saturday as the 
Magic Kingdom and Animal Kingdom 
welcomed guests for the first time 
since COVID-19 forced the parks’ clo¬ 
sure March 15. 

The parks opened even as the Sun¬ 
shine State recorded a sharp increase 
in new infections. On Saturday, the 
Florida Department of Health report¬ 
ed 10,360 new cases, the 18th consec¬ 
utive day that at least 5,000 new 
cases of the novel coronavirus have 
been announced and pushing total 
cases to 254,511. On Sunday, the state 
set a national record with a one-day 
count of 15,300 new cases. 

And those making their way back 
to the “Place Where Dreams Come 
True” found a smaller, more sanitized 
and COVID-19-conscious world. 



Sisters Mary Griffin and Leslie 
Shinault masked up and headed for a 
resort weekend at Walt Disney World. 

MARY GRIFFIN FOR FLORIDA TODAY 


The coronavirus-forced changes 
were myriad, from touch-free fore¬ 
head temperature checks to hand- 
sanitizing stations and 6-foot separa¬ 
tions between guests in lines. 

Social distancing was emphasized 
by signage on the ground, walls and 
trash cans, and reinforced by the ad¬ 
dition of plexiglass-topped partitions 
in lines for rides and partitions at reg¬ 
isters in shops. Visitors who ordered 
food had to order it online before they 
could enter the restaurant, remove 
their masks and eat. Masks were 
mandatory, except when eating. 

None of that stopped the Disney 
faithful from snagging reservations 
as soon they opened in late June, first 
for those with resort reservations and 
then for annual passholders. 

See DISNEY WORLD, Page 4D 


Experts: Fines, freebies may help boost mask use 


Joel Shannon 

USA TODAY 

Many Americans have embraced 
health officials’ recommendation to 
wear masks in public, and those who re¬ 
fuse to mask up are likely to encounter 
increasing pressure in the coming 
weeks and months. 

There is a “sizable minority” of Amer¬ 
icans who are skeptical, Ashish Jha, di¬ 
rector of the Harvard Global Health In¬ 
stitute, told USA TODAY - evidenced in 
part by numerous viral videos showing 
shoppers flouting mask rules. 

Critics say mask mandates infringe 
on their personal freedom. Some right¬ 
leaning Americans call masks a tool of 


oppression, Democratic conspiracy and 
even sacrilege. 

Evidence shows face coverings are an 
effective way of slowing the spread of 
COVID-19, leading more state leaders to 
enact mask mandates. Friday, Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott, a Republican, said 
face coverings were “the only way” to 
avoid another shutdown of the state’s 
economy. 

Officials voting to require face masks 
in public have faced lawsuits and have 
been shouted down by their constitu¬ 
ents. 

Jha and other experts compare the 
emerging rules to traffic regulations. 

See MASKS, Page 2D 



Jorge 
Meneses 
obeys the 
sign on Main 
Street in 
Hackensack, 
N.J., on 
Wednesday. 
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Masks 

Continued from Page ID 

Just as speeding and drinking and 
driving are dangerous, not wearing a 
mask during a pandemic is similarly 
reckless - it puts your and others’ lives 
at risk, Jha said. 

As government-issued mask man¬ 
dates become more common, experts 
told USA TODAY those rules - along 
with fines, free masks and education - 
could help shape the behavior of a na¬ 
tion, similar to how traffic enforcement 
discourages bad driving. 

What are the rules about masks? 

Like many government actions relat¬ 
ing to the coronavirus, states have un¬ 
veiled a patchwork of rules governing 
masks. About half of states mandate 
masks in public. 

Enforcement of those rules is un¬ 
even. Some local governments, includ¬ 
ing in West Hollywood, California and 
Pensacola, Florida, plan to use fines to 
enforce the regulations. Other law en¬ 
forcement agencies publicly declined to 
enforce the laws. 

Some of the most consistent, nation¬ 
wide enforcement comes from busi¬ 
nesses, which have the right to deny 
service to customers who are not wear¬ 
ing a mask. 

Cincinnati’s enforcement strategy 


serves as an example for the rest of the 
country, Angela Duckworth - an author, 
professor of psychology at the Univer¬ 
sity of Pennsylvania and co-director of 
the Penn-Wharton Behavior Change for 
Good Initiative - told USA TODAY. 

In that system, health inspectors re¬ 
spond to complaints by approaching the 
unmasked individual and asking, 
“Would you like a mask?” 

Antonio Young, the Cincinnati 
Health Department’s director of envi¬ 
ronmental health, said that most of the 
time, people will comply with the rule at 
that point. If not, the inspector can issue 
a $25 fine. 

That’s the kind of system Duckworth 
and Jha hope to see rolled out more 
widely. They said hallmarks of an effec¬ 
tive campaign include: 

• Education: People should know 
that evidence shows that by wearing a 
mask, you can help protect others from 
getting the virus. New research suggests 
wearers may also be helping protect 
themselves. That message should be 
made clear across the nation, especially 
from trusted politicians, doctors and 
even religious leaders. 

• Rules: Government mandates pro¬ 
vide clarity on a confusing topic, help 
motivate people who might otherwise 
be ambivalent and give businesses in¬ 
centive to help with enforcement. 

• Free masks: Making masks freely 
available helps reduce excuses for not 
wearing one and helps deescalate en¬ 
forcement. 


Why do some people refuse? 

Many Americans cherish their indi¬ 
vidual liberties, and shaping cultural 
norms even under the best of circum¬ 
stances can take years. 

As the virus has taken hold in more 
conservative regions in the South and 
West, face coverings have become an 
unlikely focus of political partisan¬ 
ship, leading to mass refusals to wear 
them. 

Complicating things further, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven¬ 
tion acknowledges some health con¬ 
cerns in its mask guidance: Wearing a 
mask “may exacerbate a physical or 
mental health condition, lead to a med¬ 
ical emergency, or introduce significant 
safety concerns” in some people. 

Some of the most common claims 
around this exception, such as mask 
wearing causing low oxygen levels, have 
been debunked. Businesses can make 
reasonable modifications for people 
with disabilities - including curbside 
pickup, offering appointments and face 
shields instead of face masks, 
the Southeast ADA Center in Atlanta 
said. 

Other factors contributing to chal¬ 
lenges around mask wearing, according 
to Duckworth and Jha: 

• Misinformation: For example, a 
debunked Facebook post on hypoxia 
went viral. 

• Confusion: In the early days of the 
pandemic, officials did not encourage 


mask use, only to pivot in the face of 
mounting evidence. Changing that 
guidance based on evidence was 
good science, but confusing to many 
people. 

• Leadership: Some influential 
leaders, including President Donald 
Trump, have not fully backed masks, 
though he publicly wore one Saturday. 
Numerous governors have declined to 
mandate masks statewide. That’s in 
part contributed to some seeing wear¬ 
ing a mask as a political statement. 

Social pressure around masks con¬ 
tinues to grow. 

What started out months ago as a 
“#maskon” hashtag and online tools 
that allow users to add a digital mask to 
their profile picture morphed into public 
shaming of people who have made a 
scene while defying mask rules, often 
with political overtones. 

The intensity surrounding the issue 
has left Jha with mixed feelings. 

On one hand, he supports using so¬ 
cial pressure to normalize mask wear¬ 
ing. On the other, he worries it could 
turn into vigilantism. 

Most people “want to do the right 
thing,” he said. Those who push back 
against mask rules have probably been 
“fed a lot of misinformation.” 

Contributing: Gus Garcia-Roberts , 
Adrienne Dunn and Kelly Tyko, USA TO¬ 
DAY; Hannah K. Sparling , Cincinnati 
Enquirer 



A registered nurse takes a sample at a drive-thru COVID-19 test site in Austin, 
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Testing 
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or those with underlying health condi¬ 
tions that put them at greater risk. 

Commercial labs envisioned a de¬ 
mand spike when they joined the coro¬ 
navirus testing effort and urged White 
House officials to adopt strict test-or¬ 
dering criteria so the most vulnerable 
people get tested first, Khani said. 

Labs have worked to expand testing 
capability, but there are limits. They 
must secure testing materials such as 
chemical reagents, swabs and pipettes 
from suppliers that serve labs world¬ 
wide. And they also need to acquire the 
machines that perform high-volume 
tests. 

“We know we have a responsibility to 
deliver those results as quickly as pos¬ 
sible,” Khani said. “That’s why we’re do¬ 
ing absolutely everything we can to con¬ 
tinue to expand out testing capacity and 
increase our ability to perform tests.” 

‘A little apocalyptic’ 

In Florida’s capital of Tallahassee, 
hundreds of people line up outside ev¬ 
ery day in the summer heat at Florida 
A&M University’s football stadium, the 
site of the city’s only public testing cen¬ 
ter. 

Shannon Novey and her family ar¬ 
rived there at 7:15 a.m. Thursday, almost 
two hours before the center opened and 
found more than 80 people already in 
line ahead of them. By the 9 a.m. start 
time, there were 200 to 250 behind 
them. 

“We were 84, 85 and 86,” said Novey, 
an area attorney who wanted to be test¬ 
ed before an upcoming trip that in¬ 
cludes older relatives most vulnerable 
to serious illness. She’d called around to 
doctor’s offices and clinics, but tests ei¬ 
ther were not available or an appoint¬ 
ment couldn’t be made for days. 

The scene at the stadium was “a little 
apocalyptic,” Novey said, with everyone 
in masks and security controlling the 
crowd and enforcing physical distanc¬ 
ing. The county health department staff 
and National Guard troops running the 
testing site were kind and resourceful, 
she said, using old-fashioned carbon 
paper to make copies of people’s contact 
information and implementing a texting 
system to allow people to check in and 
wait out of the line. 

Including a 45-minute impromptu 
tailgate in the parking lot, it ultimately 
took 3Yi hours for the family to be tested. 
As they were leaving at 10:40 a.m., more 
people were arriving. The site can con¬ 
duct up to 500 tests a day. 

“If you have a time-sensitive need for 
a test and aren’t actively exhibiting 
symptoms, it’s really your only option, 
and that’s a little bit scary,” said Novey, 
who learned Friday night their tests 
were negative. 

“I’m grateful to the workers and 
troops running the site and feel fortu¬ 
nate to have a publicly available free op¬ 
tion but also incredulous that this is the 
state of the art for care in the capital city 
of the state in the center of the epidemic 
outbreak.” 

In Arizona, the nation’s hottest CO¬ 
VID-19 hot spot, long lines snake 
through drive-thru testing centers with 
people waiting hours in triple-digit tem¬ 


peratures. Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego, 
a Democrat, has clashed with Trump 
administration officials, but federal offi¬ 
cials vowed to support another mass¬ 
testing site there, reported the Arizona 
Republic, part of the USA TODAY Net¬ 
work. 

Stanford Prescott, a school board 
member in Phoenix, came down with a 
cough, sore throat and fatigue in early 
June. After his symptoms lingered for 
eight days and worsened with shortness 
of breath, he called his primary care 
doctor, who recommended a test. 

Unable to get a testing appointment 
at a drug store or a local hospital system, 
he visited an urgent-care center with 
dozens of patients ahead of him. He got 
tested two days later. The nasal swab 
tests took minutes to administer, but he 
did not get results for another 16 days, 
he said on social media. 

Getting test results also delayed 

Such long testing delays are not un¬ 
usual in metro Phoenix. Most COVID-19 
test results take eight to nine days, ac¬ 
cording to the website of Sonora Quest, 
the region’s largest commercial lab. So¬ 
nora Quest is a joint venture of Quest 
Diagnostics and Arizona’s largest hospi¬ 
tal system, Banner Health. 

The “unprecedented demand” for 
COVID-19 tests has extended average 
turnaround times across its massive 
territory, Quest Diagnostics said. 

The company has prioritized tests for 
patients in hospitals and acute surgery 
and health care workers with symp¬ 
toms. For other patients, the average 
turnaround time was four to six days as 
of July 6, up from an average of three to 
five days as of June 29. 

Quest, which serves about half of the 
nation’s doctors and hospitals, said de¬ 
mand for COVID-19 tests surged 50% 
over a three-week period in June and 
continues to rise, especially in the 
South, Southeast and Southwest. The 
lab can now process 120,000 tests each 
day and plans to add another 30,000 
tests by the end of July. 

Similarly, LabCorp said “until recent¬ 
ly” it could deliver COVID-19 test results 
within a day or two. 

“But with significant increases in 
testing demand and constraints in the 
availability of supplies and equipment, 
the average time to deliver results may 
now be four to six days,” for non-hospi¬ 


tal patients, LabCorp said Wednesday. 

Slow at assisted-living facilities 

While hospitals are still receiving 
fast test results, the same is not true for 
another vulnerable group: nursing 
homes and long-term care facilities. An 
American Health Care Association and 
National Center for Assisted Living sur¬ 
vey found nearly nine in 10 homes re¬ 
ported test results are taking two to four 
days to complete. Test results are de¬ 
layed five or more days for 24% of 
homes, the survey found. 

“The amount of time it is taking to re¬ 
ceive testing results is hurting the abil¬ 
ity of long term facilities to fight the vi¬ 
rus,” said Mark Parkinson, president 
and CEO of the American Health Care 
Association and National Center for As¬ 
sisted Living. 

Richard Brown, 88, moved into a 
small Scottsdale, Arizona, care home in 
December and settled well with other 
residents and caregivers. An avid run¬ 
ner, cyclist and mountain hiker, he 
maintained an impressive level of fit¬ 
ness as he aged. 

When daughter Linda Brown moved 
him into his new home last winter, she 
had bronchitis and a high fever, an ill¬ 
ness her father caught but quickly 
shrugged off. 

Two weeks ago, he became ill and 
could not rally to health despite a course 
of antibiotics, a steroid, a nebulizer 
breathing treatment and oxygen. He 
was sent to a Scottsdale hospital where 
he was tested and diagnosed with CO¬ 
VID-19. Doctors there administered 
plasma treatments, the antiviral drug 
remdesivir and the steroid dexametha- 
sone - a common treatment course for 
COVID-19 patients. It wasn’t enough. He 
died July 6. 

Linda Brown does not know how he 
became infected. While the virus is 
widespread in metro Phoenix, the home 
has not allowed visitors since March. 
The caregiver couple who operate the 
home tested negative, and tests are 
pending on other residents. 

He was never tested for the virus at 
the home, and now she wonders wheth¬ 
er routine testing might’ve caught his 
infection earlier. 

“Everything I’ve read, the earlier you 
catch it and initiate treatment, the bet¬ 
ter,” Brown said. “That is why I’m frus¬ 
trated these homes are not required to 


test regularly. Anyone who goes in or out 
should be wearing a mask. Anybody. 
And they are not. They weren’t.” 

Testing strategy questioned 

Testing and delivering timely results 
is critical to slow the spread of the virus. 
People who get a test but must wait a 
week or longer for a result don’t know 
whether they have the disease. It also 
delays public health efforts to isolate in¬ 
fected individuals and trace their con¬ 
tacts, experts said. 

Dr. Joshua Sharfstein is vice dean of 
public health practice and community 
engagement at the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health. 

“If it takes days and days to get a re¬ 
sult, additional transmission may have 
happened before contact tracers get in¬ 
volved,” Sharfstein said. 

Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottom 
said last week it took her eight days to 
get results for her family’s tests. She 
tested positive for the virus, so did her 
husband and one of their children. Had 
she received test results more quickly, 
“we could have immediately quarantin¬ 
ed,” she said Wednesday on Twitter. 

Sharfstein says the nation’s testing 
crunch is in part due to the lack of a clear 
federal plan. 

“We’re suffering for not having a clear 
federal strategy,” he said. “What we 
wind up having is every testing center 
for itself.” 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention has set federal testing 
guidelines, but it does not have enforce¬ 
ment power. 

The Trump administration required 
each state to submit its own testing 
plans to meet testing goals in May and 
June. Federal officials critiqued the 
plans and required states resubmit the 
testing plans by Friday to detail how 
they would meet testing goals for the 
rest of the year. 

In May, the CDC awarded $10.25 bil¬ 
lion to states, local governments and 
territories to fund testing plans. The 
federal government procures and sends 
testing supplies such as swabs to every 
state once a week, Giroir said. 

In addition to critiquing state plans 
and securing testing supplies, the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Ser¬ 
vices last week said it would set up tem¬ 
porary surge testing sites in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana; Edinburg, Texas; and 
Jacksonville, Florida. With the help of a 
vendor, each site aims to perform 5,000 
free tests a day over five to 12 days. 

Despite the rapid spread of the virus 
and mushrooming demands for tests, 
Giroir said the nation’s existing testing 
identified the communities now facing 
significant outbreaks. But he empha¬ 
sized the testing alone will not solve the 
pandemic. 

Until the nation develops a vaccine 
that is effective, individuals must take 
action to help slow the virus, he said. 
That means practicing social distancing 
and protecting the vulnerable. 

“The technology is not here to test ev¬ 
ery single person every single day,” Gi¬ 
roir said. “The most critical factor is go¬ 
ing to be personal discipline. It’s the 
physical distancing. Wear a mask. Avoid 
crowds ... that is absolutely critical and 
is the most important thing we can do 
right now across the country.” 

Contributing: USA TODAY national 
enterprise editor Jennifer Portman 
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A study finds “broken heart syndrome” cases have doubled during the pandemic, mary altaffer/ap 

Study: Stress can cause 
‘broken heart syndrome’ 


Betty Lin-Fisher 

Akron Beacon Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 

AKRON, Ohio - Stress from the coronavirus pan¬ 
demic is heartbreaking. 

A new Cleveland Clinic study led by an Akron Gen¬ 
eral cardiologist discovered the number of cases of 
“broken heart syndrome,” or stress cardiomyopathy, 
doubled during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The study, conducted March 1 through April 30, ap¬ 
pears in the medical journal JAMA Network Open. 

Stress cardiomyopathy occurs in response to phys¬ 
ical or emotional distress and causes dysfunction or 
failure in the heart muscle. 

“It’s been associated with severe emotional stress, 
but it could be any type of stress like breakups, loss of 
a loved one, a heated altercation with a family member 
or severe depression,” said Ankur Kalra, an Akron 
General cardiologist who led the study. 

Patients experience the same symptoms as a heart 
attack, including chest pain and shortness of breath, 
but usually do not have acutely blocked coronary ar¬ 
teries, Kalra said. In some cases, it can be fatal. 

The left ventricle of the heart may show enlarge¬ 
ment. Other symptoms include irregular heartbeat, 
fainting and low blood pressure. 

For the study, cardiologists at the Cleveland and 
downtown Akron campuses looked at 258 patients 
coming in with heart symptoms known as acute coro¬ 
nary syndrome and compared them with four control 
groups before the pandemic. 

The number of broken heart syndrome cases dou¬ 
bled in March and April from pre-pandemic levels. 

Patients during the pandemic had a longer hospital 
stay compared with those before the pandemic, but 
there was no significant difference in death. All tested 
negative for COVID-19. 

Typically, 90% of patients with broken heart syn¬ 
drome are women over the age of 70. In the study, 30% 
were men, and the median age of all patients was 63. 

The condition is usually treated with heart medica¬ 
tions and possibly stress medication. 

A key to prevention and treatment is reducing 
stress and practicing self-care, Kalra said. 

That is particularly important as the pandemic 
evolves, said Dr. Grant Reed, director of Cleveland 
Clinic’s STEMI (ST-elevation myocardial infarction) 
program and senior author of the study. “Exercise, 
meditation and connecting with family and friends, 
while maintaining physical distance and safety mea¬ 
sures, can also help relieve anxiety.” 

Richard Watkins, 64, knew his life was stressful, 
but he didn’t expect the stress to nearly kill him. 

He has gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD), a 
condition in which acid from the stomach comes up 
into the esophagus, but no previous heart issues. 

In the weeks leading up to his health crisis April 15, 



Richard Watkins, right, had a heart attack, not from 
plaque building up in his arteries, but from stress. 
Watkins is shown with his wife, Nichol, and sons, 
Chase, left, and Zack. watkins family photo 


the pandemic shut down production at General Alu¬ 
minum Manufacturing in Rootstown, where Watkins 
is chief financial officer. The auto parts manufacturer 
laid off 600 employees in several states. Watkins and 
his wife, Nichol, struggled to help their sons, ages 12 
and 10, with online schoolwork. 

Watkins’ 2-year-old grandson was in and out of 
the hospital with Guillain-Barre syndrome, a sudden 
temporary disorder that took away his ability to walk. 

Watkins’ 91-year-old father died after a fall at his 
home. 

“We were getting ready and getting dressed to go 
to the funeral, and that morning, I came out to break¬ 
fast, and I remember parts of it, but I was acting odd¬ 
ly, as my wife would put it,” Watkins said. “I had on a 
white dress shirt buttoned up to the collar, socks and 
underwear, but I forgot my pants. She said, 'What are 
you doing?’ ” 

He said he felt weird. He remembers putting his 
head down on the table. 

His wife called 911 and was instructed by dispatch¬ 
ers to perform CPR. Once crews arrived, they had to 
shock Watkins’ heart to get a pulse. 

Initially, Nichol was told Watkins had a massive 
heart attack but later was informed that his arteries 
weren’t blocked. 

The diagnosis: broken heart syndrome. 

Watkins was placed into an induced coma with a 
ventilator and did not regain consciousness for five 
days. 

Watkins took six weeks off work and has been 
working on reducing his stress levels. 

“I hope people realize, listen to your body. If your 
body is tingling, if you’re having chest pains... you’ve 
got to take care of yourself,” his wife said. 


CORONAVIRUS NEWS BRIEFING 

US is leading 
record increase 
in global cases 

The World Health Organization on Sunday report¬ 
ed a single-day record of more than 230,000 new cor¬ 
onavirus infections globally, with the United States 
again leading the list with more than new 66,000 
cases. The figures are believed to far underestimate 
actual case totals. 

The three largest case counts have been recorded 
in the past three days. The previous record was Fri¬ 
day, with more than 228,000 newly recorded cases 
worldwide in a 24-hour span. 

Hackers attacking health care records 

Hacking incidents have climbed 75% in North 
America and 125% in Europe in recent months on in¬ 
formation technology systems leveraging COVID-19, 
much of it at health care facilities, says Wendi Whit¬ 
more, a cybersecurity expert and vice president of 
IBM X-Force. 

More employees working from home and cash- 
strapped medical facilities stretched thin are making 
many systems vulnerable. 

Electronic health records, according to an FBI re¬ 
port, are more valuable than a credit card number be¬ 
cause health records can be used to file fraudulent 
insurance claims, obtain prescription medication 
and advance identity theft. 

“You have to be eternally vigilant,” said Colin Zick, 
a co-chair of the privacy and data security practice at 
Foley Hoag. “As long as we’ve got an open internet 
that is highly unregulated, that’s the downside.” 

Karen Weintraub 

DeVos defends push for in-class learning 

There’s nothing in the coronavirus data to suggest 
that kids returning to in-classroom learning this fall 
would pose a danger to others, Education Secretary 
Betsy DeVos said Sunday. DeVos, speaking on CNN’s 
“State of the Union,” downplayed the possibility of 
kids spreading the virus. 

She also downplayed President Donald Trump’s 
threat to strip federal funding from schools that de¬ 
cline to open classrooms, saying there is “no desire to 
take money away” from schools struggling to meet 
guidelines laid out by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Those guidelines are “meant to be 
flexible,” DeVos said. 

“Parents are expecting that this fall their kids are 
going to have a full-time experience with their learn¬ 
ing, and we need to follow through on that promise,” 
DeVos told “Fox News Sunday.” 

Vatican to shipowners: Don’t take 
advantage of maritime workers 

The Vatican marked “Sea Sunday” by warning 
shipowners not to take advantage of the maritime 
workers whose tireless efforts have helped supply 
food and other necessities during the pandemic. Car¬ 
dinal Peter Kodwo Appiah Turkson noted that, while 
many nations completely shut down for months, “the 
maritime industry continued its operation, adding a 
multitude of challenges to the already problematic 
lives of the seafarers, and putting them on the front 
line in fighting against the coronavirus.” 

Turkson said many maritime workers have been 
pressed into extended service, some spending ten 
months aboard ships without a break. 

“Some unscrupulous ship-owners, crewing agen¬ 
cies and managers use the excuse of the pandemic to 
dismiss their obligations to guarantee their labor 
rights, including proper wages and the promotion of 
safe and secure working environments for all them,” 
the cardinal added. 

Contributing: John Bacon and Jorge L. Ortiz , USA 
TODAY; The Associated Press 


FDA names more hand sanitizers a risk 



The FDA is warning people not to use certain hand sanitizers that may contain methanol, getty images 


Products may contain methanol 

Kelly Tyko usa today 

The Food and Drug Administration has expanded 
the number of hand sanitizers to avoid because they 
may contain methanol, a toxic substance when ab¬ 
sorbed through skin or ingested. 

The FDA now lists on a chart 59 varieties of hand 
sanitizer that should be avoided, some which have al¬ 
ready been recalled, and other products being recom¬ 
mended for recalls as they may contain the potentially 
fatal ingredient. The list is online at fda.gov. 

All of the products in the FDA’s latest methanol 
update appear to have been produced in Mexico. 

The FDA says it has “seen a sharp increase in hand 
sanitizer products that are labeled to contain ethanol 
(also known as ethyl alcohol) but that have tested pos¬ 
itive for methanol contamination.” 

In June, the FDA warned consumers not to use nine 
kinds of hand sanitizers because they may contain 
methanol, and added to the list in early July. 

“Methanol is not an acceptable active ingredient for 
hand sanitizers and must not be used due to its toxic 
effects,” the FDA said, noting its investigation of meth¬ 
anol in certain hand sanitizers is ongoing. 

Methanol is used industrially as a solvent, pesticide 
and alternative fuel source, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. Exposure to it can 
cause nausea, vomiting, headache, blurred vision, 
permanent blindness, seizures, coma, permanent 


damage to the nervous system and death. 

The CDC says washing with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds is the best way to clean your hands, 
but when that’s not an option, the agency recom¬ 
mends using an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at 
least 60% alcohol. 

Children who accidentally ingest hand sanitizer 
and young people who drink hand sanitizer as an alco¬ 


hol substitute are at an increased risk for methanol 
poisoning, the FDA said. 

Hand sanitizer has been a popular product to com¬ 
bat the coronavirus since February, and many new 
types have entered the market after shortages of 
brands including Purell. 

Contributing: Elinor Aspegren 
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Carnival to reopen slowly, in phases 

Cruise lines won’t be at 
full capacity before 2022 



Carnival's cruises are suspended in North America through the end of September, carnival 


Morgan Hines 

USA TODAY 

Cruise giant Carnival plans a 
phased-in approach for its return to 
sailing, beginning with fewer ships and 
fewer passengers, on a region-by-re- 
gion basis. The company will not make 
a full return in terms of passenger ca¬ 
pacity until 2022 at the earliest, ac¬ 
cording to CEO Arnold Donald. 

“(The) nature of restart is going to be 
almost country by country and desti¬ 
nation by destination,” Donald said on 
an earnings call Friday, four months af¬ 
ter the company paused operations be¬ 
cause of the coronavirus. 

Carnival's restart will mimic inter¬ 
national reopenings. 

The resumption of shoreside social 
gathering practices will be the “critical 
thing” as an indicator for the resump¬ 
tion of cruising. Donald pointed to Ger¬ 
many, where Carnival subsidiary AIDA 
Cruises will resume sailing three of its 
ships in August after the country began 
to reopen in the spring. Italy, he sug¬ 
gested, might be next. 

AIDA’s three scheduled cruises will 
not make port calls in Europe when it 
begins sailing in early August. Nor will 
it sail to Canada or the USA for the re¬ 
mainder of the year. 

Because most of its client base va¬ 
ries by region, Donald said he believes 
Carnival is in a good position looking 
ahead, in spite of travel restrictions. 
For example, 95% of AIDA’s passengers 
come from Germany - likewise, 92% of 
Carnival Cruise Line’s passengers are 
from the USA. 

Though AIDA is scheduled to sail, 
the majority of Carnival’s brands, in¬ 
cluding flagship Carnival Cruise Line, 
Princess Cruises, Holland America 
Line, P&O Cruises, Costa Cruises, Sea- 
bourn and Cunard will remain on 
pause for the time being, spokesperson 
Roger Frizzell told USA TODAY on 
Thursday, reiterating that “the time 
frame for restart in the U.S. has not 
been determined.” 

When will Carnival lines return? 

None of Carnival’s lines will sail un¬ 
til at least early October because all 
have extended their North American 
suspensions through the end of Sep¬ 
tember, Frizzell said Thursday. That’s 
two weeks longer than members of the 
trade group Cruise Lines International 
Association agreed to remain idle and 
nearly two months beyond the expira¬ 
tion of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s “no-sail order,” which 
is scheduled for July 24. 

Frizzell said the extended suspen¬ 
sion has given Carnival extra time to fi¬ 
nalize plans for health protocols and 
ship-capacity levels when it resumes 
operations. When its lines resume 
cruising, they are likely to take a 
phased approach, returning to sailing 
over time rather than all at once. 


How Carnival addresses health 

Carnival hasn’t released a full plan 
for how its ships will combat coronavi¬ 
rus, but Donald noted some changes 
during Friday’s call. 

As they restart operations, ships 
will not be full. Carnival will follow the 
social distancing guidelines that the 
country of operation has determined 
appropriate. 

“(We’ll) probably start at less than 
50% occupancy as we work out de¬ 
tails,” Donald said. 

The company hopes to ramp capac¬ 
ity up quickly, if it is safe to do so. 

On July 28, Carnival will host a joint 
summit with the World Travel and 
Tourism Council, where Donald repre¬ 
sents North America. 

During the event, open to the public 
for viewing online, Carnival said, med¬ 
ical, epidemiology and public health 
experts will “explore and share the lat¬ 
est best practice on the science of CO- 
VID-19 and how best to address the 
many practical questions people have 
about the disease.” 

2021 bookings are in demand 

In spite of the industry’s operational 
pause, which will have spanned at 
least six months in North America by 
the time CLIA’s suspension expires 
Sept. 15, cruisers are still booking. 

Though spending less on advertis¬ 
ing, Carnival continues to see demand. 
In the first three weeks of June, nearly 
60% of its 2021bookings were new; the 


“(We’ll) probably start at 
less than 50% occupancy 
as we work out details.” 

Arnold Donald 

Carnival CEO 

remaining bookings were the result of 
customers applying cruise credits in 
lieu of a canceled cruise. 

The company hasn’t seen many 
changes in the profile of cruisers book¬ 
ing itineraries, but there has been one 
discrepancy: Longer cruises, particu¬ 
larly those with a duration of longer 
than 21 days, are not being booked as 
much as shorter cruises, Donald said. 

Carnival brands have attempted to 
provide cruisers with more “confi¬ 
dence” with the announcements of 
varying incentives and flexibility mea¬ 
sures, including reduced or refundable 
deposits. 

Delays, itinerary changes 

The company is negotiating the de¬ 
lay of delivery of 16 ships on order -14 
ships and two expedition ships - 
across its brands, Donald said. 

Many Carnival cruise lines an¬ 
nounced schedule changes and ship 
repositionings before Friday’s call, 
causing a domino effect that resulted 
in the cancellation of at least 30 
cruises. 

Because of the delay of Carnival 


Cruise Line’s newest ship, the Mardi 
Gras, and the delay of renovations on 
the Radiance, Carnival Cruise Line was 
forced to shift sailings, moving some 
itineraries to the Carnival Breeze and 
the Carnival Magic. Princess Cruises 
altered its plans for Alaska and Europe 
next summer. 

13 ships to leave the fleet 

In June, Carnival announced that 
six ships would leave its fleet within 90 
days. Friday, Carnival said additional 
ships would be removed from the fleet, 
reducing it by nearly 9%. 

The 13 ships will meet different 
fates. One was sold in June, four are 
agreed upon for sale, five will be dis¬ 
posed of and there are “preliminary” 
agreements for three ships, according 
to Friday’s earnings report. 

Company under investigation 

In early May, Carnival was put under 
investigation by the U.S. Congress over 
its handling of outbreaks of COVID-19 
on its ships. 

The House of Representatives re¬ 
quired the company, which owns at 
least nine ships that experienced out¬ 
breaks, including the Diamond 
Princess and the Grand Princess - to 
turn over all internal documents per¬ 
taining to COVID-19 from Jan. 1 on¬ 
ward. 

Thursday, Frizzell told USA TODAY 
that Carnival is “providing any infor¬ 
mation requested.” 


Disney World 

Continued from Page ID 

The Shows, both 64, “absolutely” 
had concerns about the spread of CO¬ 
VID-19 in Florida. 

And the Port St. Lucie, Florida, resi¬ 
dents have “heard all the questions,” 
especially, “Why would you be going 
there now?” 

But their answer, said Carol Show, 
is, “Why wouldn’t we?” 

“We discussed this a lot,” she said. 
“We think Disney is taking so many 
precautions, we feel safer here than at 
stores. We’re not very fearful people. 
We figure, let’s live.” 

Disney did not specify how many 
visitors it planned to admit Saturday or 
what that count will be in for the fore¬ 
seeable future. But Len Testa, co-au¬ 
thor of “The Unofficial Guide to Walt 
Disney World,” estimated that there 
were just 10,000 guests in the Magic 
Kingdom and another 6,000 at Animal 
Kingdom on opening day. 

“To put that number in perspective, 
the Magic Kingdom averages just un¬ 
der 60,000 per day,” he said. 

Visitors who opted to ride the iconic 
monorail from the Transportation and 
Ticket Center to the Magic Kingdom 
entrance stood in a well-marked so¬ 


cially distanced queue. The train’s cab¬ 
ins were divided using vinyl barriers, 
and only one or two families were al¬ 
lowed in each. 

On a normal, pre-COVID-19 day, the 
trains would have been filled to stand¬ 
ing room only capacity, but Jess and 
Brandon Bullock of Sarasota, Florida, 
didn’t find much of a line. They did find 
freshly sanitized seats - one party per 
bench and no one standing, hanging 
onto handrails - and a much less fre¬ 
netic crowd than usual. 

“The feeling through security and 
monorail lines was pretty sterile,” said 
Jess Bullock, 31. “Definitely not the 
usual bubbly atmosphere, but that’s 
understandable.” 

Inside the park, they found shorter 
waits for favorite attractions and rides, 
though at times, Bullock said, waits 
were much longer than displayed on 
the Disney app or signs. 

Overall, the Bullocks were pleased 
with what Disney’s done to welcome 
guests back, but “to be quite honest, I 
think Universal has done a better job,” 
Bullock said. 

“I think the biggest thing is, Disney 
doesn’t have as many places to rest and 
you don’t see as many people out 
cleaning as you do at Universal.” 

One other thing stood out to sisters 
Mary Griffin and Leslie Shinault of 
Rockledge, Florida: “We saw four 



Steve and Carol Show of Port St. Lucie 
celebrate their 44th wedding 
anniversary at Walt Disney World’s 
Magic Kingdom, which reopened 
to the public Saturday. 

CAROL AND STEVE SHOW 


strollers by the carousel, instead of 
hundreds,” said Griffin, 56. “And there 
was no one stepping on your heels.” 

A major but strictly-enforced down¬ 
side: Those mandatory masks, which 
the sisters agree are “absolutely neces¬ 
sary” given COVID-19, but “a night¬ 
mare” to wear for hours in 90-plus-de- 


gree heat, Shinault said. 

Despite any glitches, waits and the 
rain, Carol and Steve Show say they 
were just happy to return to a place 
they’ve loved all their adult lives and 
have visited often since moving to St. 
Lucie County a few years ago. 

“It’s our happy place,” Carol Show 
said said. “And we’re so glad to be 
back.” 

Bottom line: Is the park safe now? 

“Safe” is a subjective term but due to 
all the COVID-19 precautions, you may 
actually feel more protected at Walt 
Disney World than you might at your 
local grocery store. 

There was near total-total compli¬ 
ance with the face-covering require¬ 
ment and on the occasion that folks 
slid their mask below their noses, they 
fixed them quickly when asked. 

The additional safety precautions 
did come at a price, though. The plexi¬ 
glass shields and constant health safe¬ 
ty reminders are reassuring, but they 
also pull you out of the “fantasy” a lit¬ 
tle. However, the ability to experience 
the park’s headliners with little-to-no 
waiting mostly makes up for the eerie 
atmosphere. 

Britt Kennedy writes for Florida To¬ 
day. Seth Kubersky is special to USA 
TODAY. 
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HIGHLIGHT: CONNECTICUT 



Workers listen as Gov. Ned Lamont speaks outside Saint Francis Hospital, ap 


Hartford: Connecticut is in a “very fortunate place” with the coronavirus, the 
state’s epidemiologist says, as deaths have all but vanished, and the state’s 
transmission rate is among the lowest in the country. Dr. Matt Cartter told the 
Hartford Courant he’s grateful for the progress even as the testing situation in 
the state remains less than ideal. Connecticut was seeing more than 100 coro- 
navirus deaths a day in mid- to late April, with a peak of 204 deaths on April 20. 
But now businesses, including restaurants, have reopened across the state, and 
the state twice last week reported a daily death count of zero COVID-19 deaths. 


ALABAMA Montgomery: The state’s 
elections chief said he is telling local 
officials they cannot require voters to 
wear masks at polling places during 
this week’s election. The direction 
conflicts with several local mandates. 

ALASKA Anchorage: The Anchorage 
School District has announced a plan 
to begin holding in-person classes 
two days per week when schools 
reopen Aug. 20. The district said 
in-person classes are expected to 
resume a five-day schedule after two 
and a half weeks of reopening, The 
Anchorage Daily News reports. 

ARIZONA Yuma: A man who was 
ejected from a frozen yogurt shop for 
not wearing a mask is facing charges 
for pulling out a gun in response. 

ARKANSAS Little Rock: The state 
reported a record 1,061 new cases of 
the new coronavirus Saturday but no 
new deaths related to the virus. 

CALIFORNIA Sacramento: Officials 
will soon release another 2,100 in¬ 
mates from state prisons in response 
to the pandemic and in all now plans 
to release a total of more than 10,000 
inmates, or nearly 10% of prisoners, 
as Gov. Gavin Newsom responds to 
intensifying pressure from advocates, 
lawmakers and federal judges. 

COLORADO Denver: The state is 
experiencing an uptick in coronavirus 
cases and hospitalizations as it grad¬ 
ually reopens its economy, health 
officials say. “We believe that there is 
less social distancing happening in 
the state at this point,” said Dr. Ra¬ 
chel Herlihy, the state epidemiologist. 

DELAWARE New Castle: New Castle 
County’s new approach to tracking 
the coronavirus estimates the 
amount of positive cases is more 
widespread than state testing has 
revealed. A partnership between New 
Castle County Public Works and a 
Massachusetts Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy startup called Biobot Analytics 
searches wastewater samples for 
fragments of COVID-19. According to 
Biobot estimates, New Castle County 
had 28,665 positive cases as of 
June 24 - more than five times great¬ 
er than the state’s official tally. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Washing¬ 
ton: The Washington Capitals are 
transitioning into Phase 3 of the 
NHL’s Return to Play Plan for the rest 
of the 2019-2020 season, team offi¬ 
cials say. On Friday, the league agreed 
to extend the collective bargaining 
agreement for the rest of the season, 
WUSA-TV reports. The NHL season 
was put on pause four months ago 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
Formal training camps start Monday. 

FLORIDA Holly Hill: The maker of 
Whac-a-Mole hopes its latest offering 
will help users smash a new target: 
the coronavirus pandemic. Holly 
Hill-based Bob’s Space Racers recent¬ 
ly rolled out a line of “Hands-Free 
Sanitizer Stations” in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. The sanitizer 
stations, operated by a foot pedal, 
have quickly become the arcade 
game maker’s top-selling product. 

GEORGli Brookhaven: The state’s 
largest public transit system plans to 
require riders to wear masks to pro¬ 
tect against the coronavirus, even 
though the governor insists local 
mask orders aren’t enforceable. MAR¬ 
TA, serving Atlanta and its suburbs, 
will require riders to wear masks on 
trains and buses beginning Monday. 

HAWAI Honolulu: State lawmakers 
on Friday wrapped up a legislative 
session upended by the coronavirus 
pandemic that forced weekslong 
breaks in proceedings, the state Capi¬ 
tol building to close and some meet¬ 
ings to be held via teleconference. 
Among the challenges: an estimated 
$2.3 billion decline in state tax reve¬ 
nue through next June. 

IDAHO Twin Falls: Prosecutors from 
more than half of the state’s counties 
have questioned whether Gov. Brad 
Little’s plan to use $200 million in 
federal aid for property tax relief is 
legal under the federal coronavirus 
aid package. Prosecutors in 16 coun¬ 
ties signed a letter that asks Little’s 
office to request a legal opinion from 
the U.S. Treasury Department and 
the Idaho attorney general’s office 
before proceeding with the plan, The 
Times-News reports. 

ILLINOIS Springfield: Nearly 1,200 
new confirmed cases of the coro¬ 
navirus have been reported in the 
state, health officials announced 
Saturday, which marked the third 
consecutive day that new confirmed 
cases topped 1,000. 


INDIANA Indianapolis: The State 
Department of Agriculture plans to 
distribute $300,000 to 11 food banks 
to provide assistance and services 
to Hoosiers in need. 

IOWA Des Moines: The state on 
Friday registered its largest daily 
jump in coronavirus cases since 
May, leading health officials in the 
worst-affected parts of Iowa to warn 
people to take the threat more seri¬ 
ously and stop congregating in bars 
and other places in large numbers. 

KANSAS Wichita: Draft safety 
guidelines for school this fall from 
the Kansas State Department of 
Education say students, teachers 
and staff should wear masks, but 
students up to fifth or sixth grade 
shouldn’t be required unless local 
officials mandate it, the Kansas City 
Star and Wichita Eagle report. 

KENTUCKY Frankfort: The state 
reported more than 450 additional 
cases of COVID-19 on Saturday, part 
of a troublesome trend of rising case 
numbers, Gov. Andy Beshear said. 

LOUISIANA New Orleans: Gov. John 
Bel Edwards on Saturday ratcheted 
up Louisiana’s restrictions to com¬ 
bat the coronavirus’ spread, saying 
he’s instituting a statewide mask 
mandate, putting tougher limits on 
group gatherings and shuttering 
bars. The tightened requirements 
will take effect Monday, the Demo¬ 
cratic governor said. The order is 
aimed at trying to curb a sharp rise 
in infections that is sparking trou¬ 
bling surges in hospitalization rates. 

MAINE Portland: The state’s casi¬ 
nos are emerging from a COVID-19 
closure. Hollywood Slots opened 
Friday, a day after the Oxford Casi¬ 
no. Both have limits on capacity and 
strict rules for disinfecting to pre¬ 
vent the spread of the coronavirus. 

MARYLAND Baltimore: Johns Hop¬ 
kins University has filed a lawsuit 
seeking to block the Trump admini¬ 
stration’s decision to make interna¬ 
tional students leave the U.S. if they 
intend to take classes entirely on¬ 
line during the ongoing pandemic. 

MASSACHUSETTS Boston: The 

city’s Housing Authority is extend¬ 
ing its moratorium on nonessential 
evictions through the end of the 
year to give thousands of lower- 
income residents relief during the 
coronavirus pandemic, Mayor Marty 
Walsh said Friday. 

MICHIGA^ Lansing: The state’s 
health department is urging that 
children be caught up on vaccines 
as soon as possible after a drop in 
immunizations due to the cancella¬ 
tion of appointments during the 
pandemic. The state said the per¬ 
centage of 5-month-olds up to date 
on all recommended vaccines was 
less than half in May, down from 
about two-thirds in recent years. 

MINNESOTA! Minneapolis: The 
state reported its highest daily 
COVID-19 case count since May on 
Saturday as 806 people were con¬ 
firmed to have the virus. 

MISSISSIPP Jackson: The state’s 
top public health official has or¬ 
dered a temporary halt to all elec¬ 
tive surgeries to try to save hospital 
bed space as the state sees a rapid 
expansion in coronavirus cases. 


MISSOURI O’Fallon: The rapidly 
rising number of confirmed new 
coronavirus cases has prompted 
facial-covering requirements in 
several areas, including the state’s 
largest city. Kansas City Mayor 
Quinton Lucas on Friday extended 
the requirement to wear a facial 
covering through at least Aug. 15. 

MONTAN/ Billings: Two more peo¬ 
ple have died as a result of a coro¬ 
navirus outbreak at a memory care 
facility in the city, bringing the 
number of deaths associated with 
the facility to five, Yellowstone 
County health officials said. 

NEBRASKA Lincoln: The number of 
people hospitalized for the corona¬ 
virus in the state has fallen to its 
lowest level since mid-April, but 
residents still need to exercise cau¬ 
tion, officials said Friday. 

NEVADA Carson City: Someone 
who works in the state legislative 
building has tested positive for the 
coronavirus as lawmakers debate 
emergency measures involving the 
pandemic, an official said Friday. 

The Legislature doesn’t plan to tran¬ 
sition to remote voting, but alterna¬ 
tive arrangements will be made for 
lawmakers who feel at risk. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE Concord: A fall 
fundraiser to help snowmobile clubs 
maintain upward of 7,000 trails 
throughout the state has been can¬ 
celed this year because of the pan¬ 
demic, the New Hampshire Snow¬ 
mobile Association said Friday. The 
“Race into Winter, New Hampshire 
Grass Drags and Watercross” was 
scheduled for Oct. 9-11 in Fremont. 

NEW JERSEY Trenton: Gov. Phil 
Murphy and the state’s Democrat- 
controlled Legislature have agreed 
on a measure that would allow the 
state to borrow up to roughly 
$10 billion to address the financial 
crisis caused by the pandemic. GOP 
lawmakers have vowed to sue. 

NEW MEXICO Las Cruces: State 
authorities have ordered a Walmart 
Supercenter to close after four em¬ 
ployees tested positive for the coro¬ 
navirus in a three-week span. 

NEW YORK New York: The number 
of New Yorkers hospitalized with 
the coronavirus fell to the lowest 
point in nearly four months, state 
officials said Saturday. But Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo is predicting a new 
increase in cases amid outbreaks in 
other states. 

NORTH CAROLINA Raleigh: A state 
senator on Friday said he’s contract¬ 
ed COVID-19, marking the first 
known case for a General Assembly 
member. Sen. Danny Britt, R-Robe- 
son County, 41, was on the Senate 
floor Wednesday as the chamber 
debated bills and cast votes. 

NORTH DAKOTA Bismarck: Health 
officials on Saturday reported two 
more deaths from COVID-19, along 
with 90 new cases, as the state 
experiences a rise in cases over the 
past two weeks. 

OHIO Columbus: The spike in Ohio¬ 
ans testing positive for the corona¬ 
virus is not being matched in hospi¬ 
talizations across the state, as hos¬ 
pitals are reporting they’re still per¬ 
forming elective surgeries and have 
plenty of capacity. 


OKLAHOMA Oklahoma City: The 
state surpassed 20,000 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 on Sunday, with 
state health officials reporting 456 
more cases and one additional death 
linked to the disease. 

OREGON Salem: State health officials 
urged people Friday to limit indoor 
social gatherings to fewer than 10 
people in the next three weeks as 
coronavirus cases surge and reveal a 
“troubling” exponential growth trend. 

PENNSYLVANI/ Harrisburg: Penn¬ 
sylvania health officials have added 
four states to the travel quarantine 
recommendation aimed at stemming 
the spread of COVID-19 in the com¬ 
monwealth. Officials said people who 
have traveled to Delaware, Iowa, Kan¬ 
sas and Oklahoma are being asked to 
self-quarantine for 14 days upon their 
return to Pennsylvania. 

RHODE ISLAND Providence: Gov. 

Gina Raimondo on Friday announced 
a $7 million effort to help residents 
facing eviction. The Safe Harbor pro¬ 
gram administered by the United Way 
of Rhode Island will help tenants and 
landlords reach a new payment plan 
for past-due rent. 

SOUTH CAROLINA Columbia: Offi¬ 
cials reported the state’s first pediat¬ 
ric death from the coronavirus Sat¬ 
urday, announcing the death of a 
child under the age of 5. The state 
also had a record number of con¬ 
firmed cases reported. In an effort to 
stem the spread of the virus, partic¬ 
ularly among younger people, Gov. 
Henry McMaster has shut off the 
late-night sale of alcohol at bars and 
restaurants across the state. 

SOUTH DAKOTA Sioux Falls: As bull 
riders attempted to hang on for eight 
seconds Friday night, they were en¬ 
couraged by something they hadn’t 
heard in months: the cheers of a 
crowd. A little more than a thousand 
fans were on hand in the 9,000-seat 
arena to watch one of the first indoor 
professional sporting events since 
the coronavirus pandemic began. 

TENNESSEE Nashville: A state law¬ 
maker says he has tested positive for 
COVID-19, the illness caused by the 
new coronavirus. Republican state 
Rep. Kent Calfee said on Facebook 
that both he and his wife had tested 
positive for the disease. 

TEXAS Austin: The new coronavirus 
continues to cut its record-setting 
swath through the state as officials 
reported a record 10,351 new cases for 
the day Saturday. 

UTAH Salt Lake City: The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has 
asked all its members in Utah to wear 
face coverings when in public, as 
confirmed infections in the state 
increase. 

VERMONT Montpelier: Statistics 
show the average age of people be¬ 
coming infected with the virus that 
causes COVID-19 is declining in the 
state, officials said Friday. 

VIRGINL Tazewell: The closing of 
courts in Tazewell County because of 
the pandemic has created a way to 
pay tuition for county students at 
Southwest Virginia Community Col¬ 
lege for the rest of this year, the Blue- 
field Daily Telegraph reports. “The 
regional jail expense decreased by 
$275,000 due to the COVID-19 shut¬ 
down of the court system,” County 
Administrator Eric Young said. 

WASHINGTON Seattle: COVID-19 
isn’t going away soon, so people need 
to learn to make protecting one an¬ 
other’s health part of daily life, King 
County’s top public health official 
said Friday. People younger than 40 
account for almost three-quarters of 
King County cases during the past 
two weeks. 

WEST VIRGINIA Charleston: The 
state’s tax department offices have 
reopened ahead of the income tax 
filing and payment deadline, officials 
say. The agency said taxpayer service 
centers are accepting appointment- 
only visits at offices in Wheeling, 
Clarksburg, Charleston, Beckley, 
Martinsburg and Parkersburg. 

WISCONSIN Madison: The state hit 
another high Saturday in newly con¬ 
firmed COVID-19 cases, breaking the 
record for the third day in a row. 

WYOMING Casper: An employee at 
the University of Wyoming has con¬ 
tracted the coronavirus, the school 
says, marking the first time someone 
living or working on campus has 
tested positive. 

From USA TODAY Network and 
wire reports 
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any states experienced rapid growth of confirmed COVID-19 cases over the past couple of weeks. Some of 
those states are not among those that experienced large outbreaks earlier in the year. As of Sunday, more 
than 134,000 people have died in the U.S. and there are nearly 3.3 million cases. There are more than 
12.7 million cases worldwide. The numbers on this page are based on the latest statistics available. 


Reported cases in the past 7 days 

Each circle represents total numbers for one county: 
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Minneapolis 
(Hennepin County) 

Past 7 days: 

1,178 new cases 

+60.3% change 
from previous week 
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Chicago 
(Cook County) 

Past 7 days: 

2,898 new cases 

+2.3% change from 
previous week 
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Las Vegas 
(Clark County) 
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Past 7 days: 

4,579 new cases 

+ 1 % change from 
previous week 
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Los Angeles 
Past 7 days: 

22,568 new cases 

+81.4% change from 
previous week 
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Phoenix 

Past 7 days: 

18,652 new cases 
+6.9% change from 
previous week 
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New York City 
Past 7 days: 

1,980 

new cases 

-13.8% 
change from 
previous week 


Miami-Dade County 

Past 7 days: 

16,139 new cases 
+22.6% change from 
previous week 


As of midnight Saturday 

Reported deaths in the past 7 days 

Each dot represents total numbers for one county: 



8,026 new cases 

+18.9% change from 
previous week 


Minneapolis 
(Hennepin County) 

Past 7 days: 

5 new deaths 


(Hillsborough 

County) 

Past 7 days: 
4,660 new cases 
+2% change from 
previous week 
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Past 7 days: 

89 new deaths 
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Past 7 days: 

48 new deaths 
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Los Angeles 

Past 7 days: 

338 new deaths 
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Past 7 days: 

213 new deaths 
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New York City 

Past 7 days: 
119 new 
deaths 


Miami-Dade County 

Past 7 days: 

94 new deaths 


(Hillsborough 

County) 

Past 7 days: 

37 new deaths 


NOTE Some states do not 
report deaths by county 

As of midnight Saturday 


Top 10 states with the fastest growth in 
coronavirus cases in the past seven days 


New deaths and confirmed cases of 
COVID-19, by day 


State 

Total cases 

New cases 
in past 7 days 

Change from 
previous week 

14-day 

trend 

Kentucky 

19,121 

2,745 

+127% 

s 

West Virginia 

4,146 

941 

+122% 


Montana 

1,677 

510 

+62% 


Louisiana 

76,803 

13,514 

+59% 


Hawaii 

1,200 

201 

+58% 



As of midnight Saturday 

SOURCE Johns Hopkins University, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, USA TODAY research 



As of midnight Saturday 


NOTE The spike in deaths on 6/25 is due to 
New Jersey adding more than 1,800 probable 
deaths to the state’s totals. 







































































































































